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1 Oct 1972; Postage Rate Increase [Gleaner 28 Sep 1972] 

Articles regarding New postal rates effective 1 Oct 1972 

SOME NEW POSTAL RATES EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1 

Increases in some postal rates will go into effect on Sunday. Proposals for the 

increases were announced by Government during the last Budget: debate a JIS release 

said yesterday. 

Rates for Inland letters will be increased from 3c to 5c but there will be no increases 

in the charges of airmail letters and parcels .except in the case of Commonwealth 

Caribbean countries, where the rates will be increased from 8c to 10c thus bringing these 

countries in line with the charges for North, Central and South America and the rest of the 

Caribbean. 

To go with the increase in inland rates, the authorities will increase the weight limit 

from two to four ounces. 

Charges for Inland parcels will be increased also; the new rates being 6c per pound. 

To ensure promptness in the collection of Parcels by the public a new storage fee for 

parcels will be enforced. Parcels not collected within one month after the registration of 

the parcel notice, will be subjected to a charge of 50c and an additional 10c per day after 

the first month. Postage rates for post cards, newspapers and other printed matter will be 

doubled, but at the same time the weight limit will be simultaneously increased. 

Increases 

There will be increases in the area of Post Office service charges — for example 

there will be increases in rates for post boxes, registration fees and express delivery 

charges. 

The air parcel-post rates to all countries to which the service extends will be 

amended. In, some instances the rates will be lowered, for example in the cases of 

Australia and Hong Kong. Two countries have been added to the service — Netherlands 

Antilles (including Surinam and Venezuela). 

There will no longer be the special Commonwealth surface letter rate. Surface letters 

for all destinations outside of Jamaica will have to be pre-paid at the foreign-letter rate. 

Surface parcel-post charges to all countries will be increased 

also The new rate for single post …  
(Continued on PAGE 8 but not available on-line) 
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Turning to more mundane matters, certain postal increases were introduced with 

effect from October 1st. After being for long one of the cheapest places from which to 

despatch mails, Jamaica is now falling into line with other countries! The inland letter rate 

is increased to 5c and the airmail rate to Commonwealth Caribbean countries has risen to 

10c., thus becoming the same as that for the rest of the American continent. Inland and 

airmail parcel rates are both amended, whilst postcard, newspaper and printed matter rates 

are all doubled with an increase in the weight limit allowed. Inland postcards will now 

cost 2c and a special rate of 4c has been introduced for Christmas cards. Could not a 

similar idea be operated in this country? 

All overseas seamail will now be sent at the foreign letter rate, the former 

Commonwealth preference having been abolished. Registration envelopes will cost 1c 

extra in addition to the postage and registration fee, which itself has been raised to 20c, 

with increases also in charges for Express Letters and special services. It will be 

interesting to see what effect this increase has on the new registered envelopes, ordered at 

the old rates and now being printed. 
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1 Oct 1972; Rates to Overseas Destinations [Gleaner 1 Oct 1972] 
New postal Rates today 

New postal rates come into effect today. Explanation of the major changes in charges for local and foreign letters and parcels 

has been circulated to post offices and postal agencies by the Post Master General. A JIS release stated. 

The new rates have been circulated to the post offices and Postal agencies since mid-September in order that personnel could 

familiarize themselves with the new rates. 

The new rate for Inland letters la now increased front 3 cent to 5 cents, but there is no Increase in the charges for airmail letters 

and parcels, except to the case of Commonwealth Caribbean countries where the rates have been increased from 8 to 10 cents The 

weight limit for Inland letters have been increased from two to four ounces. 

Rate increases are also going into effect with respect to inland parcels, post cards and printed matter. There are Increases in rates 

or postal service charges A new storage fee for parcels will be enforced. 

 

Link to image 
RATES FOR OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS 

PARCELS FOR POST BY AIR MAIL 
(per half pound) 

 
 $ c 
Antigua  60 
Australia 1 80 
Austria 1 30 
Bahamas  90 
Bangladesh 1 60 
Belgium 1 40 
Bermuda  60 
British Honduras  60 
Canada  70 
Canal Zone  60 
Cayman Islands  50 
Denmark 1 10 
Dominica  60 
Ethiopia 1 80 
France 1 70 
Ghana 1 50 
Gibraltar 1 10 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

1 50 

Grenada  60 
Guyana  60 
Haiti  90 
Hong Kong  1 40 
India 1 40 

 $ c 
Iran 1 30 
Ireland 1 50 
Israel 1 40 
Italy 1 30 
Japan 1 70 
Kenya 1 50 
Lebanon 1 30 
Luxembourg  1 20 
Malaysia 1 50 
Malta 1 30 
Montserrat   60 
Netherlands  1 20 
Netherlands Antilles  90 
New Zealand 1 80 
Nigeria 1 40 
Norway 1 30 
Pakistan 1 40 
Panama  90 
Poland 1 40 
Portugal 1 20 
Puerto Rico  70 
Rhodesia 1 40 
Sabah 1 50 
St. Kitts, Nevis  60 

 $ c 
Anguilla  60 
St Lucia  60 
St Vincent  60 
Senegal 1 50 
Sierra Leone 1 50 
Singapore 1 40 
South Africa 
(including South 
West, Africa) 

1 30 

Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 1 60 
Surinam 1 30 
Sweden 1 40 
Switzerland  80 
Tanzania 1 30 
Trinidad ,and Tobago  60 
Turks and Caicos 
Islands  

 60 

United States of 
America 

 70 

Venezuela 1 20 
Virgin Islands of 
the:USA 

 70 

Zambia 1 60  
 

For rates to other destinations, please check with your Post Office. 
 

PARCELS FOR POST BY SURFACE MAIL 
 

up to  2 7 11 22 
 lb. lb. lb. lb. 
 $.c $.c $.c $.c 
Australia 
(including 
Cocos Islands 
and  
Lord Howe 
Island) 

2.20 3.30 4.50 6.90 

Austria 2.00 2.70 4.20 5.70 
Bahamas 1.30 1.80 2.50 4.10 
Bangladesh 2.60 3.90 5.00 8.20 
Barbados 0.90 1.30 1.80 2.80 

up to  2 7 11 22 
 lb. lb. lb. lb. 
 $.c $.c $.c $.c 
Belgium 1.80 2.40 3.30 6.10 
Bermuda 30c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.). 
British Honduras 0:90 1.20 1.70 2.60 
Canada 30c per lb. (Limit 20 lb.) 
Canal Zone 
(Panama) 

40c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 

Cayman Islands  0.80 1.20 1.60 2.40 
Denmark  
(including 
Greenland)  

1.80 2.30 3.10 4.70 
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up to  2 7 11 22 
 lb. lb. lb. lb. 
 $.c $.c $.c $.c 
Dominica 0.90 1.20 1.70 2,60 
Ethiopia 2.40 3.40 4.80 7.80 
France 2.10 2.60 3.40 5.20 
Ghana 2.30 3.10 4.20 6.50 
Gibraltar 1.80 2.50 3.40 5.00 
Great Britain and  
Northern Ireland 

1.90 2.40 3.30 4.70 

Grenada 0.90 1.20 1.70 2.60 
Guyana 1.30 1.70 2.30 3.50 
Haiti 1.20 1.70 2.40 3.70 
Hong Kong 1.90 2.70 3.70 5.90 
- India 2.20 2.90 4.10 6.40 
Iran 2.20 3.00 4.00 6.60 
Irish Republic 
(Eire) 

1.80 2.30 8.00 4.60 

Israel • 2.10 2.90 4.10 6.80 
Italy 2.10 2.80 3.80 5.80 
Japan 40c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 
Kenya 2.20 2.50 4.20 6.40 
Lebanon* 2.10 2.80 3.80 6.00 
Luxemburg 1.90 2.59 3.40 5.30 
Malaysia 
(including  
Sabah and 
Sarawak). 

2.00 2.80 3.90 6.00 

Malta 2.00 2.70 3.60 5.60 
     
Netherlands,The 1.90 2.50 3.30 5.10 
Netherlands 
Antilles 
(Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curacao, 
Saba, St: 
Eustatius,  
St. Maarten) 

1.70 2.30 3.00 4.00' 

New Zealand 
(including 
 Cook Island and  
Western Samoa) 

2.20 3.10 4.30 6.60 

Nigeria. 2.30 3.10 4.30 5.40 
Norway 2.10 2.70 3.50 5.30 
Pakistan 2.20 3.30 4.20 6.70 
Panama 
Republic 

1.50 2.30 3.30 5.50 

     
Poland 1.90 2.50 3.30 5.20 
Portugal 1.96 2.50 3.40 5.40 
Puerto Rico  35c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 
Rhodesia 2.30 3.40 5.00 7.00 
St. Lucia 0.90 1.30 1.80 2.00 
St. Vincent 0.90 1.30. 1.80 2.80 
Senegal 2.10. 2.90 3.80 6.10 
'Sierra Leone  2.20 3.10 4.30 6.40 
Singapore 1.90 2.80 3.90 5.70 

up to  2 7 11 22 
 lb. lb. lb. lb. 
 $.c $.c $.c $.c 
South Africa 1.80 2.80 4.00 8.80 
Spain 2.10 2.80 3.70 5.70 
Sri Lanka 
(Ceylon) 

2.20 3.20. 4.50 7.10 

Surinam 1.70 2.30 3.00 4.80 
Sweden 2.20 2.80 3.60 5.40 
Switzerland 1.90 2.50 3.40 5.20 
Tanzania 2.20 3.00 4.30 7.00 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 

0.90 1.30 1.80 2.80 

Turks and Caicos 
Islands 

35c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 

United States of 
America 

35c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 

Venezuela 2.10 2.70 3.50 5.30 
Virgin Islands 
(U.S.A.) 

35c per lb. (Limit 22 lb.) 

Zambia 2.90 4.20 6.00 9.40 
 
*(Parcels to destinations other than Beirut 
must not exceed 11 lbs.) 
 
For surface parcel post rates to other 
destinations, please check your Post Office. 
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SURFACE LETTERS 

Letters by Surface Mail. 
There has been no change in the rate for letters by Surface. Mail EXCEPT that there will no longer 
be a preferential rate for Commonwealth countries. Surface letters to all overseas destinations will 
now be pre-paid at the regular Foreign letter Rate. 
 

PARCEL STORAGE CHARGES - 
To ensure prompt collection of parcels, a fee of 50c will be charged for parcels coming from abroad 
which have been left uncollected 1 month after the date of issue of the parcel notice - Each 
additional day - 10c e.g. Notice date-stamped 1st October, 1972. Fee of 50c due on 2nd 
November, 1972 and from 3rd November, 1972 10c per day until delivered. 
 

OTHER POST OFFICE SERVICE CHARGES 
Registration Fee Per lb. 20c 
Registered Letter Envelope Per envelope 1c 
Express Delivery Fee Per article 2c 
Business Reply 2c 
Private Letter Boxes $6.00 p.a. 
Private Letter Bags 

(a) When conveyed by by holder $6.00 
(b) When conveyed by Post Office  $8.00 

Letter Books $4.00 p.a.  
Replacement of Keys Per time $1.25 
Customs Clearance Fee 25c 
Cash on Delivery Fee 10c 
Dispatch Fee 10c 
Customs Duty, Pre paid 20c 
 
CHANGE IN THE NAMES OF COUNTRIES: 
EAST PAKISTAN is now BANGLADESH 
CEYLON is now SRI LANKA 
CONGO DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (formerly Belgian Congo) is now ZAIRE. 
 

1 Oct 1972; Correction to published rates [Gleaner 30 Oct 1972] 
POSTAL RATES CORRECTION 
Please note the following corrections to the advertisements of Postal Rates which came into effect 
October 1st. 

• Rates for Overseas Airmail Letters to TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS --10 cents per half ounce. 

• Registration Fee 20 cents for each registered article. 

• Express Delivery Fee 20 cents per article 

  



Jamaica Post Office Notices 1972 

  Page 10 

1 Oct 1972; Further Postal Rate Info [Gleaner 15 Nov 1972] 
Link to image 

SURFACE MAIL 
DESTINATION DATE  PARCEL RATES 
 Up to 2 lb 7 lb. 11 lb. 22 lb. 
United Kingdom 28:11.72 $1.90 2.40 3.30 4.70 
United States of America 28.11.72 35c per lb. 
Canada 28.11.72 30c per lb. 
Bahamas 1.12.72 $1.30 1.80 2.60 4.10. 
Bermuda 11.12.72 30c per lb. 
Guyana ) $1.30 1.70 2.30 3.50 
Trinidad ) .90 1.30 1.80 2.80 
Antigua ) .90 1.20 1.70 2.60 
Barbados ) 20.11.72 .90 1.30 1.80 2.80 
Dominica ) .90 1.20 1.10 2.60 
Grenada ) .90 1.20 1.70 2.60 
Montserrat  .90 1.20 1.70 2.60 
St. Kitts ) .90 . 1.20 1.70 2.60 
St. Lucia ) .90 1.30 1.80 2.80 
St. Vincent ) .90 1.30 1.80 2.80 
European Countries 14.11.72 Check with your Post Office 
 

LETTER RATES 
LETTERS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR ALL COUNTRIES . 

Up to 1 oz. 9 cents 
Over 1 oz. to 2 oz. - 18 cents , 
2 oz. to 4 oz.,- 22 cents 
4 oz. to 8 oz. - 52 cents 
8 oz. to 1 lb. 97 cents 
1 lb. to 2 lb.:- $1.60 cents 
2 lb. to 4 lb. $2.57 cents 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS UNSEALED 
To all destinations 5c for 1st oz. 
 

AIR MAIL 
 
DESTINATION  DATE PARCELS LETTER Christmas Cards 

(Unsealed) 
   (Rate  

per ½ lb ) 
(Rate  

per ½ oz.) 
(Rate  

per ½ oz.) 
United kingdom  9.12.72 $1.50 15c 8c 
United States of America  1.12.72 70c 10c 5c 
Canada  1.12.72 70c 10c 5c 
Bahamas  1.12.72 90 10c 5c 
Bermuda )  60c 10c 5c 
Guyana )  60c 10c 5c 
Trinidad )  60c 10c 5c 
Antigua )  60c 10c 5c 
Barbados )  60c 10c 5c 
Dominica ) 11.12.72 60c 10c 5c 
Grenada )  60c 10c 5c 
Montserrat )  60c 10c 5c 
St. Kitts )  60c 10c 5c 
St. Lucia )  60c 10c 5c 
St. Vincent )  60c 10c 5c 
European Countries  4.12.72 Check with your Post Office 
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Africa, Australia, New Zealand and 
other Far Eastern Countries 

 29.11.72 Check with your Post Office 

Central and South America  1.12.72 Check with your Post Office 
 

1 Oct 1972; Inland Rates [Gleaner, 8 Dec 1972] 
Link to image 
 

INLAND CHRISTMAS MAIL 1972 

LATEST DATES OF POSTING: 

Parcels & Packets Wednesday December 20th 

Letters & Cards  Thursday December 21st. 

 

POSTAGE. RATES 

Christmas Cards (unsealed) 4  cents 

Letters first4 ounces 5   

Over 4 ounces to 6 ounces 6  

6 ounces to 8 ounces 8  

8 ounces to 10 ounces 11  

10 ounces to 12 ounces 15  

12 ounces to 14 ounces 20  

14 ounces to 1 lb 26  

1 lb ounces to 2 lb 52  

2 lb ounces to 4 lb 77  

(Limit 4 lbs)   

Postcard Single 2  cents 

Printed Matter first 4 oz. 4  

Over 4 ounces to 6 ounces 5  

6 ounces to 8 ounces 7  

8 ounces to 10 ounces 10  

10 ounces to 12 ounces 14  

12 ounces to 14 ounces 19  

14 ounces to 1 lb 25  

1 lb ounces to 2 lb 50  

2 lb ounces to 4 lb 75  

Parcel per pound (Limit 20. lbs.) 6  

Registration Fee per item 20  cents 
 

1 Oct 1972; Postage Rate Increase [Foster Stamp-Collecting 14 Dec 1972] 
Turning to more mundane matters, certain postal increases were introduced with effect from 
October 1st. After being for long one of the cheapest places from which to despatch mails, 
Jamaica is now falling into line with other countries! The inland letter rate is increased to 5c and the 
airmail rate to Commonwealth Caribbean countries has risen to 10c., thus becoming the same as 
that for the rest of the American continent. Inland and airmail parcel rates are both amended, whilst 
postcard, newspaper and printed matter rates are all doubled with an increase in the weight limit 
allowed. Inland postcards will now cost 2c and a special rate of 4c has been introduced for 
Christmas cards. 
All overseas seamail will now be sent at the foreign letter rate, the former Commonwealth 
preference having been abolished. Registration envelopes will cost 1c extra in addition to the 
postage and registration fee, which itself has been raised to 20c, with increases also in charges for 
Express Letters and special services. It will be interesting to see what effect this increase has on 
the new registered envelopes, ordered at the old rates and now being printed. 
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31 Oct 1972; Temp Closure of Pennants & Bybrook PAs [Gleaner 31 Oct 1972] 
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28 Dec 1972; Linea Aeropostal Venezolana application [Gazette 28 Dec 1972] 

 


