Supplement to the
Samaica Gazette,

New Beries—Vor. XX. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1897, No, 20.

_ Colonin]l Secrotnry’s Office, 2Tt Ovtober, 1857,
MIE Goverson directs the pl.li.ﬂil-.utm'rh, for poneral information, of the fullowing Ht-p-urt on the Post
Office Department for the year 1806-97.

By Command,
Fren, Evass, Coloninl Becretary,

i Genoral Pust Office, Jamaica, 2:th Septe nber, 1807,
i,

I have the honour to sabmit the Twenty-ninth Aunual Heport of the Post Office Departmont,
being that for the Financial Year ended 31st Murch 1897,

Revenne,
2. The cash collections during the year amount to £20,005 10 4jd, as under :—
Postages o £24425 11 14
Telegmphs 5479 19 3

£29,905 10 4]

3. I the above stated receipts bo compared with the estimates for the same period, it will be scen

that the collections on account of “postrges” are in exeess by the sum of £3,12356 1is. 1{d., while “Telo-
graphs" exhibit o decrease of £520 05, il

4. Comparing the mueifts with those for the preceding year, 1885-66, it results that there has been
on increase under “postages” of £855 140 4fd, aud » docresse of £676 Los, 3d. under * telegraphs™ :
the uet increase over the collections of thi year 1886-06 being L1740 45 1§d , as ageinst o net incresse

of £1,763 12s, 2d., which was exhibited by a similar comparison of last year's transactions with those of
1894-96.

6. It could hardly be -E{Ft(t('ll that tho Pastal receipts will continue to exhibit the large inerease
which hos taken place annually under the hesd of * postages” sinee the reduction in the Inland and Sea

on the Ist January 1890, snd the st June 1890, respectively; for finality must, even in
rovenue, be attained at some time, but, it is sstisfactory to note that during = year of serious depression
in trade and agriculture, there has boen the increase shewn above.  While the depression has not seriously
affected the Postal receipts, it has certainly bad its eflect ou the Telegraph revenuc ; clearly illusirati
that, which is fully recognised by this Department, the success of the T system, from a finonei
point of view, is, to a very large extent, mniul{‘:trnﬂmi on the eonmerci ity of the Colony,
although, as I have had occasion to remark previously, its suecoss, from sll points of view, i. o. Politically,
Commerciully and Soeially, may not be mowsurod untin-labg' the result of the setual collections which
do not, I submit, represent all the benelits conferred by the aystein.

6, 'I'he uso of Private Telephono Linos,—thoir own us woll as those rented from the Governmeont—
by the Boston Froit*Company, has, to some extent, aflooted the Telegraph receipts.
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7. The fulluwillg is the wsunl abstroet uhnwing the collections under each hend ns m'mp.ur.aﬂ with
similar receipts during the years 180495, 1895-96.

|
Commission  Commission
Perion. Postapes. on Money | on Postal | Telegraph. [Miscellaneous, Total.
Orrders, Orders,
£ = dl & w4 £ o d] £ u df £ a 4] £
1894-85 J20074 2 9| 400 10 6| 450 7 GI5908 16 G| 238 16 9 [27.962 13 114
18958 .| 28 488 1T ¥ s88 & ¢ 519 12 146156 9 6 178 0 6 207236 &
1896-97 {23331 7 1} 414 5 6| 534 3 94547919 8| 14514 9 |20.305 10

8. I also subjoin an approximate analysis of the reeeipts on aecount of * Postages," as compared
with the similir snulysis for the preceding vear 1595-96,

Year. Packet Postages. | Inland Postages. Total,
I & % & £ i)l
1805-96 ] 4,046 15 113- | 17642 1 T4 22488 17 7
186697 A 6472 16 2 17,868 10 114 234351 7 1%

8. The above approximate comparative noalysis discloses that the inerease wnder the head of
H i‘ur.tugt-,&" appesrs to have taken [.lhmu, for the most part, in the Packet or Sea Pwhu;,;u colleetions,
which is no doubt due to the inerensed nomber of the opportunities alforded for exchunging Muils with
the Mothor Country, the United States of Ameries, and other places abrond. The incrense under “ In-
land FPostuges” is due to the estublishment of new District Post Offices, and to the extsnsion of the
Duily Mail Services by Railway, as woll s to the freight which has been colloeted on parcels sent by
Mail Conch, and which wis formerly retained by the Mail Contractor—advantage having been taken of
the terminstion of certain of the Mail Coach Contraets to ulter the terms thereof, to the extent of re-
tuining as part of the Postal Hecvipis the freight on Parcels —the Contractor onl mFing the benefit in
nddition to the Mail Subsidy, of the smount collected for “ Passengor-Fares,”  The nmount of freighi
0 collected on the parcels sent by Mail Conches is £273 0s 0d.

10, In the 10th paragraph of my veport on the transactions of the year 1895-96, I recorded the
faet that the Post Oftice recerpts had exeseded the expenditure, (not ineluding the amount paid {o the
Iwperlal Government for the Colony's proportion of the Mail Contract with the Royal Mail 8, P, Coy.)
by the sum of £656 126 9d. T have now to record that for the year under report 1{1& oxpenditure is in
excess of the revenue by the sum of £892 8s, 03d, due to the imcrensed expenditure explained at purs-
graph 54, the amount paid to the Imperinl Post (Mfice being £5,140.

11. In sddition to the payments made on secount of the Mail Contract, the Imperial Post (Hice
has been credited in the accounts of this Department, with the sum of £1,838 3a. 0d., for the sea and
territorinl transit on Mail Matter sent from the Colony to the United Kingdom and other pluces; by ves-
gels, the subsidy on which is paid by the Imperial Gouvernment, Similar peyments, smounting to £131
Te. 10d., were made to the United States of America and Belgium £6 7a. 0d.

12. The collections under the head of “ Commission on Money Orders, it will be noticed, excesd
those of the preceding vear by the sum of £25 18s. 11d., while Commissions on the sale of Postal Ordee®
are in exeess by the sum of £14 1ls 84,

13, The details of the colleetions under Miscelluneous are as under (—

Bent of Private Letter Boxes £68 0 O
Rent of Private Letter Bogs o 6 6 0
Fines e 12..1-.4
Muil Conch Commismions 59 158 9

£145 14 9

14. Postage Stamps, Post Cards and Newspaper Wrappers to the amount of £32,495 1s, 64d. wers
sold during the year under report, of which the sum of £17,871 128, 84, wassold by the Department at
the Genernl Post Uffiee and ot the several District  Post Offices, while the SBtamp Commissioner sold to
authuriged vendors, nt the rate of 5 per cont, discount, the sum of £3,123 81 10d., the discount being
£252 196 .

16. The sum of £168 18s, 6d. was poid to District Postmasters for poundage ot 1 per cent. on the
pmount of stamps stuted above to have boen sold by the Department,
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16, The sununl amount of £1,170 was paid to the Stamp Commissioner on nccount of the Adhesive
Postage Stamps, estimated to have been sold by him, in additien to his sales for postal purposes, for the
payment of Btamp Duties,

17. Btampa to the amount of £18 126 were purchased at the rate of 1§ per eent. from the Publics
such discount being 10s, 8d,

Cirovration oF QoRRESPOXDENCE.

18 The estimated total number of letters and Post Curds which passed through the General Post
Office and each District Post Office, during the year under review, is given below, in comparison with
similar estimate during the two years p mg.

Outwards, I Inwards,

—_— T

1804-95. | 1805-06. IREIB-H'?,| 1894-05. | 1B05-94. | 1898-R7.

Inland Mails—
Ordinary Lettors - |
Public L BOBB00 | 722400 | 831,519 | 980,600 |1,057.700 11,134,835
Officinl o CBHE00 | ST,U00 | BO100 | A2,600 | CO8400 | 99,000
Post Cords o 4,000 | 42800 | 42,000 | 63,200 68,250 | 69,4970
Registered Letters— | |
blie .| 6,868 8,850 8,400 | 41,791 | 50604 | 60,194
Official W 18785 | 22842 | 20444 | 14,850 | 15997 | 15597
|
Ocoan Mails,.—By Vessels under Con- : |
traot— I :
]
United Kingdom— '
Ordinary Letters o 17B.721 | 187,238 | 1e05TT | 217200 | 224,768 | 234818
Post Curds 2,410 HRILE o, 155 1,40 I 1,40y 1,400
Ovdinary Letters e GRE00 | 43,700 | 43,260 | 51,200 | TAGEH0 | BL360

Poat Cards il a0 | 258 374 F15 954 1,004

By Vessels not Coniract—

Inter-Colonial, BW.IL., &e— ‘
|
United Sintes of America — !

Ordinary Letters w TH256 | 95,729 | 97,189 | 95,419 | 97417 | 101,671

Post Cards H04 908 | 1,565 1,915 2024 | 1,975
Other Countries—

Ordinary Lettors we| 43,800 6,615 64,575 | 12,250 16,268 16,542

Poat Cards 57 1,247 1,466 44 168 119

Registered Lottors, Packes  ...| 10,954 | 13,308 | 13,307 0,348 0,049 | 10,147

- i

I
1,198,668 (1,286,278 (1,410,001 (1,585,107 (1,720,585 Il.SEU.iﬂ?

A District Post Offices.

- 1504-95. | 1895-96. | 1896-07.
|
Ordinary Letters | 902564 | 1,050,530 | 1075381 |
Post Cards I TR T 34,796 | 94,736
Registered Lotters T 20,506 | 28,749 |
#2095 | “LUATEL | 1,184,068 |
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19. The abhove estimates again, ns they did last vear, disclose the fact that the mail matter hindisd
by the Department has incressed generally ; snd I am ﬁluﬂ. to record again that such increase included
registored mail matter, which nam 156,808, u.gni.ﬂ.st. 42,057, during the proceding year ; and, T am
further glad to say, that not a single article ins miscarrvied in either year, T wish to emphasize this fact,
not only in refutation of the oft-repeated reckless statements, that rogistered articles are constantly lost
and made away with, in the course of trunsmission through the post ; but also, as an answer to othoes,
who deprecate or ignore the necessity for registration of letters, or other packets containing value, be-
cause, us they correctly urgue, that the Post Ofice Department is not Iayulﬁr respongible for the contents
of  registered article, which miscarries in the course of post. I submit that, as shewn above, the safe
trinsmizsion of o large number of rogistersd articles throngh the post anually without loss, or misear-
rirge, must be acsepted, not enly 4s evidence of the peneral honesty of the employés of the Post Office,
but a8 u guarantes of the satisfactory working of the system, of which I earncstly ask the Public to
avnil themselves, not enly for their own Lion, but to put the Post Office employés out of the resch
of temptation, as much as possible, ss well as to relieve the head of this Department of the labour rela-
tive to the enquiry for missing articles, which may or may not have been posted, a point very often dif-
ficult to settle in the ahsence of the unregistered article,

20, 1 do not, ns T have mgntndly suid, elaim for this Department entire immunity from loss, or
miscarriage; indoed it would most unwise, not to say arrogant, for any head of n Post Oftice to do
gn; but I do say that, in the absence of positive evidence, 1 s not Frupumd to endorse or to pam by
unchsllenged, reckless siatements, made sl the cost of the charseter of the Post Office employds, that a
lnrge percentage of letters miscarry, nof ercapting registerad letiers.

2l. 1 d here state, l‘.hnlr:gay ton of complaints of misearringes to the number of letters
pnssing lhmuﬂ:;tha Post is infinitesimal ; such complaints number during the year under review 286;
the total num of letters sent and receiced being cétimated at 4,375,874,

22, T take this opportunity to say also, that esch complaint is carefully enquired into and recorded,
h:;lm may be expected, the result of the enquiry is not, 0s o rule, suceeseiul in the ense of unrepgistersd
mail mutter.

23. 1t must also be borne in mind that an unregistered letter, or other packet, may miscarry with-
out there being dishonesty on the part of onybedy; since it may find its way into another packet,
Inland, or Foreign, ns recently happened o few days ago when o fﬁntlﬁmn was good enough to return
to me o letter nddressed to another porson, and which he hod found ioside an open eiroular to his address,
Curelessucss on the part of the Poster, orof the Addressee's Agent, and of the Addressce, is also very often
the canse of loss, or of delsy, for which the Post Office is blamed, sinee, in addition to its own sh i
it has to bear all the “ sins of omission and commission,” resulting from carelessness and dishonesty.

24, There is nnd hes been o growing desive to have the registration fee reduced to 1d, ; bus I do
not see my way, st present, to recommend such roduction, and I take this opportunity to remind the
public that the registration fee was reduced 50 o, e, from 4d. to 2d. on the Ist June 1863, the latter
wnount being that under the Postal Tnion Rogulations, The incresse numerically shich hos
tuken ploce in regi muil matter sinee the reduction, has not been such as to indicats that the publis
will, to any greater extent, avail themselves of the system, the safoty of which I hope to instil oven at the

cost of repetition. T know that a great obstacle to the more general use of the registration system i
the anpvoidable delay in delivery due to the fact that the resistered packets are not, like ordinary mail
matter, delivered at the houses of the addressees by Letter Carriers, either at the General Post O or
at the District Post Offices, to on unnuthorised Agent ; but under present conditions T am not prepared
to alter the system of delivery at the offives which has worked so well and successfully in the past.

Oceax Mains,

25. The following is u statement shewing the number of Vessels which conveyed Muils to snd
from the Colony :—

Outwirds. Inwards,
1864-95, 1305-96. | 18%0-67. | 1884-05, 1595-96. 186:8-97,
== W\ i T |
.Fé .;'.i i | 1 j 'g
: e | B | 2 £ £
Pl 4|3 |23 4|3 [2|0(3|7)%
R - - - | & | |® ||| ]H
Kinigaton— ‘
Contract ... 63 | 783 68 | T4 49 | 905 & !TEH 52 | T30 41 | 878
i
Non-Comtract | 244 | 526 | 277 | 402 | 240 | 441 | 301 | 588 | 427 | GUB | 234 | 456
Uutporin— 1
Em{nnlﬂd! 64 | 112 L ilﬂ?’ i 63 | 136 30 52 39 il | g8 | 109
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20, 1562 mails were sent vil Jamaica by places abroad.

27. In in recording the fact that the il Barvice to ond from the Mother ﬂuq.hu’, the Dritish
and Foreign West Indies and Central Ameriea, has boen maintained principally by the Steamers of the
Roynl Mail Steam Packet Company, I am unsble, as heretofore, to say that there has not been any
intorruption of the Service ; for the 3. 8. * Orineen,” which left ﬂulllhlmpuu on the 2l December List,
mut bad weather off the coast of Pertugal and had to put into © Penicle™ in consequence of dama
to her * Stearing gear” and could wol sompiete the voyage, the mails being brought on to the West In-
dien Ey the 8, 8. * Elbe” which arvived hare on the lnt.ﬂnury lust, on the same day as the mails which
loft England per R. M. B, * Afvafe.”

28, Tt will be readily understood that the arvival of hoth mails taxed the energios of the Depart.
mont to some extent ; bat, I am glad to say, that notwithstanding the large amount of mail matter which
hind 10 bo deal with, for it must be recollocted that one of the mails contained matter which was due in
advance of the Xmns holidays, sud which is slways very considernble, the delivery was effectod without
delay in Kingston and the mails were dospatched to the several District Post Offices on the evening of
the same day. T take this riunity to bear testimony to the very cheerful and zealous manner in
which the Post Office Ehﬂmlrgﬁ their dutics on the occnsion, as well as to the efficient way in
which the Mail Contractors met the necessity, for providing for the conveyance of the increased quantity
of mails,

20. The non-arrival of the mail of the 2ud Decomber did pot in sny way interrupt the Homoward
Bervice, as the mails were in due course on the 22nd December.

30. 1 mey observe that this in ion only served to mark the ity with which the steam-
ers of the Hoyal Mail Packet Company have, year altor yoar, delivered the muls at this Port.

31. The steamers of the Atlas Company, the Boston Fruit Company and Messrs. J. E. Kerr & Co.
have continued during the year to afford opportunities for the exchange of mails with the United King-
dom, the United States of Amerien and other places abroad. The weekly despateh of mails by the los-
ton Fruit Company’s stcamers, in addition to the regular fortnightly, and sometimes oftener, despatches
of the steamers of the Atles 8. 8. Company have proved of great convenience to the community generally.

32, During the tourist season the steamors of the * Plont Line"” again afforded a few opportunitios
for exchanging mails with the U. 8. of Amerien vil Port Antonio and lmdp.

83, Opportunities for the exchange of Mails with Dolize, British Ionduras, elso existed for o short
poriod during the year by the steamers of the Atles 8, 8, Co,

d4. Muils wore also exchanged with Helifux, Bermuds ond Turks Ielands by the stoamors of
Messra. Picldord & B'ack, which afforded n regular monthly service.

Ivranp Marn Coxvevaxce.

86, 1 am glad to be again able to record that thero has not been any delay or interruption of any of
MMHMulhﬁmmﬁmtmm«rmrhmmmﬂﬂmbmﬂ
m;' 'hlﬂrdimlm}ed their obligations, the mails have arrived at, and been despatched from, the

Post Office and the several District Post Offices with ity : this is the more satisfactory, I
submit, since it must be recollected that the services have been for the most part performed duering the
mgll';ﬁlﬂdnl: l,!I]. -i-mhm 'ithhﬁ‘ mishap of any hi:l:lnl:II G L

h nil Berviees which came into operation during in connection wi apening
of new Post (fices are as follows - — sic =S

On 16th A 15896, Amnctio Bay and Enficld in 8t. Mary

On 13th May, 1896, Bowden “ Port Morant in 8¢, Thomnas
On 17th July, 1896, Spanish Town * Guanobon Vale in 5t, Ontherine
On 20tk “ ” Harbour * N "

Bartons
On Tth October “  Boroughbridgs “ Cave Valloy in 8t. Ann
On®th * * Bt Aon'sBay “ Bamboo in da,

Onldth *  “ Halaclava “ Troy in Trelawny
On 16th “  “  Mile Gully “ Harry Watch in Manchester
On 10th *  “  Black River  Mountainside in 8t. Elizabeth

The above stated mails are all carvied by * Walking Oouriers.”

47, Un the lst May 1896, the Tri-weekly Mail Sorvices between Chapelton and Bock River and
Chapelton und Frankfield were made Daily {hi] Borviees, to avoid the ineonvenience to -
deats at Rock River and Frankfield, respectively, resnlting from the re-arrancement of the Time Table
between Kingston and Chapelton, which beeame nocossary to afford greater facilities to correspondenta
at O Iton, in connection with the Daily Mail Berviees with Kingston and intermediate Offices.

O the 16th June 1596, a Mail and Parcel Post Serviee, in addition to the Tri-weskly Mail
Bervice, was establishod between Montego Bay and Luces, in conncction with the train to from
Kingston, &e. vil Hmh&ﬂl}.

39. The opening of the Railway between Bog Walk and Port Antonio, has resulted in the oxtension
ol the daily mail service by train. to Port Antonio and intermediate Offices on the line. This service,
which commenced on the 24th Aogust, gives Port Antonio and the Offices between Aunotto Bay and Port
Antonio, like Montego Bar, &c, the benefit of a mail service with Kingston, in addition to the tri-
weekly mail service which travels at t and which hss to be maintained in comnection with other
similar services travelling at the same time, and with which, so 10 speak, it has to “ dove-tail” so as not
to disloeste the F'ostal Cirenit, which would be the case if mails be seut by train travelling oaoly in day-

ght.
49. A daily mail service was also eatablishod on the lst Septomber 1806, in connsetion with the
roflway extension to Port Antonio, between Kingston and Port in vid Richmond, thuos EITJ:F the
rosidenta of Port Maria and surrounding distriots the convenience, for which they have been waiting,
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not “E of exchanging rmails daily with Kingston, but of sending sod receiving Ioland and Foreign

Paroe

41, On the Ist Boptember 1806, the tri-weekly mail service between Green Tsland and Luces
censed, nod a daily mail and parcel post service was satablishied in Heo thereof : the time table being so
armnged 83 to conneot on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays with the additicnal tri-weokly sorvies
botwesn Montege Bay and Lucea, will the milway.
1 42. Advantage was taken of the expiration of the Mail Contract between Dry Harbour and Browa's
Town, to include m the new contract & parcel post service, Inland and Foreign, which took elfect on the

1st October, 1896.
Districr Post Orvices,

43. The number of District Post Offices in existence al the end of the year under review is 142, m
I-lh-illﬂ 130, at the end of the year Fﬁﬂding, Pust Oificesa hl'rinx been established in the undermen-
tioned Districts—

Castloton in the Purish of St. Mary on 13th April, 1896.
Enfield in the Parish of St. Mary on 15th April, 1806,

Bowden in the Pariah of 8. Thomas on 13th May, 15046,
Runaway Bay in the Parish of Bt. Aon on Lst Ju’l{. 1898,
Guannboa Vale in the Parish of 8t. Catherine on 17th July, 1896,
Bartons in the Parish of Bt. Catherine on 20ih July, 1896,
Boroughbri in the Parish of 3. Ann on Tih Oct,, 1896,
Bamboo in the Parish of Bt. Ann on 9th Oet., 1896,

Troy in the Parish of Trelawny on 14th Oet, 1806,
Harrywatch in the Parish of er on 16th Det , 1896,
Mountainside in the Parish of $t. Elizabeth on 19th Oct., 1896,
Gregory Park in the Parish of 5t. Cstherine on 2nd Oct., 1896.

Making a total of 37 District Post Offices established during the three years with that now
under review, which [ submit i= some evidenee thut neither thia Department nor the Governmont has
boen unmindful of, or disregardod, the claims of the public in this connection, and, that, as stated in
the 12th paragraph of my last snnual report, Post (Mfices aro recognised as factors for good in Districta
und communities and as having an educating and civilising offect,

44, The Post Office at Richmond has besn removed to Meok Spring near the Railway Station ; but
the name of Richmond has boen retained.

Moxky Onpens,
45, The trapsactions of the Money Order Dranch are as under, and compare with the two yean

preceding as under :—

United Kingdom.
Jumnien Tssue, Puyable in Jamaiea. Proportion of
Commission
Year. aceruing to
Neo. Amount, Na. Amount.
&% & = & a a % s &
1884-95 1,294 MHE45 0 2 1,064 2648 11 3 638 2 4
1886-948 P P00 4045 16 T 1,241 2807T B O 601 16 3
1806 97 BG6R® | 1075 O O 1480 8465 11 9 i84 9 11
Uniled Siates of America.
1594-95 2,748 9.043 6 10 405 1248 2 2 161 18 11
1=95-06 G007 10,771 16 3 6 1672 16 4 | 164 15 ©
1896-97 2,032 10,234 2 4 616 1679 13 10 | 16T 4 6
Dominion of Canada,
B94-95 244 1,146 8 8 60 47 3 3 15 4 3
:Eﬂﬁ—ﬂﬁ i 291 L2zas o 11 a0 206 12 3 16 2 ¢
1896-9T il arl 1844 1 10 a6 358 0 1 % 3 9
British (uiana.
1894-95 80 129 8 0 76 980 12 8 4709
1805-96 s 106 0 9 63 137 16 1 2 6860
1806-97 e 61 96 4 2 0l 193 0 3 210 4
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Barbados.
1834-556 ‘ 154 i 270 18 6 L a5 1 b i 6 4
1845-96 .| an | 524 1R B 158 | 383 14 10 | 9 1 3
1886-47 K | i | 632 18 © 169 226 4 2 1217 &5
! | |
Windward and Leeward [elands.
1894-95 40 ‘ o 14 4 120 278 1.8 | 118 10
1F95-96 e &0 a6 1 10 116 142 14 7 2 3 8
1806-07 H2 i 116 2 10 95 168 14 10 2 850
Turks Island.
From Moy 1898 to i
March 1897 11 41 & 6 200 726 18 8 413 b
|
British Honduras,
From May 1836 to
Murch 1897 B 2217 T 56 132 0 6 017 1

46, The sbove detuils, summarised, compare with the transactions of the yesr 1805-06 as under—

Jumaicn Iesuo, Nao. Amonnt.
18945-496 3,116 £47242 13 0
1896-07 1,648 43,863 16 B
Tasue of other Conntries payable in Jamaica :—
1885-96 2,154 44l 1 1
1896-97 2,711 7050 4 1

47, There has, it will be =eom, been & decrease in the total number ns well na in the smount of the
Orders drawn by Jamuics on other places : & result which I think may fairly be attribated to the general
depression in trade already veferred to. On the other hand thers has been an increase in the drafts by
other countries on the Colony such increase having vecurred ehiefly in the orders of the Mother Oountry.

48, The net amount of Commissions which aecraed to the Colony as u resnlt of the sbove stated
Money Order Exchan ges is £414 5s. Bd. as shewn by the following details :—

£ oon d
Unitad Kingdom 483 14 8
United States of America 167 4 €
Dominion of Canada 26 3 9
British Guisne e 210 4
Barbados L 1217 &
Windward and Leewnrd [alands 2 80
Turks lelunds 433 &
British Hondurss 017 1
700 9 2
Lo promium on remittances— £ 8 d
nited Kingdom 198 15 0
TUnited States Pha 76 19 3
Canada 89 & 2
Barbados 1 3 3 286 3 8
£414 B 6

49, On the 1st May, 1896, a Money Order Exchange between this Colony and British Hondaras
game into ngerati:m ¢ and, on the same date, the Money Order Exchange with Turks Island, formerly
conducted through the Island Treasury, began to be effected through the Post Office.

Posran Oznens,

50. The subjoined statement gives the total number and amount of the Postal Orders issued and
sold during the year.
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|

3 Pne_w.u. Ornrns _I.I's_s':mn.’ :

!_'.' 1884-95. 1836-06, ! 189097,
At e - TERCICERS e |
E ) - | W &
-5 Clrmpuia- Commds- | Uommig-
= No. | Face Valum. giomn. No. | Faee Value, wign. | No. | Face Value, siom,
=1 |
5. d, £ 8 4 £ w4 £ 0 d) £ s d £ 8 d| £ v d
32,6500 B12 10 0 67 14 2| 12650 28 -6 036 7 1| 14,530 368 2 El 29 16 1
10 15025 951 & 0 31 6 Op 27800) 1,800 0 0 5718 4 | 31.676) 1,588 15 ! 65 19
1 13,9256 ga0 7 8] 26 18 &Y 29850 2163 16 O &2 2 1 83, 2520 O 0 F0 0 0
2 g 25750 8218 16 O 53 12 11| 20770 2,721 17 6.6 0 74 45875] 65,734 T ¢ 9511 b}
& 851100 83277 10 Of1od 12 o | 28870 7,217 10 {illi‘l'r 810 24,475 6,118 15 o101 19 7
10 20516 10,257 10 0170 19 2 | 23,8046 11,4912 10 ﬂi]‘&ﬂ 10 10 | 21,u850 10,642 10 /176 14 3
1 —
131,825/22,286 17 6456 3 & [151,770{26,721 17 rJlrpzﬁ 4 D{]l'q']ﬂ&ﬁiﬂﬁ,ﬂﬁ? 10 0389 1 10}

Posrarn Orpers BoLn.

— 1804-95. 189596, 120697,

£ &5 4 £ a d £ a 4

April 2,000 10 6 20567 4 0 2219 3 0
May 0 2219 10 0 2981 3 0
June i 1,914 11 ¢ 2127 & 6 2420 15 0
Tuly 1,842 1 @ 2223 3 6 2,198 3 6
August 1,747 4 O 2012 9 6 20068 & 0
Beptember o 1E17 12 e 2206 3 6 1091 1 6
Ovtober 1338 5 0 2176 8 0 2038 0 6
Novembor 1,786 3 0 24589 13 O 2,160 15 0
December 2033 18 6 474 1 0 2448 4 6
January 1,885 4 6 2081 3 0 2,006 10 0
Februnry 1,876 10 6 200 2 B 2,140 15 0
March F 2,104 18 0 2422 156 6 2468 14 0O
L2097 4 0 26483 3 0 26,577 10 0

dl. Comparing the travssctions with those of the yenr preceding, it will be scon that there has
only been n elight ingroase over the last year, in e total * fues value” of Postal Orders sold : the large
inereass which has heen l.-nkiﬂ.“ pl.uu- rl.ml.unﬂ:,? sinoe Lhe inrmgurn.l‘.inn nf the ayatom ]:mri.ug apparently
censed, nnless it can bo that the peneral depression has also affected the purchosing power of the com-
munity in the matter of Postal Orders, I cannot, withoat dots, express an opivion upon this point,
The Postal Orders eontinue to be wsed more as o means of remittanes thon as a medinm of circulation,
because, 1 believe, it is not generully understood, that the Postal Orders may not be presented for re-
demption for at least three months after the end of the monih in which thﬂj' are issued, after which
time an additional eommission equal to the original commission is charged on redomption, Tor each
period of thrie months.

Exvexmrore. -

52. The expenditure on acconnt of the Post Offies, not including Telegraphs, which is stated sopa-
rl.tuly herenfter, iz £25828 . 04d., being £2,409 % 0d. in exeess ol the exponditure for the corres-
ponding period of the vear preceding,  The following is o comparative statement shewing the ex-

diture under each head of service, while the details under cach sub-head of Estimates will be found
o the return imnexed {o this report.

Baluries, Muil Conveynnoe, —_ _—
Year. = e e =
Head Offices DHatrict Inland. Ocean, Bervices. Total.
Offices,

£ —wiedd) B wedl @ s Al & o w-d| 8 & £  d
1884-95 | hT1H 6 8 ii".-lﬂ'.! G ¢ |8419 ¢ 912028 10 8 4612 12 63(22,198 3 1%

1885-096 028 16 4 2635 0 O (9020 2 291062 1 1 4,471 15 Lﬂ 22018 4
1896-97 - ETEE 12 72681 B0 {9841 2 11§22 1 8 |f.|,317 17 1425333 § ﬁ
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53. The above comparison shews that the increase is to be found under t!wa following heads.

Halariea Head Office P, £269 16
District Offices Hid 145 19 9 415 16 O
Conveyance of Mails.— _—
Inland 821 0 9
Coesn aTr 0T 1148 1 4
Sereices,— o —_— 816 1 B
£2409 19 0

54, Theincrease under **Salaries” has reselted from theusual annual inerements tothe Staff employved
gt the Genernl Post Offices, Kingston; the establishment of new District Post Offices during this and the
ceding year, snd the employment of additionn]l Messengers for the conveyance of Muils between new
%ﬂﬂ on the Roilway lines.
55, The increase under Inland Mail Conveyanee results from additional Mail Services in eonnection
with Railway extension, ns well as from new Mail Services in relation to the new Distriet Post Offices.

B6. The increase under * Ocesn Mail Conveyunee” is in respect of the * Sea-transit-rates” payvable
to the United Kingdom,

57. The inerease under the head of “Services” has oceurred, principally, in the itoms for contingeneies,
Letter Carriers Uniforms, Mail Bags and Wrappers, Rent of Post Offices, Twine and Wax, Manufacture
of Stampe, Printing, and Statiovery and Forniture, all of which may fuidy T submit be stiribated to
the growth and expansion of the Department.

68 In addition to the sbove stuted expenditure, the sum of £3,000 has been charged against the
Poat Office out of the total sum of £5,140 paid to the Imperial Exchoguer, by the Crown Agoents for the
Colony's proportion of the * Postal Union Contribution.” 1f fer purpose of compurison of receipts with
exponditure this sum of £5,140 be added to the expenditure above detailed, the result will be to shew a
deficit of £6,037 11s. 10§d.

50, For Steam Communication round the Island the Atlas Company received through this Depart-
ment, the usual wnnusl subsidy of £1,800, the payment of the full amount is evidence of the satisfuctory
pature of the service, in o far we relates to the observance of the approved [tinerary, winps it has not
been necessary to impose any penalties for fuilure to keep time. The amount g0 paid to the Atlas Com-

18 not imcluded in the Post Uffice Vote, as it has not any relstion to it, and has therefore not been
E:l!udud in the nbove stated expenditore,

60, The 8. B, Bpey of the . M. 8. Packet hns also been employed ns o Coastal steamer but not
under subsidy.

Mt Coacugs,
61. The following is s statement of the earnings by the respective lines of Mail Cosches as com-
pared with those of the two yesrs preceding :—

I.—Kingston and Monlego Bay.

Tuan Passengers’ Fares Pareels. Total.
£ & 4 £ 8 d B 8 d
189405 78 9 9 425 10 9 1,144 0 B
1805-06 40 2 6 341 19 6 w2 2 0
1896-07 458 11 3 373 18 3 B2 10 6

IT.—Moniego Bey and Lucea.

Yeamn. Pussengers’ Fares, Parcels, Tutal,
T e £ s 4 £ s d £ s d
1884-95 i 108 12 0 14 1 8 122 13 9
1B05-96 o 2 0 11 0 3 11 2 g
1806-97 W 130 16 1519 6 146 15 0
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LI —Kingston and Poré Anfonse.

Yran, Passengers’ Faros, Parcels, Total.
£ o 4 £ & d £ s 4
180495 409 14 0 2690 10 3 66 4 3
1595-96 s 471 18 0 270 10 © 642 8 0
1806-97 293 1 6 4317 B 466 19 0
IV.—Hingaton and Annotio Bay.
YEAR. Pussengers’ Faroa. Parcels. Total,
£ s d £ s d £ »n d
1894-95 ek 204 14 6 i 9 3 254 3 9
189596 el 27T 4 9 8419 9 02 4 8
1896-97 e 5 0 8 49 9 0 108 o @
V.—Kingeton and Gordon Town.
YEan, Pussengers’ Farcs, Parcels. Total.
£ n d £ a d £ s d
Octaber, '95 to March, '96 . 3216 6 199 34 6 3
71 3 @ T15 © 7818 0
VL. —Kingston and Chapelion,
YEan. Passengers' Fares. Parcels. Total
£ a d £ o 4 £ s d
From Fqul.ry to Mmh, ‘86 i 113 9 113 9
1306=87 wia w 818 6 P18 &
VIIL—&¢t. Aun's Bay and Port Maria.
Yeam Passengers' Fares. Parcels. Total.
- £ s d £ s i £ u d
From May 1896, to March, 1807 ... 11 2 0 3 7 0 41 9 0
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IX —Dry Hacbour avd Brows's Town.
Yran. Passengers' Fares. Parcols. Total,
& s d £ a d s d
From Oct., 1896, to March 1897 o 1T 0 0 17 0 0
X.—Lucea and Green Laland.
Yaau Passengors' Fares. Purcels. Total.
e = i &3 d
From Sep., 1886, to March, 1867 12 18 25 3 15 & 3
XI—Richmond and Port Marix.
Yran, Passengers’ Fares, Pureals. Total.
.é_ s d £ s d £ 5 d
From Bep., 1806 to 3arch, 1897 45 2 0 IT10 3 2 18 3
XIL—XMoulpelier and Sue -la-Mar.
Yran. Passengers’ Fores. Parcels. Total.
£ a.-? £ s d £ d
1B96-87 107 2 8 6l 12 © 168 15 3
XTI —Ipawich and Black Rives.
Yean Pussengers' Fares, Parcels. Total.
P £ g 4. £ sj. £ o d
1896-97 214 2 0 6312 3 279 14 3
XIV.—Balaclaca and Santa Crus.
Toak. Pussengers' Fares. Pareals. Tatal,
£ s d £ s d £ d
180687 40 19 0 31 890 ™™ 70
XV.— Williomsflald and Mandarille.
Yran. Pussen gers' Furos. Parcels. Total.
ari 4 4 2 4 55
1896-097 o 46 2 9 46 2 8
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62, The total carnings have been as under —
Passonger Fares ik £1.371 18 3
Parcels 973 3 6
£2345 1 9

being an incrense of £53 4s. M. over the receipis of 1895-96, which has been dus entirely to the estab-
lishment of the new Cosch Services, which have beon suthorised during the year, in connoction with
the contracts concladed for the mnwi'lunm: of mails ; for in the cuse of Lhe Coach Services established
previously, there hus been & decided falling off in receipts for passengers, notably batween Kingston
and Montego Bay, Kingston and Annotto Buy, and Kingston and Port ﬁm.m vifh lath, in consequence
of Bailway extension and iner-ased facilities by Coastal Steamers,

63, The following Mail Conch Services ir the conveyanoe of posssngers and parcels, came into
operstion during the year, in counection with contracts for the Conveyance of Mails, viz. St. Ann's Bay
and Port Maria on Let May, 1596,

Montego Bay and Lucea on 16th June, 1596, creating, with the service already in existence, a daily
Mail Coach Service betwesn the places nimed and intermediate offices.

Richmond awd Port Marie on lst September, 189G, daily, in connection with the Train Servics
between Bog Walk and Richmond.

Green Tsland and Luces on 1st B-a&tnmber, 180, daily, and in connection with the Montego Bay
and Luces Conch Service, on Tuesdays, Thuradays and Soturdays snd with the train from Monte

fi4. Permission has also been granted to the Mail Contruoior between Dry Harbonr and gﬂ
Town to convey passengers in the Mail Conveyance; but he did not avail himself of the comcession,
therefore, the service is only limited to the conveyanece of Mails and Parcels; an sreangement which haa
cnabled residents in the Brown's Town District ¢ send and receive Inland and Foreign Parcels,

65. The Heceipts on sccount of Passengers and Parcels, have in the cane of the Services botwesn
Kingston and Montego Bay, Montego Bay and Luces, and Kingston and Port Auntonio, and Kingston
and Gordon Town, belong to the Mail Ooach Contractors, less 10 per cent. claimed by the Department
for booking at the General Poat Office and at the several District Post Offices ; but in all the other cases
the collections on wecount of Pussengera fares only are placed to their eredit—the collections on acconnt
of parcels being retained and placed to the credit of Postal Revenue, the amonnt lodged being £273.
As pointed out in the 57 paragraph of my last Annual Report, iu all future similar Services the receipts
on account of freight on parcels will be retained similarly, by which means there will be s gradual ex-
tension of the Parcels Post system to outlying Ihstricts,

Rervewen Lerrer Brawow.
66. The following exhibits the number of letters, &e. deslt with in the Returned Letter Branch.

Bay
TOWI'S

Paid. Unpaid.
Lettora returned to the United Kingdom 1,059 233
" L to other Countries 2,316 485
" " to Writers in the Jalund 8,54 2,145
] Destroyed, being illegible or anonymous 2,748 785
L Destroyed, Writers not baving been found 2,660 To0b
Newspapers returned to the Publishers 4,230

67. The asmount of unpaid postage on unclaimed Mail Matter which had 4o be written off us irre-
covernble is £55 0s. 3d.

68. Value to the amonnt of £415 ls. 7d. was found in 1,403 unclaimed Packets and vwas reposted
to the Writers under registered covers,

69. Asa result of the sugmentation of the 8taff by the system of Auxilary Female Clerks, I am glad
to be able to record that uneluimed Mail Matter is now very promptly treated : the letters, &e., which
nre returned weekly as unclaimed, &c, from the General Post Office and the several Distriet Post Offices
being opened and returned before the end of ".?.“ following week.

RLEGRAVHA,

70. The following is a detailed statement of the collection on aceount of ** Telegraphs,” as compared
with the receipts for the corresponding period of the years ended :—

— 1894-95. | 1895-96. I LBY6-417.
ET

£ s d £ s d |
Stamps sold - 0,580 3 O 6140 18 6 5460 10 9
Additional charge on Books sontaining Message Forms ... 612 9 G611 0| 6 8 6
Fees for opening Biations out of the Otfice Hours — 3 0 0 g 0 | 4+ 0w
5,008 16 6 (6,156 9 6 56,470 19 3

|

TL Aatgoinmi oat in my general remarks under the head of " Revenue" the Telegruph receipts
pre legs by the sum of £676 1Us. Bd. than those of the year 1895-96, as a result not only of
general depression, but of the Private Telephone Wire System.

72 e me which were sent and received during the year number 08,202 as aguinst 110,715
during 1895-96, [ the total number 1,800 were sent over the Railway Lines,
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73. 1 annex a return shewing the number of messages sent from, and received at, sach Station.

74. At pome of the District Stations it will bo observed that the Telegraph business done is not
very extensive, but I should hesitate, on that ground, particalarly during n period of depression, which,
I hope, may soon pass away, to recommend the withdrawnl from such districts of the benefits of telegra-
p]:s: cortnmly not as long ss the dutics of the Operator ean be combined with those of 8 Postmistross,
und both receipts on necount of Post Office and Telographs cover, or very nearly so, the working sxpenses
of the Post Office and Telograph Station. Tt must bo borne in mind that a District Telegraph Station
ia mot only of immedinte benetit to persons residing in the mighhnnrhmn], but that it also incresses the

ees of every other Telegraph Station in the Island which can send messuges to und from it. A
Telegraph Station in n district also brings the distriet into tonch with the rest of the civilised world,
since messages can bo sont to, and received from places abroad, under the armngement with the West
India snd Panama Telegreph Compuany.,

75. The sum collected by the Post Office Department on behalf of the W. I & Panama Telegraph
Oo. during the year is £2,058 10s. 1d. which amount haa been puid in due course to the Company’s %ll;rk
in Charge in this Island,

76. The expenditure by the Post Office for the Working Expenses of the Telegraph Department
during the year under review, amounts to £7,656 8s, §d. being £62 8s. 3d. less than that for the pre.
ceding year. The following is o statement of the expenditure under each head of service, as compared
with that for the ysars 1894-03 and 1895-96.

Yenr. 1894-95. 1895-06. 1596-97,

. £ w &£ b & B oo d
Balsrios 062 6 0 [4,285 14 4 4399 12 1
Weges e wf 820 1 Bf) B47T 10 11 | 867 13 1
Barvices o104 4 342485 11 52288 3 3

T.075 12 0 (7618 16 8 |7656 B 5

77. IT the above stated cxpenditure on necount of © Telographs” by the Post Office, be added to the
amount expended by the Public Works Department in maintaining and iring the line, viz., £1,974 2a.
1d., it will be found that the total expenditors is £0,530 105, 64, and, if such total expenditure be com-

with the receipts say £5 478 185 3d. the deficit shewn is £4,000 11s, 3d. 08 apainet o defieit of
£3,682 13a. 10d. for the corresponding period 1865-96.
The net decrenae in the expenditure is explained thus:

Decrease—
Bervines £166 8 2
Tnerease—
Salaries 133 18 11
Net decrenso £62 B 3
78. The number of Telograph Stations in existence at the closs of the Financial year undar roview
in 69, as pgainegt G6 at the end of the previous yaar,

79, Telegraph Stations have boen opened during the year at the fullowing places in eonnection with
Diistriet Post Offices :—

“ Caatleton,” in the Parish of 5% Mary, on the 13th April, 1806,
“ Highgate,” in the Parish of 5t. Mary, on the 16th June, 1896,
“ Runmeay Bay,” in the Parish of 8. Aon, on the lst July, 1806,

80. A Telegraph Station was again opened on the Race Course, Kingston, during the Races on the
15th, 16th and 17th Decembor last. ‘

81, During the year the “Double-Current System™ of Tolegraphy, which was adopted in February,
1806, on the lines between Kingston and St Ann's Bay and Kingston and Mandeville, has worked very
suceesafully and bemeficially ; arrangements are being made for extending it to the sections, Mandeville
to Sav.-la-Mar, Bav,-la-Mar to Montogo Bay and Montego Bay to 5t Ann's Bay, thus incloding the
system in the entire “Wesiern Main Circunits”

82, The advantages af the aystam nre, that it enables the work not only to be transmitted more ax-
peditiously, but it also enables the cireuit to be worked in the face of considerable interforences and dis-
turbances which are peculiar to over-head lines, while, at the same time, less powerful currents are
needed, and the sireuit can es o result be used to much greater distances,

83, The “ Double-Current SBystem,” slthough a decided imPruw:nuut does not supply the pluce of
an efficient Duples, or Quadrupler systom, such as is employed m the Mother Country, &e, ; but the in-
troduction of either of such systems into the Telﬂg:ﬂh Servies of this Colony has earefully con-
gidered and found to be impracticable ; even if the tive circnmstaness justitied its adoption, beeause,
not only of the initial expenditure for Instruments, &e., but of that, which would be considerable, for
the additional staif, supposing that efficient clerks, which sre required to give effect to the system, could
be obtained.

84. As a result of the work done in the *“ School of Telegraphy,” at the Head Station, Kingston,
during the year under report, I have to record that the number of diduwtos sdmitted is 26, and that
23 passed as competent.

#5. At tho end of the year the number of competent noxilisry stafl of learners is 38, and I again
have much pleasure in testilying to the efficiont servieo cheerfully rendoved by such auxilinry in
the nbaence of the permanent 1, M's, and Tolegraph Clerks, in cosos of illness and otherwise. Of the
Competent Auxiliary Stall 37 were appointed permanently to vacancies



h14

SUPPLEMENT TO THE JAMATICA GAZETTE. [Dec. 9, 1807.

86, The
rendered

ent stafl of Postmnistresaes aud Telegraph Clerks also, I am glad to say, on the whals
and faithful service,

Parcer Post.
87. The ful]uwmg is n statoment of the transactions of the Pareels Post Branch, as mmp.nred with
those of the two yesrs preceding :—

Pameuwrs Becrrven,

Consignments. Purcels, Import Dty Oollected,
From
1804-|1895-l1806- 1894 | 1895~ 1896-| 1s94-95. | 1895-96. | 1s9p-07,
95. | w6, | o7. | 95 | 96, | or.
ol e By
United Kingdom ...| 26 | 26| 26 | 8640 8,004 027701228 13 9/1416 4 7 1,437 12 8
British West Indics | 93 | 110 | 115 | 22| 254 267 ' 9 9 6/ 8 0 0 11 § 9
United Btates of | 69 | 73 | 106 | 1,574 2,043 3,818 85 9 2| 120 13 7 14117 4
America
Dominion of Cansds | 12| 12| 18| 108 195 1460 8 1 0| 5 58 7196
200 | 221 | 259 | 10,54 11.44&13,5u%|,3m 13 51,650 & 6| 1,508 19 4

Postage Aecrued to Jamaica.

Dieclared Valoe of Parcels.

1894-95. | 1805-96. | 1896-97. 1894-085, 1895-96. 1806-97.
2 e 4] £ » d _ab g d| £ H-.-_d- £ u E 3 s d
United Kin LHB0 T TA85 6 241465 16 9313316 16 T|14478 5 1 lhﬁl? 0
DBritish West Im‘imﬂ 114 18 3 127 2. 8 135 10 11
United _E-I.l.tu of L4l7 19 & L9#6 12 11 | 2012 O &
rich
Dominion of Canada | 1 15 74 2 1 104 0 18 4 41 3 B 6217 3 85 18 &
62 3 3|87 7 1 |5e6 14 11414890 17 916,654 17 9 18845 10 ¢
Parceis Desratoien,
Consiguments. Parcels, Postage Accrued to Jumaiea,
188418851808~ 1854 | 1895~ | 1896~ | 1884-05 1895-96. 189607,
5. | 86. | 87, 84, 96. a7.
£ & _'d_. £ 8 d £ l-.._;.-
United Kingdom ... 26 | 27 98 12,031 12,204 12,594 | 64 1 104 74 10 & 83 12 14
British West Indies | 121 | 13% | 180 271 3490 G800 T14 0 13 38 4 14 11 8
United States of 73 70| Bb 406 451 643 18 1 & 2L 4 0© 24 1T &
America
Dominion of Cavadn | 12 12 12 il 71 et 1 & & 1.8 3 111 10§
233 | 257 | 264 (2,964 (3,200 |3,605 | 91 1 O 110 6 11 | 12413 2
Declared Value of Parcels.
180405, 1895-96, 1596-97.

: ; £ 5 i FR P £ n d
United Kingdom ’ i 2388 18 1| 2984 4 o0F | 2554 18 1
British West Indies i i63 10 3 262 2 5 218 2 Eg
United States of Amorion 230 17 1o | 327 3 0} 456 17 7
Dominion of Canada s 12 8 7 28 12 2 41 16 2

272 15 &) 4002 1 8 3273 14 5
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88. A summary of the above shews, that the total smount which has seerued to the Coleny from
Parcels Post Exchanges with other Countries, is £2,200 6s. Thd., of which the sum of £641 Ta, 31d ., is
in respect of Postages, and £1,595 19s. 4d. Customs Import duty, which has been collected st the
General Post Office, Kingston, and at the several District Post (Mfices,

89, In addition to the Import duty collected om the contents of parcels by the Parcels Post, Tm-
duty to the amount of £43 3x (. wos assssed and collected by the Customs Officials on the con-
tents o 882, registored and unregistored packets which were received in the Ondinary Mails from the
United Kﬂdnm, the United States, &e., and which were dotained for examination in the presence of a
Customs Ufficer ; the addressee or nutherised Agent being notifiod of the detention and  being present
at the exmmination,

90, Tt will be seen from the incroass which hes again taken place i the number of parcels which
have been roceived and despatched, particalarly in the former, that the public continue to take sdvan-
tage of and to appreciate the facilitios afforded by the Parcel Post.

91. I bave again to record that notwithstanding the large sumber of parcels dealt with. T have not
received & single complaint of the loss, or miscarriage, of a parcel. This continuanes of immunity from
loss, may, I submit, be regarded as satisfactory, particularly so when it i recollected that a great many
m E'ug"t:a:n;n.w.nm““hnlﬂm or delivery, us soon as possible alter the arrival of the

92. On tho lst November, 1806, an arrangement concluded between the Post Office of the United
Btates of America and this Department, emne into force for the transmission, by post, s samples of
merchundise, of prokages of live Beos sulijoot to the conditions which have been duly advertised, vig, :—
The Bees must bo placed in boxes so nnmiruuml. a8 to avaid all denger and to permit the contents to ba

The boxes must be wooden, and be elosed with & wire soreen protected by a moveable wooden lid.
MrscsLiaxsors.

83. In the 8lst paragraph of my last Annual Report, 1 recorded the fact that the Government had
spproved of the Salaries attaching to the then existing vacant offices in the Third Olass of Clerks, 4 in
number, being made availeble for the smpla t of young women. The ides of an auxilisry female
stafl, to the extent of 8 in number, has thus been given practicsl effect to, with the best reaults
to the Department and to the publio siuee the young women who bave been employed ot the General
Poat Office, Kingston, and who huave been selected from the competent stalf of Telograph operators,
most of whom had & fuir knowledge of Post Office dutivs ut Distriot Post Otfices, have discharged
their duties in to’llé?nﬂr, Iuithfully efliciently.

94, While iency has not 'bun-nriﬂmithnmhuhmnlmmnrinl gain to the siaff of 4.
Nearly sll the Post Offices and all the District Tolegraph Stations sre conducted by women, snd I ean
certainly bear testimony to their probity and efficiency erally.

95. Oun the L5th July, 1806, a ‘ﬂunidnlitnryo% correspondance by Latter Carriers in Spani
Town was inaugurated, Iﬁtmarmn being two in pumber, and the town limits of the delivery

ing as follows : North—Brunswick and Kent Streets; Bouth—Burke Road ; East—Monk Street and
Barrett Stroot ; West—Wellin Street and Prince Lone,

96. The system has worked satisfactorily, as I have not had any complaints to the contrary.

97, Addivional Streed Letter Boros hove beon established, on the 30th October, 1808, at the under-
mentioned sites :—

* Torrington Bridge ;" “Constabulury Station, South Camp Road ;" “Fire Brigade Station ;" “Con-
stabulary Siation, Brown's Town ;" “Highholboru and Laws Sireets ;" “Myrtle Bank Hotel ;" “Regent

i

Street and Spanish Town Ro-d.”
98. To provide for clearing the boxes, the subordinate siafl had to be increased by two
99. I regret to record that it became to dismiss én bloe seven of the staff of Letter Car-

riers during the year for insubordination. Some of the men had been employed for some time, and it
is a pity, on that sceount, that they did not deem it necessary to shew u better example to thoss who
had employed more recently.

100, In this connection, T would remark that I find some difficalty in obtaining, notwithstanding
carelul scrutiny und selection, suitable men us Letter Carriers, the qualifications for which are, intimate
knowledge of tho eity, nn elementary education, and last, bui not least, probity.

101. The class of g men, with the educational qualifieations regui which could be obtsinsd
:rny:un ago when E first jnﬂnodhlhn.mthﬁiﬁg servioe, is not now ::::“M" for the educational

vantages ;"llﬂl‘.l ab their di Ve the rising generation to higher employment, prin-
i in the Civil Berviee of the Colony,

02. The subordinate staff of Sortors and Letter Carriers has boon further weakenod from time to
time by the transfer of some of the most intalligent to the stafl of Out-Deor Officers of the Customs
and s “ Runners” to the “ Kingston Collectornte” of the Internal Revenue Department, lor which latter
place their knowlodge of the eity peculinrly fits them.

103. My efforts to submit this Anoual Heport at on carlier date, have, [ regret to any, been frus-
trated in consequence of the temporary disorganization of the Acooustant Brunch through illness, as
glready brought under the notice of the Government. It is not possible to avail for clerical work in
the Contral or Administrative Branches of the services of any of the Siafl in the Circulation Branch,
many of whom are not very experienced in any case, sinoe doing so would result in dull;' in the receipt,
delivery and despatch of the mails, which eannot be entertuined, for, like “time and tide,” Mail Steamers
sud Mail Trains will not wait. T

Ve, '

The Hon. The Oolonial Becrotary, Kingaton,

Gro, I, Pearce, Postmaster for Jamaion.
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Return shewing the Gross Revenue and Expenditure of the Post Office

Post OFriog--

Pontages on Unpaid Correspondence received st Dintviot Post Offices
Postages on Unpaid Oorrespondencs recoivad at the Gensral Post Offios
Postages on Unpaid Correspondence received from the United Kingdon
Poatages on Unpaid Correspondence received from British Pomscasions and

Foreign Uountries -
Stamps sold by the Department
Stampa sold by Stamp Commissioner -
Bant of Private Leiter Boxes s
Feos for Conveyance of Private Letter Bags
Commission on Money Orders
Less promium on Remittances :
United Kingdom £198 16 0
United Staten 7618 3
Conada 9 & 1
Barbados 1 3 3

286 3 B

Feos for Detention of Country Letters per Packet for Delivery in Kingston

Fioe Account
Commission on Mail Coach Collections =
Discount on Stamps purchased from the Public
Commission on Postal Orders sold

Mail Ooach Collections -

TErRoRAPHE—
Binmpa sold
Additional Charge on A 1 and B Books

Feen for keeping Telegraph Offices open out of Offios hours

san

ELT]

£ = 4 £ n d
398 8 0}
fu8 12 9§
g1 )

195 17 1}
7571 12 &)
5123 810

68 9 0

55 0

414 6 6

1012 0
12 10
5919 9
010 8
534 3 9}

213 0 0 24928 8 9

5460 10 9
6 B @
£ 00 GATO 19 3

.i‘.;.ll..'!,iuﬂ 4 0
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Department during the Financial Year ended 31st March, 1897,

BAtARIES—
of Postmastar for Jamaica = S
Saluries of Ulerks =
Clerioal Assistance i s
Wagen of Sorters, Letter Carriers, &e,
Packot Nowspaper Borters - P
Balarien of District Postmistresses, &o. s

Mossengers conveying Mail between General P-ut Office and Railway Station

Commisgion ox Sramrs BoLn—

Poundage on Stamps sold by Department o o
Discount on Stamps sold by Stamp Commissionsr
Convevinoe or Mams—
Contractors via
Packet Mail Bervice -
P'roportion of Postags phnul to oredit of United l.illin- -
Bhip Lettor Gratuitiea v
&nﬁ;mdﬂ:ﬂ:hﬁm?ﬂﬂlﬂh snd Ra[ln Btations o

ance of Mails between General PMDHHMU Park Camp
Rales payabls to Union Countries other than United Kingdom

Emmvioes—

Uontingenciea e . ane

Letter Uarriers Uniforms ... i

wlhl ﬂn II - e awm

L:hllng nmut o e woe

H ur-atill d w e [Tl HEE

all Bags an rappers ... o

Travelling Charges ae "

Allowanoo for Buﬂinu out u!! ﬂﬂu houts

Ient of Post Oflices v il

Twine and Wax .'..

Ihﬂlni'l‘uhu of Stamps e s e

“ Hm md I , P‘ .- LER) EE L)
!‘urnltuu -
Conveyance by Tram for Letter Carriers, &c. - s

Postar Uston CosTRIZUTION.

Contribution to the United Kingdom to meet additional loss consequence
on joining Postal Union nies et
Dmiwssox Esrmizs—

Be-directed Leiters o o

Lotters sont through Returned Letter Branch [k =

Btampa supplied to Foreign Countries - -
Trigoxirn Baawom Sinanies—

:Lﬂ E‘ lﬂnlﬂdﬁt CEL) LIl ALL]
Balartos of Amistant to Buperintendent
Balarion of Oparatora e "
Wages of Mossengors—Head Offics = b
Wages of Messengers—Out Stations b

Benvioms—

Travelling Charges = v >

Water Supply - -

Uom e = ik

‘Eut Dhistriot mhﬂﬂﬁnﬂ et iy ss

casangers o~ - -

Manufactore of Stamps, &o. ... -

Barvices oul of Office bours ... e =

Lighting = o o

Vors aoministeren 5y Post Orrioe DEranraest—
Steam Uommunication round the Island g

Gouneral Post Office, 26th Septomber, 1897,

i

E s d
67T 19 1
3159 6 8
32 3 8B
1,076 15 11
195 4 0
3681 8 0
T2 4 3

168 18 6
35219 &

9562 0 1
530
1600 0 0
541 18 10

228 1 &5

£ n 4

7876 1 4

421 1T 11

12,130 4 7

nnmnqaaﬂnzu

6267 6 2

2,280 3 3

£1566 8 &

£1,800 0 0

Gro. H. Prance, Postmaster for Jamaioa,
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Return shewing the number of Telegraphic Messages sent from and reccived st each Telegraph Btation
from Ist April, 1896, to Slst March, 1897, as compored with retarn from st April, 1885, to 3lst

March, 1896,
1et April, 1885, 3lst 1t April, 1886, Sist
‘March, 1806, inrch, 1807,
Brarion. g == Remnrks,
Mosan cen Measnges Messngos | Messages
Bent, Regeived. | Bent, Teeeived.
ton 5418 20 A48 l 23,530 26,600 | Trazamitting Biation,
nish Town ol 2,371 284 2,160 2,380
op Walk i BGG : [ i] o4
Linstead y TG Tad 718 G54 - N
Ewnrton BAG 403 490 4
Monesgun R el 1,202 a0 1,200
Claremont i 404 480 i3 411
Bt. Aun’s Bay 4 550 4,455 4,20 o w .
Runaway Bay L, S L1 #26  | Oponed 1st July, 1896,
Diry Harbour il (Y i) 661 | Transmitting Station.
Brown's Town no|7 2108 | 2,195 2,180 " i
Caye Vallay . T | p i s 3E2
Biowart Town 18 ne ol i
Ulater Spring 450 387 B 352
Rio Buneno 250 244 an7 LS
Duncann | A5G i 4 440
Falmouth o874 2,850 2477 @ 57
Montege By - 7,541 6T | 7,006 6,535 w Y
Ramble i, ) 543 | 482 Gl
wl g811 2,684 2, Lt g,209
Greon Ieland -y T03 F0D | 434 i
Grange Hill bk g1 S | T L
Sav.-ia-Mar 8,600 3,408 3,000 3,041 “ 8
White Houso l ! 2 244 203
Plack River 5803 8527 3301 3, 16D
Middls Quarters o Ald Fii) 434 B2l
Santa Cruz = T2 809 (8] b7l o o)
Malvern B Gt Lt a7R
Mndevilla 2.067 g01% 2716 WL “ "
ow Paort . 4] b4l i o
Bhooters Hill i THS H16 Gad a37 0 T
Mile Gully . Lag BOR H L
¥ el hind THT (1) T
Christisnn i L h ) ik 202 44
Porus 1427 1,086 1,540 1,148
May Pen X 1,213 052 1,041 Dl " .
Chapelton daa 1,229 1,182 1,243 1,250
Alley il Bag | T06 A0 T4 i W
Balt Hiver A 1] 100G 152 164
Milk River i T | G4t 1o
@1d Harbour 1,167 1,108 1,040 1070
Y o 26 K i LA 4]
Morant Bay . 1,560 1,813 1,656 1, L “
B. M. Valley 151 158 181 174
Trinityville e T ny 465
Pt Morant i [117] GBL 747 GIT
Bowiden =) 526 418 479 487
Bath b 426 416 i da
P. G, River i 407 525 442 b1
Manchiomal s 1,263 1,007 Fdo G
Prieatinan’s River sa 205 218 ]
Tt Antonie 8,031 7,037 B,201 4,300 “ "
Bt. Margaret's Bay i Tl 325 0
Hopa Bay il 1,180 {5 440 4
Butf Bay g 1,585 1,008 B4l 565
Annetto Bay 4,820 3,630 2,130 1,005 # o
Hi ik o AGS Gl | Opemed 16th June, 1896,
Ft. Marin 6,113 4,iH0 4,167 i poo
Orscilimsma e 4Ty Bl 446 4 | Tramsmitting Station,
Retroat R 176 41 154 H2
Giayls o 488 449 B At
Rios Gl 703 08 G
Ft. Royal 1,163 w7 Al4 7o
Up-Park Camp L 10 750 i GHE
H. W, e 707 673 GE0 632
Gordon Town aik 436 S04 352 S62
Cold Bpri T A0 420 71
Stony Hill i 188 i 113 232
Cantlston i | - L1 161 | Opaned 13th April, 1804, .
Bace Course - O 10 ] 15 | Opened 3 days fEth to 17th Dee., '8
Eailway ou 1471 1844 1,808 1,672
Total -..: 110715 | 11007 16 | 06,2448 6,202

Uzo, H. Prance, Pestmaster for Jamaion,



