CORRESPONDENCE ON WEST INDIA MAIL SERVICE.

The Governor to the Secretary of Stale.
J King!s H()use, erd Maj', 1885'
Jamaica—No. 196.
My Lorp, ; § which
. - ¥ 0
In connection with the recent Mail Contract entered into for the \Yest quh}‘:s) lati:;f‘?y]: have the
was forwarded to me in Sir Robert Herbert’s printed letter Library” of g lb)t 3 astel‘, of Jamaics
hon'ur to furnish for your Lordship’s consideration a copy of a letter from the I ostfm ,orrespondence
ﬁ:lhng attention to the curtailment of the period which has hitherto been available for ¢
stween the arrival and departure of the steamer at Jamaica tract
E E amailea, . i g £ contratiy
2. I would urge on your Lordship that, judging from the practice under the Plte]s_:;badoﬂ»‘m
there is no apparent necessity for the detention of the steamer for as long as 24 hourslal d at Jampica
that the usual detention there of 10 or 12 hours wounld permit of her arrival at Jacme hm:;rs will be o
a full (.luy earlier, and, fur_ther, that, as peinted out by the Postmaster, a gain of a i:ew (;} )  istanon
much importance to Jumaica, especially to the post towns in the north-west of the island,
of which from King:ton is considerable,
I have, &e. AN
. T (i) o ETEBEEE
The Right Honorable the Farl of Derby, K. G, ' '
e
* Not printed.



'@ 1o the Colonial Secretary.
General Post Office, 15th May, 1885.

‘rmnc 5 B e B
el nf‘fi::ﬂ?ge receipt of your lettor of the 7th instant, No. 35, with which

4 avon, & printed copy of the West Indin Muil C
at the contract has been R Ay ! ost Indin Mm onfract.
sprvice is to commence on 1st Jul 'lI:ltt.)bmth the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.
s € ails are despatehied fror Sugth:; ts:}nd that t.h:\ annual payment is to be ninety
- .t_]lerp%lit (E;_ﬂes?ich is changed to Plymlg)) 5 31’ or ninety-one thousand two hundred and
he Time Table (No. tlantic and Col : i el
ch contract affects Jamaica so adversely an?ini;h:;;m(’li-‘g:r:?\tllf):gtf ,tggc;rzzfzgsf%ﬁ?;g%:;)b;ltt&chebd_
for the 00!1513?‘3:1‘031 of t?c‘J amaica Legislature and on which the Tenders of the Rny:ls ﬁlnil
: ;ge::iz?l :légte:‘i » 10 50 fur as this colony is concernced, that it appears necessary for me to

4, The nccnm]:%lnjllllg comparative Tables* shew the position in as concise a form as possible.
‘ 5. Enclosure No. 1 compares the course of voyage to and from Jamaica as submitted for ap-
proval, and approved, with that now proposed. I would draw attention to the fact that the interval af
%—;{pgstﬂn between the arrival of tl.le Outward and the despatch of the Homeward Steamer now five days,
but which was accepted as either four days twenty hours or three days nineteen hiours, under the Royal
Mail Tenders Nos. L. and IL will, in future, be reduced to two days eight hours, from which must be
_ﬂgdgﬁted the usual period of about five hours for Departmental treatment of mails on receipt and des-
ateh.
¥ 6. The adverse effect on the conntry Post Offices is more marked as shewn in enclosure 2.  For
instance the interval for correspondence at the important town of Montego Bay will be reduced from
thirty hours at least, as proposed, to four hours. At Lucea from twenty-one hours at least to nil. The
Town Express not being due until several hours after the Up Express must be despatched and other
stations in like manner, as shewn in the statemenf. — ;

7. A reference to enclosure No. 1 will shew that the chief cause of the lessened time given to
Jamaica iz the lengthened stoppage at Barbados,

8. Tt is not apparent why such a serious change of the premises on which the Legislature came to
aconclusion should have been made ; and more especially without notice given to Jamaica, as one of
the parties to the contract. T therefore submit the question for consideration.

I have, &c,,

(Sigued) Frep, SULLIVAN,
The Honorable Colonial Seeretary,
Kingston.
5 Secretary of State to the Governor.
Jamaica—No. 26. Downing Street, 28th July, 1885.
Sir,

I have the honor to ncknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 196 of the 23rd of May,
with its enclosure, culling attention to the curtailment, under the new West India Mail Contract, of the
period which has hitherto been avuilable for correspondence between the arrival and depurtlu:e of the
Steamer at Jamaica, and [ transmit to you for your information a copy of a letter on the subject from
‘the General Post Office.

. I have, &e.
(Signel) FRED, STANLEY.

". Governor Sir llenry Norman, K.C.B, C.LE, &c., &c., &ec.

", . " The Post Office lo the Colonial Office. :
- Copy—No. 329 L, ' e General Post Otfice, London, 24th July, 1885.

R P L .

T have lnid before the Postmaster General your letter of the 23rd of last month, enclosing copy of
teh from theorﬁermzn-o?o?;;m;im, in whgbh he calls attention to the disadvantage which that co-
: i ‘Indla Contract, by the curtailment of the period whichhas hitherta
“to letters, betwoen the nerival of the Mail from Bagland and

1‘ vh 1 was prepareld

oo




ﬁ' oncerned 1 ecure the interests of the Mother Country ; and, while
that some in ﬂ&?;ﬂz‘; '::w lth:n interval for replies will result to the importa
‘%'tﬂhﬁ?ﬂw arrangements, he is satisfied that ou the whole the Time Tubles have he
with a due regard 1o the common weal, sofar as it is possible to rleconcx_le.co_‘n-ﬂ@tmg'm«te,,@w .
o And it may be well to remember that a great improvement of the Mail Service with Jamuyiy i ,
od under the mew Contract by shortening the course of post between England and Jamaicy to the s
tent of three or four days. . ) ! : - ,

At the same time, while unable 1o remove immediatel yv'lhe inconvenience ccmp}n-nped of by the o
yernment of Jamaics, Lord John Munners desires to assure Colonel Stanley that the point shall'be horps
in mind in any revision of the existing Time Table that may become necessary, as His Bog dship waly
gladly find an opportunity of effecting, as far as muy be practicable, an amelioration of the servige o
tween this couutry and Jumaica.

™,

I have, &e.,

(Signed) S. A. Brackwoon, N
Sir R. G. W. Herbert, K.C.B., Colonial Office,

The Governor to the Secretary of Slate. |
King’s House, 8th September, 1885,
Jamaica—No. 330,
Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that your despatch of the 28th July last, No. 26, with its enclosure
irom the General Post Office relative to the curtailment under the operation of the new Contract of the
period which has hitherto been available for correspondence between the arrival and departure of the
éteumer ut Jumuica was referred for the remarks of the Postmasier of this island, copy of whose
report dated the 31st August, I forward for your information and for transmission,if yon approve,
to the Postmaster General. ;

2. 1 would remark that the representation made to you in my despatch No. 196 of the 33rd May
was sent before the new Contract came into operation and was made for the purpose of inducing the
Postmaster Generul to modify the Time Table of the Steamers, so as to give the inhabitants of this
colony ulonger peviod in which to answer their letters than was available to them under the Time
Table that had been adopted, and which differed fromn the Time Table sent out in Lord Derby's
despatch of the 27th August, 1584, and which had been submitted to the Legislative Council of Ju-
ey, wh::n an mereased subsidy was granted,

a Yt is now stuted by the General Post Office that the Time Table originally sent out was cm}y
a pro forma Table, and tlu% Pustm‘uswr General, while willing to bear the point that has been llfﬂ"’d n
mind when any revision of the existing Time Tables becomes necessary, states that he is unable umme-
diately to remove the inconvenience complained of, 5
mniaﬁ‘;l-ms:;:ﬁ;! glllf l;?;):resp'rmdeuc.e commenced the neyw Confract has como inte operation, and an in_cﬂ'lé”

now made itself manifest that is exciting a very strong feeling in ihis colony,

and I would ask your serious attention to t) o v ; : ; i ' de
Sl : o tl ti g « : ently under }
the notice of the Postmaster Geneyul, 1@ matter in view to its being brought prominentiy

5 8 o e o . v - 2
Ther:-a;::n ];I‘:Ltl(—ﬂ 1t13 found that the ]‘\Iml Steamer invariably arrives here on Sunday mor
earliey M,.i\.a]u t‘;;u:u]z ;?v:;g?;ﬁ rt‘:t'?’ °t “Pl‘;e‘l why thcila iﬁhuuh’l not continue, and no dl;a_uht‘ I

. _ ¥ “letters (o be answered fy 1o i 1 @ 1slan 1
l—though pel_jh!}pa o day longer would be ve rom all important places in the islan
Place on Sundays hy given rise to great dissatisfuction.

6. Inuco ony like this, which I am ba i cots 1
: = v s PPy to say clings to all that connects it
x’;ﬂm of ﬁ“’ Mail _?&W:ﬂmr from Southampton is the grent.'&;vent of the fortnight,
Haraed ‘m’ o mmi’!:l interruption in Kingston of the quiet and rest of
M ustoms Bﬂpﬂift_znﬂnta-td be at work and a special train
i othery no Sunday traffic, but the cartmen and driv
bas u regular weok-day appearance.




o s P-é!fhbus of all'classes ineludin L e
Gtat::.ﬁéufihf:h]; ti:sir:{i to cu}? {our attention and thﬁb of 11?53323&L?°g;:ﬁ“‘1
t : ‘emedy which it proposes, namely. th osvmaster Genera
- Such an arrangement would not ra’ﬁhre the Ousﬁon}:’; gg;utf:zaﬁm Ii]::;id
4 : ng

Oﬂi%s.- - would simply shift Sunday work from the

the present Time Table Homeward Steamors reach Bur-

ymouth on a Satarday often pres
places until Monday gmrniulf S REB G for letters

I have, &c,
@ﬁ@ﬁ;g(ht Honorable Colonel F. A, Stanley, M.P,

&e., {1 &e,

(Signed) H, W Noau@r.

| The Postmaster for Jumaica to the Colonial Secretary,
‘_' 5 General Post Office, 31st August, 1885,
i

_ In#gi .

1 T have the Lonor as directed in your letter of 22nd instant, No. {%f, to offer in the shape of a

memorandum my remarks on the observations of the Imperial Post Office as to the curtailment of the
time in Jamaica for the answer to packes letters received from England, &c., under the new Contract
with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company.

2. These remarks will, I hope, also meet the objections contained in the Memorial to His Excel-
lency the Governor signed by certain Ministers of Religion and others, and also the representation on
the same subject that I anderstand is about to be made to the Governor by the Chamber of Commerce,
* adeputation from whom was good enough to ask me for information on Thursday last and to whom I
- gave, in rough, the information I now supply.

I have, &c,,

(Signed) Frep, Svirivax.

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary, Kingston,

Memorandum of the Postmaster tothe Colonial Secretary.

1 General Post Office, 31st August, 1885,
In return to the representation from Jamaica as to the shortened interval for replying to corres-
pondence from England, &c., by Royal Mail Steamers under the new Contract the Imperial Post Office
iays (see Mr. Blackwoods letter of 24th July, 1885, to the Colonial Office)—

- (L) That the Time Tables submitted for consideration were only pro forma.

- (2) That, on consideration, the times stated were found to be unsuitable and had to be altered.

e’ ) T_Tl_at.'the stated day of departure, viz., Saturday, was found to be inconvenient and had to be

. iltered to Thursday. h \ :

" @1.') That to meet certain ohjections the time stated in the Time 'I‘nl_:[e were a]tered 80 as to ex-
=  the stay or stoppuge ut Barbados and thereby prevent an earlier delivery of the Mails at

than 8 a.m. on Mondny ; and il i _ oo

ry effort has been made to moet the legitimate claims of the several eolonies,

Time il!n)irﬂm submitted for the consideration of the Logislative Council were acoepted
y beon fully considered ; and it m.ih_eam%anw of the cmwmfﬂm S

senod 1 tivas Sarvished il Compuny that thoy recommendel
| - o, from the admitted superiority of

=




ENT TO THE JAMAICA GAZETTE

1ts shewing the effect of the despatch of the West India Mail from Squth;;;?q“
\ccording to Tender No. 2 Table No. 1, as ufmaulered_ and accepted by the Legislative e
According to the printed Time Tuble now in operation. ] uneil,
III. Memorandum shewing actual working since commencement in so far as Barbados, Jamai,
and Plymouth are concerned. : ca
4. Accepting the fact that the Mails arrive at Barbados twenty four hours before time the t-
ward dates for Jamaica, Demerara, Trinidad and Colon are anticipated by one day; and must }, B“‘ .
read - the Homeward departure remainiong unaltered. It is therefore apparent that Saturday js tl':.:.
proper day of the week for despatch of the' We_st India Mail from SOl}thHmPton us Ul'iginully Pr°poa§d
5. It would relieve all principal Colonies of Sunday work and bring the return Mails to Lip land
on Monday night or Tuesday morning, as the case may be, instead of Suturday night, which has oﬁ tw
out of three gecasions involved either a Sunday delivery or delay. e
6. Accepting the Saturday despatch from Southampton it would be very advantageous to Jamaicg
especially to persons resident in the interior, if Table No. 1 of Tender No. 2 were adopted, especially ﬂs’
in its actual working, it would, by arriving one day earlier than stated, afford to the respective Colonies
extended time for replying to correspondence and relieve the principal Colonies and the Home Oﬂiues
of all Sunday work. A
7. With respect to the avoidance of Sunday work for the Jamaica Post Office, the sugpestion that
the Steamer should be timed to arrive at Kingston on Saturday by reason of an increased ?‘Etc of s e:d
on the voyage to Barbados is open to the objection, that a Saturday arrival would throw such SuI[:da
work on the Country Post Offices instead of on Kingston. ¥
8. In c.o_nclusion I wou'}d rema'rk that und_er Tender No. 2 Table No. 1 which was accepted by the
Jumaica Legislature the Mails are timed to arrive at Colon on Friday at 5 p.m, to connect with th
South' Pacific Mail Steamers leaving Panama on the Saturday; and practical experience shows tha?:
even under the present Time Table with a Saturday despatch from Southampton the samé. connection
could also be made although without so large a margin of time to spare.
(Signed) FRED. SuLrivan,

- a

The Honorable Colonlal Secretary,
Kingston.




the Mail a day or a portion of a daybem% o ; a—— —_—
i vt e 2 i e o, %, HEO b ot of
grﬂ.__mto ﬂie. n_xit of l_{mgstop In good time every alternate Sata 2 Thig- 11118 ;n 83 to bﬁng
e .Roy al Mail Service, besides Temoving many serious objections l;rgad : iy md’ﬁ?"ﬁm
tem hemm_hefore: expressed, would have the very great advantage, by the gain lm:dsyg existing
eeting the convenience and satisfying the reasonable A e tlau?i an emilhonnl day,
nterfering with the other colonial engagements of the Company, while the shortening. F the =
‘;f'm'nof our suggestions involves, would tend to popularize the Service and ;:ltg of the voyage,
ughout the whole of the West Indies. ud attract passengers

And your Memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray.

Jamaica, 18th August, 1885, 496 Signatures;

The Secretary of State to the Governor.

Jamaica—No. 119 Downing Street, 30th October, 1885,

SiR,
I am directed by the Secretary of State to transmit to you, for your information, with reference to

rour despatches No. 330 of the 3rd ultimo and No. 354 of the 26th ultimo the document : :
ihﬁ-‘ annexed schedule. ultimo the documents specified in

TH AT e e

Date. Description of Document.

C.0 to G. P. 0., 10th Octo- Copy of Correspondence with the General Post Office on the sub-
ber, 1885. ject of the Jumaica Mail Service,

G. P. 0. to C. 0. 23rd Octo-
ber, 1885,

T o, ey

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) Rosert G. W. HerBERT.

" The Officer Administering the Government of Jamaica.

The Colonial Office to the Post Office.

Downing Street, 10th October, 1885,
: Sir,
J  With reforence to your letter of the 24th of July, T am directed by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies to transmit to you for the favourable consideration of the Postmaster General s copy of a
~ despatch from the Governor of Jamaica,® enclosing a report from the Colonial Postmaster suggestm%

at Saturday would be the most convenient day for the departure from Southampton of the Royal Mai

Steam Vessels, a suggestion strongly recommended by the Governor for the reasons stated in his

I have, &e.,

_ (Signed)  Enwp. Wixoriz,

etary to the Post Office. il

 TWe General Post Office to the Colonial Office. A
& m" AP fo General Post Office, London, 23rd October, 1885,




CA GAZETTE.  [Avmy 1, 1gg

Tt

Jsh .tmﬂm on Wednesduy or perhaps Tuesday, will satisfy the colony ; i

5.l d that a Suturday departure wus impracticable, and thyg
g waa, all 3hi 15 considered, the best that could be devised in the general interest,
& hn Manners directs me to acquaint you, for the Secretary of State’s information, ihh&,hﬁ'
attentively considered m,ﬂmi ‘yepresentation from Jumaica, his Lordship is still unable tom ii]“
ing atter but that he will, as previously stated, bear the wishes of the colonial Wmm::ﬁi@ i

?ﬁd }:;.f;o-mt of any future alteration of the Earvioe.l

have, &,
(Signed) 8. A. Brackwogp,

ik R G. W. Herserr, K.C.B., (lolonial Office.

The Governor to the Secretary of Slate,
King's House, 23rd October, 1885,

Jamaica—No. 386.

Sig, oL :
In continuation of my despateh of the 8th September, 1885, on the subject of the arrival of fyg

Royal Mail Steamers at Kiogston upon Sundays and of the period during which it wus‘possible to rep]
by remnll Steamezlto leltltem from England, I thuve to inform you that the Legislative Council us g budy‘
is strongly opposed to the present arrangement. -y ]
2 3&5 you are aware the Contract time of arrival at Kingston is every alternate Monday mornip
but the speed at which the Steamers usually proceed has brought them in on Sundays. This though e
ing more time to answer letters was objected to by those who signed the petition I have forward
g je » by the g P i rwarded
and by many who had not t_he opportunity of signing it, but the plﬂ'.rl now apparently being adopted of
coming in at the Contract time on Moqduy is even more strongly objected to as rendering 1t impossible
for persons who reside in many parts of the island to answer letters by the return Mail which leaves on
on Wednesday, while even for those who live in Kingston, in the neighbourhcod, the time allowed is con-
sidered too short. B ——— e
3. I say by the arrangement apparently adopted, for I have received no instructions that the arrival
upon 1110nday has been ordered ; but itis the fact that while every Steamer up to the last that arrived came’
in on Sundays the lu_st btearper came on Monday at the Contract time and the next Steamer expe.ted hag
left Barbados at & time which renders it almost impossible that she can reach Kingston before Monday,
If this arrangement has been ordered in view to meeting the objection to arrivals on Sunday it must have
been directed in anticipation of any official remonstrance from Jumaica, as my despatch forwarding the
petition against Sunday arrivals could not have reached Londen at the eurliest before the 3rd October,
and the last arrived Steamer which came in on Monday left Southampton on the 24th September. T am
informed that she could ensily have arrived on Sunday or even on Saturday but came part of the voyage
at a reduced speed so as to arrive on Monday. F
my. - . . L, -
2 ]:: Jt”i;:st clﬁs:nge], while remedying the grievance of a Sunday arrival, has in fact created what I
ul:snwef leetter: @ at least as great a grievance, namely, the extremely short interval allowed in which to
= S-). _I_n res[;)onsel to questions in the Council the recommendation of the Postmaster of Jamaica for
e Service to be arranged for as shewn in the Time Table No. 1 in Tender No. 2. which was approyed
by the Council last year, was laid upon the table and the Council were informed that I hud warmly sup
ported that recommendation but that there had not been sufficient t" > f e eceine 4 ool
welminon o the Postorion Gor Li0¢ ent time for me to receive a reply after
al ona-thfug:tlit;ilt‘;ndfmgltg]\iz explanation _the Member for Westmoreland in Committee of the whole Coun-
der tl D 8 Tor 1885 86 moved th?‘t the sum of £1,489, entered as the balance of contribution
under the Contract of 1885 with Royal Mail Stes C ]
Fil60 el o 3 Tarosiom T sancnein, ok am Compuny, be struck out as the Contract had not been.
sin 55000 (il o Cpnos ed. may be explained that it was thought fair not to increase the
ek i }i.nt;;e?;agtt tTnde:ltlﬂle head of Postal Department and thus swell the postal charges,
inerease to the prev; -rests than those connected with the Post derived benefit and therefore the
a0 p(ilswous amount of contribution was charged under the head of Micell
- L pointed out that I was oblic il fonax - s TRER L
Rliont o e renom gt l)(l’lt ltﬁi(: fot Fhet ((Jioulrcal for expressing an opinion which would be a strong
Ry e o T Lasefully ;vifllcilrlfs ef they Wou_‘ld not interfere with this vote, and that while T
ST 26T a0 ki 1 s e gl hadd:v (;'om the polltl'ucp I thought it would be very undignified
Time Table accepted by the colony had not bcna E was still pending, and T pointed out that although the
had been curtailed still the island had ained - Ifu”y adopted and the time left for answering letters
in the year. In answer to m appeal lli TR 2Ty substantial advantage by having two more services
over said that after what I had urged he would only move

to reduce the vote by 3
: y one-hali. Th
the motion and seven against, ' was seconded and put to the vote when seven members voted for

AT h\ i :
carried if it had not been for th ; {53; ;}i:ﬁ:lgé vote threw out the motion but no doubt it would have been
that duy absent. At unusual circumstance that three of the elected members Were

divilion and a e i 2 » 1884 hich y v =
vk, ot Which T tranamitid to Eaerl Darby s despaton N Foa F mhay Gonel e

- Increase in number rvices i
e of se ices 1n ¢ ear £ m B e
i or two additional in the course of htheeyyea: o 90 aveny moath o eneiy every daselEete

II. A shorter voyage between England and Jamaica J

nothing short of a departure from Englaud on Sy, , o

: odnesd : : o

that t -:ﬁﬁcg of such a change in the arrangements had been mhnmmija L
A iile) tw.&




LEMENT TO TAMAICA G
sply to letters ansatisfactory sxfhbenimnaie
n strietly carried out, that existing under the Previous system,

to speed has been di inting | : et
14 hours or exactly the same asunder :Jhe g:?vpﬂl::: § Zor by thie al Gompracs the time was

Lk g ! y was led to . In i
it is apprehended from what is stated in_the third puragraph of this deeps:cxhpirat i{;niu"g:

may not be allowed to arrive before the Contract time while hi |

‘:iéw mt‘r;é’t, li;hta “9“;}1.}! regched Jamaica iul advance of that time, therto uxdet buduthe ol
11, The third condition is very injuriously altered for while under the old
interval of 5 days between arrival and departure of the Mails at Kingston ando of(ingi?: Eahﬁi::a:r‘g
days 19 hours under the alternative Time Tubles accepted by the Council, the interval is now reduced to
9 days and 8 hours, a period quite insufficient to enable answers to be sent from several of the towns

and from a large extent of country in this island. :

12. T trust you will see fit to urge upon the Postmaster General in the strongest manner to cause

~ the adoption of the Time Table which was accepted here as sufficiently advantageous to justify an in-

creased subsidy. I can assure you that the feeling of dissatisfaction expressed in Council is very gene-

rally shared by the community.

I have, &c.,

. (Signed) H. W. Norman.
The Right Honorable Colonel F. A. Stanley, M.P., &e. &c. &e.

The Secretary of State to the Governor.
: < . Downing Street, 27th November, 1885,
Jamsica—No. 141.
. Siw, -
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, No. 386 of the 23rd of October,
and to inform you that I have communicated a copy of it to the Postmaster General, in order that the
- wishes of the Legislative Council may be known should it be found possible hereafter to alter the Time
Table of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company,
I have, &ec.,
B (Signed)  Frep. StaNrev.
Bir H. W. Norman, K.C.B,, C.LE,, &e., &e., &e.

The Secretary of State to the Governor.
Dewning Street, 50th Deczmber, 1885
Jumpica—No, 179.
Sir, : - 3
I am directed by the Secretary of State to transwit to you, for your information, with reference t)
his despatch No. 141 of the 27th ultimo, the document specified in the annexed Schedule.

|- Date. Description of Document,

e TSN —

21st December, 1885 Post Office to Colonial Office. ,
e ce‘mbm, FL: A:sto the Muil Service with Jamuica under the new Contract,

I have, %’gn o) Rowsur G. W, Heunexr.

er Administering the Government of Jumaica,

P Ot e et Oohe, Tondon, 21t Decomber, 1885,
) R A R R '

Tk

a




1y nce, und they have mlm fay
the steps have been tuken in this mutter will be gsay;
I have, &ec,,
, ' (Signed) i A B bmn
Sir Robert G. W. Herbert, K.C.B, &, &e., &e, Colonial Office,

5 2 i e

Enclosure to Despatch No. 5 of 10th February, _188:3, from _the Secretary of State for the Colonjgy.
I General Post Office to Colonial Office,
General Post Office, London, 6th February, 1886,
SiE, . : e : by
=7 s orrespondence respecting the disadvantageous position in which Jamaica is plae
withR:«f:;:t?a t;uitr;.c;!;:l T e oAt with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Uompan; &f:}l
Pmticul:rly to your letter of the 31st December, last, I am directed by the Postmaster General to request
that yon will be good enongh to lay before the Ses:retary of State tu'r }he Colonies some qf the principal rey.
sons which preclude this Department, from adopting the pro f?Fmil Time Table, submitted by the Royal Mail
Steam Packet Company iu their letter_uf the 1:]th of July, 1884, although it is clearly more suitable to tje
interests of Jamaica than the one now In operation. . ]
o It must be borne in mind that heforepuny of the 'enders sent in for t]'w West ]nldla. Mal‘l Service were
accepted each Company tendering was called upon to submit a pro formi Time Table illustrating practically
the natureof the Service they were prepared to perform. The Table sent in by the Royal Mail Steam Packet
Cowpany as illustrating its Tender No. 2 was the outcome of this demand, but it was not intended as the
Council of Government at Jamaica seems to suppose to be regarded as an essential part of the Tender.

On the Company's Tender being accepted it was necessary to examine carefully this pro formi Time Table
in order to judge of its suitability to the postal service generally; and it was then found that a Saturday
morning’s departure from Southampton was impracticable inasmuch as it involved a heavy accession of postal
work in London on Friday evening, an evening already fully and even inconveniently oceupied by the des-
patch of the important mails to India, China and Australia, as well as those to the West Coast of Africa.

Besides this diffionlty in itself quite sufficient to preclude the adoption of a Saturday morning's depar-
ture from Southampton, it was found that the scheme involved an arrival of the Packets at Demerara and
Trinidad on a Sunday, every voyage, a state of things which would certainly have been strongly objected to
by those colonies, whose interests and convenience must necessarily be considered as they not only contri-
bute like Jamaica towards the general mail subsidy but pay an extra sum on account of the special advan-
tages they derive from the acceptance of the No. 2 Tender,

In these circumstances it was absolutely necessary to select another day of departure from Southampton
and after careful consideration Thursday was eventually found to be the day of the week which had the
greatest number of advantages and was accordingly adopted.

_ As regards the appointed stay at Barbados on the outward voyage complaint is made by Jamaica that
while it was limited by the pro formil Time Table of 1884 to ten hours it has been extended in the working
Time Table to twenty-six hours, thus retarding the arrival of the Packet at Jamaica.

The immedinte reason for this alteration was explained in my letter of the 24th of July last, and nothing
:Jﬁ‘f::t ‘;‘:‘l‘; }Efu:lief'-‘llf)’ 5"?“]13“091-7‘3 that the indicated stay in port is not actual but only permissive, and that in
This ig Bl o E"): tt;:;\ ft‘-wtaiﬁs;;lt:]b for Ja:ﬁmel ‘ilﬂtl‘.c!ﬂma}C:l as soon as the necessary work can be accompl_lshed(i
at Jamaica about twe nt}:-fuur hO]:li'l:gin ?1 _ﬁlsthbl; V%_) ages u_ndgr the new Cc:ntmct the mails were delnl’er%e
dilivured Eaugile R S al »an(f:t, of the time gndzcuted in the:l Table and they w;_l] probab yd
instead of on Monday. but for this : ¥y an unfortunate coincidence the mails thus reach Jamaica on Sundsy

ay. but for this inconvenience no remedy can be devised at present. This earlier arrival

removes to a great extent the complaint of i i :
mails from England and the nextpde the short interval allowed at Jamaica between the arrival of the

i i v o ¢ parture for England, for it gives 8 days S hours instead of 2 days 8
to th?t:tlts(::;v ;}013 gﬂlna;c; benefits under the new Contract by a shorter course of Post to and from England
e &:g'; A Ourii and has also the advantage of 26 mails in each year instead of 24, and it ap=
in addition to the £3.100 2“°:'ﬂr f:]:)gtt F%l,e sum of about £1,000 a year which the colony has consented to pay;
threeT'v{:sry ol o udvn); ol tibuted by it to the loss under the old Contract, is fully compensa.teﬂ by
3 1 - 3 .

nor of Jaai:?:;n Estfvrozﬁ;l G:;:]ethlg}‘s that if these additional circumstances wore communicated to the Gover-
n;ln ie:;i (?)Jo Plﬂ‘cle the matter in a better light when the question of the mail sub-

ouncil, . .

sidy next comes under digcussi
the West India Service the Imperial Post Office would naturally be ready, 88

e In any general revision of

2 : SR e
than once stated, to give its best consideration to the claims of Jamaica,
I have, &c.,

Bir Robert G. W. Herbert, K.CB,, Bl O (Signed) AvrceryoN TURNER.
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