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31 Oct 1949; Article re Airmail rates [Gleaner 31 Oct 1949] 
Transport Cost Keeps Air Mail Rates Up 

A former resident here, now living in Honolulu, recently addressed a letter to the Postmaster 

General of Jamaica, protesting the "exorbitant rate" of airmail postage between Jamaica and 

Honolulu. capital of Hawaii, and enquiring the cause. A copy of the letter was received by the 

Gleaner. 

The letter said that the airmail rate from Honolulu to Jamaica is ten cents per half ounce, whereas 

the rate from Jamaica to Honolulu three shillings for the same weight. It also further pointed out 

that the airmail rate from Jamaica to the United States is 8d per half ounce, whilst the rate from the 

U.S. to Hawaii, which is a part of United States territory is so much more. 

Uniform Rates 

The answer, as given by a postal official, here, is that the United States maintains a uniform airmail 

postal rate in all United States territory, no matter how far removed from the continental United 

States. Thus, an airmail letter from New York to Kingston, costs the same as one from New York to 

Honolulu thousands of miles out in the Pacific. 

Most countries determine their Airmail rates by calculating the cost of the actual air transport of 

mail plus their usual postal rates. 

In the case of Jamaica, for instance, a letter to Brazil or the Argentine costs 8d per half ounce, the 

same rate as a letter to New York. The distance to South America is of course, much greater. 

There is, however, so great a volume of mail to the United States that the authorities there are able 

to strike an average and make the same charge to South America absorbing the higher cost of air 

transport to South America in the saving from mail to the United States. Great Britain does the same 

thing. 

In the case of a letter from Jamaica to Hawaii the air transport rates are very high, as it involves 

trans-shipment from New York to San Francisco, and from San Francisco to Hawaii. Jamaican 

authorities have not yet worked out a way to absorb, through another channel the high cost of 

forwarding the very few letters from this country to Hawaii. The Gleaner was informed that, if this 

proved possible in the future, it would be implemented without delay. 
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