
Co1onhll Secretary's Office, 
29th October, 187~. 

THE GOVERNOR directs tlle publication, for 
general information, of the following transla

tion into English of the Postal Union Convention 
which was signed at Paris on the 1st June, 1873. 

By command, 
EDWARD NEWTON, 

Colonial Secretary. 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 
Concluded between Germany, the Argentine 

Republic, Austro-Hungary, ~elgium, 
Brazil Denmark and th-e Dantsh Colo
nies, Egypt, Spain and the Spanish Oo-
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- ·---- - .-- - f North ot the countries traversed, o~ whoap, service ' 
lonies the Umted State& o 1 ticfpate in the convt.•yance; VIZ.,- a par.. 
America. }.,ra.n~e ~nd tho PrCJ~ch S0

• (~1~ J. For territoriel conveyance, ~ francs perk' 
nies Great Brthun and cartatn Btlh~ gramme of let ters or po8t curd&, and :!!i tlo. 
Col~uies British lntlia, Canada, Grc~ce, illlm~ per kilogrnmme of other atticles. cent. 
It 1 ,.. japan Luxc mburg, ~Iexaeo, 2. For sea conveyance, l 6 fraucs per k.ilogra 
"'Ia )t, rro N' 01.wa,,.. the N c the dandt; of letters or po~t cards, and J frar1<: nermk~l 8 
.J.\ on ene~ , .' , . 1) f 1 t · 1 t · ' o-

1 tl " 0 Nothe rland Colomes. eru, gramme o ot 1er a.r 1c es. 
al~t . ·. le p ·tuo·al and the Portugu€\SC It is however, understood,-

et sta, 01 o . S · h t · · 
C l · "S R •'u tn n.nia Russw., e rvw, I. That wherever t e rans1t 1s aJreadv gt·at . 

0 OUH.: ' V ' ' 1 J t b. t J Ul-Salvador Sweden, Switzcrlam , a n t ous at pre.s~ n , or su ~ ect o m~re advaota 
T k ' geous coudtttons, s uch state of tluna is ma· 

ur ey. taincd, except in the case provided f~r in pa~n· 
CONVENTION. g raph ;J fill owing: a-

The undersigned, pleni~loteutiaries of the Go- 2. That w herever t he rate of sea conveyance 
veruments of the countnes abov.e ennn~erated, has hitherto been fixed at 6 francs 50 centirnea 
being nssembled in Congress at ~an_s, by virtue of p er kilogramme of letters or post cards such 
Art. XVIII. of the Treaty const1tutmg the Genernl rate is reduced to 15 francs. ' 
Postnl Union, concluded at Berne on the 9th O?to- 3. Tha~ ever~ se~ convey~nce n.ot exceeding 300 
ber 1 8i4, have, by common consent, and subJeCt nautical mtles 1s gratuitous 1f the administra-
to ratification, revised the said Treaty conformably tion concerned is already entitled on account 
to the following stipulations: mails ot· correspondence benefiting by this 

Article I.- The countries between which the conveyance, to the remuneration applicable to 
present Conven~ion is cone! uded, as well as th?se territorial transit ; in the contrary case, pay. 
which may join it hereafter, form, under the t1tle mentis made at the rate of 2 francs per kilo-
of" Universal Po tal Union," a single postal ter- gramme of letters and 215 centimes per kilo-
ritory fo r the reciprocal exchange of correspondence gramme of other articles. 
between their Post Offices. 4. That in the case of sea conveyance effected 

Article !I.-The stipulations of this convention by t\.vo or more administratiocs, t he expenses 
extend to letters, po t cards, printed papers of of the entire transport cannot e~ceed 15 francs 
every kind, commercial papers and patterns or per kilogramme of letters or post cards, and 1 
samples of merchandize, originating in one of the franc per kilogramme of other a rt icles ; those 
countrie of the Union, and intended for another of expenees a re, in such case, shared between 
thuse countries. They also apply, so far as regards the administ rations in proport ion to the dis• 
conveyan0e within the Union, to the exchange by tances t raversed, w ithout p rejudice to other 
p ost of the articles above mentioned between the a rrangements between t he parties interested: 
countries ot the Union and countries forei<Yn to the 15. That the rates specified in t he present article 
Union whenever that exchange ma.kes us~ of the do not apply either t o convey ance by means 
t~ervices of two of the contracti ng parties at least. of services depending upon administrations 

Article III.-The Postal Administrations of foreign to the Union, or to conveyance within 
neigheouring countries or countries able to corres- t he U nion by means of extraordin?.ry ser-
p ond directly with each other, \.vithout borrowinO' v ices specially es tablished or maintnined by 
the intermediary of the services of a t hird Ad~ one administration in the interest or at the re-
mini~t!·ation, determine by ~ommon consent, the quest of one or several other administra.tionL 
co~dttlon of the co~veyance of t heir reciprocal The condit ions of these two categories of con-
malls across the frontier, or from one frontier t o veyance are regulated l:y mutual consent be-
the other . tween the administrations interested. 

Unless ~ny contrary arrangement be agreed up- The expenses of transit are borne by the admi-
o~, t he dtrect sea conveyauce between t wo couo- nistrat ion of the country of origin. 
tnes by means of packets or vessels eependinO' The general accountina of those expenses taktl 
upo~ o~e 0d th~m shall be considered as a third place on the basis of st~tements prepared every 
fu~7~~~ 'ban , tins convey.ance, as well as any per- ~wo years, during a month , to be determined oo, 
by th . e!'' eend~wo ufflices of the sa.me country, m the Detailed Regulations referred to in Article 

m . ta~ 10derbme tary o sea or territorial services XIV. hereafter. 
a.m me y another country is I d Tb · 

the stipulations of the followin A . ;egu ate by . e .correspondence of the Postal Admims~ 
A f I IV . g rtlc e. hons with each other articles re-directed or m..

tbro~ 1~ e h-Th~ n ght. of transit is guaranteed s~nt, undelivered articies, acknowledgments of d• 
C g out t ~ ent tre territory of the Union. hvery, post office mocey orders or advices of the 

of t~nsUq~ent y, the several Postal administrations is8ue of orders, and all other documents relative to 
inter e d.mon fmay send freciprocally through the the Postal service are exempt from all charges for 

me 1ary o one or o several of th transit h th ' · · 
closed mails as correspo d J _ em, as well ' w e er terr1tor1al or by sea. 
• n ence a <Ucouvert d A f I V , D 
lDg to the wants of the traffic and the ' . accor - r Ic e ·-'I he rates of postage for the ~ • 
of the postal service. requnernenta veyance of postal articles throughout the ~ot1re 

The correap\lndence exchau ed wh ext_ent oftbe Unioo, including their delivery at t.he 
wrt or in closed mails betwe~n t e~er a decou- resl_dence of the addresses in the countd~ o! the 
Union, by means of the serviceaw~ 0 cers of the UniOn where a delivery is or shall be organiZed. 
vera) other administrations of the J .one .or of se- are fixed as follows : 
to the following transit charges, to b~opn~i1: :ubject 1. For letters, 25 centimes in case of prepaJ 

0 each ment, and double that amount in the contrary 
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- - - 357 ea~ for each letter and for e\·ery weiaht f 
~mmes or traction of 15 gramme . 0 0 15 I n .case of the Ios~ of 8 re . 

!. For po t card : 10 centime per card. cept tn t.he case of force f. tered articJe. and ex-
3. F or print-ed papers of every kind, cornmer .· 1 pald. an mrleronity of :50 t aJeure, there is to be 

paper8, and pattern or samples cf mere~ :la n.t hJs ~equeH, to· the ~ddrerancs to the sender, or 
Cfize. 5 centi~1e for each article or pa~ke~a~- t~on of th~ country jn the :::r~' h)~ the_ administra~ 
aring a puttcu far add re~ ' and for ev ~ tJme servJce of which the Jo ltory or ID the mari
weight of 60 grammes or fraction of 50 " r·ery to Asay, where the trace of tbses ast. olcchurrcd, that is 

'd d t l t h t" 1 ° •Hll- s a ten ar lC e as ceased mes provt c 1a Buc ar 1c e or packet doe~ th .1POrary measure, the ad . . . · 
not contain any let ter or rnanuscri t r ot j e count nes berond Enrope wh muust~atwos of 
having thecharacter of an actual and r;ers~na~ actJJ ully ~pposed to t he prin~iple ~~~ legtsl~ti.o~ is 
correspondence and that it be made Ufl i I are ~;.nuttted to po tpvne the nppl~e8pt.cnslbihty, 

I t d ·t f . n prece,Jmg cl· . ea ton of the 
suc 1 a manner as o a mt o 1ts beina easilv 1. , b . tlU~<e unttl the time when th . b . d o J la\ e o tam bt• I . I t. e} s all 

esannne . sub .b .J egts a tve enactment autho .t t 
The charge vn commercia.] papers cannot be l esS~ t t~crl e to lL Up to that time the other adn l. 0 

· k t d ..,. ra 10ns are not b d mmts-tban 25 cuntunes per pac e , an th~ charge on 10, . h . ou? to pay an iudemnitv forth 
,-tterns or samples cannot be less than 1 o ceu- cl;!' ~3d t etr respectJ .. :e .sen~ices. of regi~tired arti~ 
times per packet. If ·t ~ess~d too: ongtnatmg in tbe ~aid countries 

In addition. to tbe rates, and the minima fi xed whic~ th1: 1
1mposstble to disco:er the service i~ 

by the precedmg paragraphs, t here may be levied· in equ 1 .oss ha.s occurred, the HJdemnitv is borne 
1. For every article subjected to the sea transit~ in a 0~ PI oportwns between the two correspond-

rates of 16 francs p er kilogramme of letter, Pa m~~st . . . . . 
or post cards, and 1 fran c p er ki lo()'ramme of possibJ d tfthts ~ndemmty ts made wtth the least 
other articles, a surcharge which rn~y not ex- datiog; e t~y, da~ · ;t t~~ 1~test, witbi!'1 a year 
ceed 25 centjmes per single rat e for letters, 5 Ever ro~air: (la e 0 ~p~ Ica~wn: . . 
centimes p er post card, and 5 centimes per be not ~ade .t~~ an 10 emmty ts e.xcluded 1t 1t 

50 grammes, or fraction of 50 grammes, for date on whichw~h ~~ o?~ y~ar, ~o,untJng from the 
other art icles. As a temporary arrangement Article VII ;/ egl ere ~r.ttc e wfas po. ted: 
there may be levied a surcharge up to ten cen - which have notth~~s:nc c~u~ ~~e~ 0 the Umo~ 
times per single rate for the letters subiected fix their charges at trt..e eq~1

1· lent m?netthar.y umt 
h · f f · ., ~'~ .. tva eo s In etr res-

to t e transtt :ate o 5 rancs per kd_ogramn:e. ~ective currencies, of the rates determined by Ar-
2. F_or every artiCle _c?nve~ed by ser_v1ces mam- ttcles V. and VI. preceding. Such countries have 

ta1~ed. by admmtstrations fo_re1gn to _the the option of rounding off the fractions in coofor
~n10n, or_conv~~ed by extraor~mary services mity. with. the .Table inserted in the R eglement 
lD the Um?n giVIng ~se to special expenses, a ment1?ned m Article XIV. oft he present Convention. 
surcharge ~n prop_ortion to those expenses. Ar~tc~e VIII.-_ P repayment of postage on every 

In case of m~uffi_Cle?t prepayment, corespon- descnptwn of artlcle can be effected only by means 
dence ot every kmd IS hable to a charge equal to of'postage stamps valid in the country of origin 
double the amount of the deficiency, to be paid by for the correspondence of private individuals. 
the addresies. Official correspondence relative to the Postal 

There shaH not be forwarded :- service, and exchanged between Postal Adminis-
1, Articles other than letters which are not pre- trations, is alone exempted from this obligation, 

paid at least partly, or which do not fulfil the and from all liability to charge. 
conditions required above in order to enjoy a Articl~ 1~.-Eacb Office_ keeps the whole of ~be 
reduction of charge. sums wluch 1t collects by v1rtue of the foregomg 

2. Artic~es of a nature likely to stain or injure Articles V., VI ., VII., and VIII. Consequently, 
the correspondence. there is no necessity on this head for any accounts 

3. ~ackaet.s of patterns er samples of mersh~n- betw~en the several Administrations of the Union. 
dtze wb1ch have a saleable value, or wbtch Netther the senders nor the addressees of letters 
exceed 250 grammes in weight, or measu~e a?d ot~er postal packets a!·e. call.ed upon to l_lay, 
more than ~0 centimetres in length, l 0 ID e1ther 111 the country of or1gm or 10 that of destma
breath, and 0 in deth. tioo, any tax or posta~ duty other than. those con-

4 Lastly, packets of commercial papers, and templated by the Articles aboYe meotton~d. 
printed papers of every kind the weight Article X.-No supplementary postage. 1s .charg
of which exceeds 2 kilorrramme~. ed for t he redirection of postal packets w1thm t he 

Article VI-The article specified in Ariticle V. interior of the U ni?n· . br t 
lllay be registered. Article XI.-It 1s forbtdden to the pu IC o 

Every registered a rticle is liable, at the charge send by post- t . . Jd or siiYer 
of the sender_ 1. L etters or packets con am tO~ go 

1. To th~ , ordinary prepai_d rate of postage on b.ullion, . Piec~s of money. Jewclry or pre-
the arhcle according to Its nature: ctous articles · · · fcles 

.._ 2. To a fixed registeration fee of 25 centime• at 2 . ~ny packets wbateyer contammg ar • 
~- the maxim on in European States. and of 50 hable to Customs d~ty. f: 11' under one of 

· ~ntimea at the maximum in other countries, In the eye_n~ of a p_ac d~Jh~r~dgb one Admin-
tncluding the issue of an acknowledgment of ~hesc_prohtbitJons _bemg th Iaministration 
P t . tstratlon o( the U m on to a no er . . 

tm: oe mg to the aender. . f U . h 1 tter proceeds accordmg to the 
a ne •ender of a registered article may obtam an ° the ntont t e a ·b d by its legislation, or 

&ok~ow\edgment of the delivery of such article, by ma~ne! and orms p~e~can e 
P&ytng in advance a fixed fee of 26 centime~ at the by JtsJnl~nd r~gulatio ~rved to the Government 
lllalimum, 'fohere 11, moreover, re 
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It imp 1es. as a matter of right accessio . 
.tbe clauses, and admission to ali the adv~ to all ( ArtiCle XXII.-The rese . -
stipulated by the present Convention. ntages cot~le ~pe~atiou on the 1sf A t~[ 

1
Convenhon shall 

It devoh~es upon the Government of th S . ma1u m vtgour during an i~d fi .~79, an_dshall re
Confederation to determine, by common ~on Wl~ fach contract_ing party has the eri~bte le~~~~ ; ~ut 
with the Government of the country inter sen rom _the UniOn by means of a ~loti W I _ rawmg 
the share to be contributed hy the Administ;s:~d. year m advance, by its Governme~: tgiven, one 
Gf this latter country towards the expenses 0~ ~fn vrnr:nrnt of the Swiss confederation ° the Go
Jnternati?nal Bureau, an~,. if necessary, the rat~: rttc e XX~II.-After the date on ·which the _ 
to be levied by that Adnumstration in confot·mit ~~ntT~on;entlOn take~ eftect, all the stipulation~ref 
to Article VII. preceding. Y A et tea 1~8, ConventiOns, Anangements or oth 0 

Article XIX.-Congresses of pler.ipotentiaries coc s ~revlOusly c?n.clud~d between th~ vario~~ 
of the countries participating in the Convention sfun~rtt~s or Admi~lstrabons, in so far as those 
~r simple Administrave Conferences, according t~ o/1~e a ~?ns a[~ not In . accordance with the term~r 
the importance of the questions to be solved are prejudf e~enth o~v~ntwn, are abrogated, witheut 
)aeld, when a demand for them is made or appr~ved Th ce 0 e ng ts ~eserved by Article XV. 
by two-thirds, at least, of the Governments or Ad- as po:si~;esen~~onv~ntlOn sh_all b~ ratified ns soon 
minitatrations, as the case may be. changed a~· p . e ac 8 01 ratificatton shall be ex-

Nevertheless, a Congress shall be held at least In faith of a~~ich th 1 . • . 
once in every five years. t .· b e P empotent1anes of the 

. coun nes a ove enumerated have sicrned th 
Each country may be represented etther ?Y one sent Convention at Paris, the fil'st ~f Jun: pre-

or several delegates, or by the delegatwn of thousand eight hundred and t . ht ' one 
another country. But it is understood that the seven y-elg · 
~legate or delegates of one country can be charged UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION. 
with_ the representation of two countries only, in- CeNvENTION OF PARIS. 
~ludmg the. coun~ry they represent. FINAL PROTOCOL. 

In the dehbera.t10nseach country has oneyote only. The undersigned, plenipotentiaries of the Gov
Eac~ Congress fixes the place ef meetmg of the e!nments of the countries which have this day 

followmg Congress. signed the Convention ofParis have agreed as fol-
For conferences, the administrations fix the lows : ' 

p1aces o! meeting according to the proposal of the l. Persia, whi?h forms part of the Union, being 
InternatiOnal Bureau. unrepresented, w11l nevertheless be a1lowed to sign 

Article XX.-In the interval which elapses be- the Convention hereafter, provided that country 
tween the meetings, any Postal Administration of confirms its adhesion by a diplomatic act with the 
a country of the Union has the right to address to Swiss Government, before the 1st April 1879. 
the other Administrations belonging to it, through II. The countr~es forei~n to th~ Union, which 
the intermediary of the International BureauJ pro- have deferred ~~err adhesiOn or wh1ch _have not yet 
posals concerning the business of the Union. But, ?ome to a de_c~s10n, sbal_l ente.r the '£.!nl0n on fulfill
in order to become binding those proposals must mg the condthons specified m Article XVIII for 
-ebtain- the Convention. . 

1. Unanimity of votes, if they involve any modi- . III. In case one. or other of the_ contractmg l~ar
fication of the stipulations of Articles Il., III., ttes should ~ot.ratlfy the Con.vent10_n shall ne\er-
IV .. V., VI., and IX. preceding. the less be bmd1~1g on tb_e _parties to _1t. 

2. Two thirds of the votes, if they involve a IV. The va_n_ous B~1t1sh ~olomes, ot~er. than 
modification of the sti ulations of the Conven- Canada ~nd Bnttsh Indta, wluch ar.e parhes m the 
~ th th th p t A ticles II. Ill., IV. Convention, are, Ceylon, th_e. Straits Settleme~ts, 
"'on o er an ose o r ' ' Labuan, Hong Kong, MauntiU~ and depe?d~nCles, 
V., yr and IX. . . 'f h involve Bermuda, British Guiana, JamaiCa, and Tnnldad. 

'3. A stmple absolute maJOrity, 1 ~ ey . f I f: 'th of which the plenipotentiaries hereunder 
either the int~rpret~tion of the sttpulatt~nsu~e mei~ti:~ed have drawn up the present final proto-
tbe Convention, ex~ept the case of~~ P col which shall have the same force and ~be same 
contemplated by Article XV~I. pre?edmg. l~e as if the sti ulations which it contams were 

The binding decision is sanctto~ed ID t~e fi~t ya erted in the ~onvention itself, and they have 
two cases by a diplomatic declarat1~n, :Vhlch t e ~f!aed it in one single instrument, which shall be 
Government of the Swiss Confederat101~ ~~ chargel~ d 0 'ted in the archives of the Freocb Govern

' 1rith the duty of preparing and ~ransmtttJ~g to a. d me~~t81 and a copy of which shall be delivered to 
' the Governments of the contract1~1g c~unt~les, ~~e each party. 
ID the third case by a simple nottf1catton r~m Paris 1st June 1878. 
International Bureau to all the AdministratiOns 0 (H 'folJow the signatures of the dele~tes ~f 

I the Union. . he aC::ernments of Great Britain an~ certalll B~l-
Article XXI.-The following ure C?~slde~~;' ~ish Colonies Germany, the Ar~?otDe Rep~bhj 

• lonniog, for the application of. Arttc es t 
0
·; Austria, Hurigary, Belgium, Bra~u, d e~~ars:.~-

XI~.,. and_ XX. preceding, a sm~le coun ry the Daniah Colonies •. Egypt, Spaif ~~rth America, 
· aclnumstra.tlOn, as the case may ~e .- ish Colonies, the Umtea ~tates ~ . dia Canada_ 

, 1. The Empire of British Indta. France, the ~,rench Colomes, BrltJst;ja ic~ Moa.te-
. - 2. The Dominion of Canada. 

1 
. Greece, Italy, Japan, Lux~m~ur~; aned Netberlantl 

3. The whole of the Danish Co om~• negro, Norway, the Net er an Portu oea Colo-
4.. The whole of the Spaniah

0
Co

1
10'!1es. Colonies, Peru, Portu.galsind d~re Servi~ SweedeD. 

6. The whole of the French 0 onJe .. - niea, Roumania, RUI818• a va ' 
6. The whole of the Netberland Co

1
lon.aes. Switzerland, Turkey.] 

?. The whole of the Portugueae Co onJel. 
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