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1 Apr 1939; Postal Rates [Gazette 23 Feb 1939] 

 
SCHEDULE. 
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Inland Postage. 

Letters for the first 

two ounces 

Post Cards 
Local Newspapers for 

the first two ounces 

Printed and 

commercial Papers 

for each two ounces 

Parcel-Post 

Parcels for 

each pound 
Single 

Reply 

Paid 

One Penny half 

penny and for 

every additional 

two ounces half- 

penny 

One 

Penny 

Two 

Pence 

Half-penny: over two 

ounces and up to six 

ounces one penny and 

for each additional six 

ounces half-penny 

Half-penny Four Pence 

Registration Fee 
Samples for Four 

ounces 
Advice of Delivery Blind Literature 

Three Pence 

One Penny: For six 

ounces penny-half- 

penny: For eight 

ounces two pence 

Two pence (for 

registered or insured 

articles only 

For the first two pounds half-penny 

Up to five pounds one penny: Up to 

eight pounds one penny-half-penny: 

Up to eleven pounds two pence 

 

OVERSEAS 

(I) Letters:  

(a) Imperial Penny half-penny for the first ounce and for each additional ounce one 

penny. 

(b) Foreign Two pence half-penny for the first ounce and for each additional ounce 

penny half-penny. 

(II) Post Cards:  

(a) Imperial Each single one penny. Reply paid two-pence. 

(b) Foreign Each single penny half-penny. Reply paid three pence. 

(III) Small Packets For the first ten ounces five pence and for every additional two ounces one 

penny. 

(IV) Printed Papers For every two ounces half-penny. 

(V) Commercial Papers For the first ten ounces two pence half-penny and for each additional two 

ounces half-penny. 

(VI) Samples For the first four ounces one penny and for each additional two ounces half-

penny. 

(VII) Registration Fee  Three pence. 

(VIII) Advice of Delivery Two pence (for registered or insured articles only). 

(IX) Blind Literature For the first two pounds half-penny. Up to five pounds one penny. Up to 

eight pounds penny-half-penny. Up to eleven pounds two pence. 
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1 Apr 1939; Postage Rates [Gleaner, 11 Mar 1939] 
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GOVT. NOTICE 

From and after Saturday, April 1st 1939 the following changes in the internal and overseas rates of 

postage become effective 

INLAND MAIL 

Letters 

Not exceeding 2 oz.  1½d 

For every additional 2 oz or fraction of 2 oz ½d 

Post cards 

Single 1d 

Reply paid 2d 

Local Newspapers 

Not exceeding 2 oz. (per copy) ½d 

Not exceeding 6 oz. (per copy) 1d 

For every additional 6 oz. (per copy) ½d 

Samples 

Not exceeding 4 oz. 1d 

Not exceeding 6 oz. 1½d 

Not exceeding 8 oz. (maximum) 2d 

Registration fee 3d 

 

OVERSEAS MAIL 

Post cards 

Imperial 1d 

International each 1½d 

Registration fee 3d 

 

Post Office Guides- (with amended rates) may be purchased at the General Post Office. Price 6d. 

W. A. CAMPBELL, 

Actg. Postmaster For Jamaica, 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, 

9th March. 1939 
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08 Apr 1939; Newspaper-Rate [Gazette 08 Apr 1939 p511] 
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May 1939; TransAtlantic Mail Service [Gleaner 29 May 1939] 
CLIPPER ON SECOND MAIL OCEAN HOP PORT- WASHINGTON, New York, May 28.—Pan 
American Airways Atlantic Clipper winged her way across the Atlantic Ocean last night on the 
second flight of Pan- American Airways European airmail service and arrived at Lisbon this 
evening, flying via the Azores. The Clipper took off at 4.08 p.m. yesterday after its sister ship, the 
Yankee Clipper, had completed the first round .trip air mail flight to Europe in history. With the take-
off of the -Atlantic Clipper, Pan-American officials expressed the opinion that commercial trans-
Atlantic .air service is now a routine fact. The Yankee Clipper, which left Southampton on 
Wednesday on her homeward flight, landed at Port Washington on its return trip after a six-hour 
delay occasioned by heavy head winds between the Azores and the United States. The storm 
forced the huge flying boat" to make a stop at Bermuda. The trans-Atlantic air mail service will 
operate for the time being on a once weekly schedule. One clipper will leave Port Washington each 
Saturday and the other lands from Europe.—Reuters and Canadian Press by Cable and Wireless 
Ltd.   
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30 May 1939; Air Mail [Gazette 30 May 1939] 
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The following Notification is, by command of His Excellency The Governor, published for 
general information. 
 A. G. GRANTHAM, 
 Colonial Secretary. 

 

 

No. 481.-The Governor in Privy Council on the 30th May, 1939, under Section 8 of 

the Post Office Law 1908, (Law 51 of 1908) as amended by Section 4 of the Post Office 

Amendment Law 1910 (Law 14 of 1910) made the following order directing that the 

order made by the Governor in Privy Council on the 8th day of February, 1939, shall be 

amended by adding at the foot or end of the Schedule to that order a Schedule of Rates on 

letters posted by Air Mail as set out. 

I, the Governor in Privy Council in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 8 of 

The Post Office Law 1908 (Law 51 of 1908) as amended by Section 4 of The Post Office 

Amendment Law 1910 (Law 14 of 1910) and of every power hereunto enabling do hereby 

order and direct as follows:- 

(1) That the Order made by the Governor in Privy Council on the 8th day of 

February, 1939, and published in the Jamaica Gazette on the 23rd day of 

February, 1939, shall be and is hereby amended by adding at the foot or 

end of the Schedule to that Order the Schedule hereto. 

(2) That this Order shall take effect as from the thirtieth day of May, 1939. 

Made in Privy Council this 30th day of May, 1939. 

A. F. RICHARDS, 

Governor. 
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SCHEDULE. 

 

AIR MAIL RATES. 

 
Country Rate per 

half ounce 

Routing 

Algeria 1/2 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air 

Algeria 2/7 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service 

Antigua  (see Leeward Island) 

Argentina 1/9  

Australia 0/6½ By air to US Pacific port -and thence by steamer 

Australia 1/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England, and thence by air 

Australia 3/2 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service 

Azores 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England, thence by air 

Azores 2/0 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Bahamas 1/1  

Bahrein 1/2 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Bahrein 2/7 By all-air route via trans Atlantic service. 

Barbados 1/4  

Belgian Congo 1/4 By air to New York, steamer, to England and thence by air. 

Belgian Congo 2/9 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Bermuda 0/6½ By air to New York and thence by steamer. 

Bermuda 1/1 By all-air route 

Bolivia 1/9  

Brazil 1/9  

British Guiana 1/3  

British Honduras 1/7  

Brunei 1/1 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Brunei 2/6 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Canada 0/6½  

Canal Zone 0/7½  

Ceylon 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England,. and thence by air.. 

Ceylon 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Chile 1/9  

China 0/7½ By air to U.S. Pacific port and thence by steamer. 

China 3/9 By all-air route via trans-Pacific service. 

Colombia 1/3  

Continental Europe 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Continental Europe 2/0 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Cook Islands  (see New Zealand) 

Costa Rica 1/1  

Cuba 0/6½  

Dominicana 0/6½  

Dutch East Indies 1/8 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Dutch East Indies 3/1 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Dutch Guiana 1/4  

Dutch West Indies 1/3  

Ecuador 1/4  

Egypt 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

   

Egypt 2/2 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Eire 0/6½ By air to New York, steamer to England. 

Eire 2/0 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

El Salvdoor 1/1  

French Guiana 1/4  

French West Indies 0/11½  

Europe   (see Continental Europe) 
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Country Rate per 

half ounce 

Routing 

Gambia 1/3½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Gambia 2/8 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Gold Coast Colony 1/1½ By air to New York, steamer to England thence by air. 

Gold Coast Colony 2/6 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Great Britain 6½d By air to New York thence by steamer. 

Great Britain 2/0 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Guatemala 1/1  

Hawaii 0/7½ By air to U.S. Pacific port and thence by steamer. 

Hawaii 1/7 By all-air route via trans-Pacific service. 

Hayti 0/6½  

Honduras (Republic of) 1/1  

Hong Kong 0/6½ By air to U.S. Pacific port and thence by steamer 

Hong Kong 2/1 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Hong Kong 3/8 By all-air route via trans-Pacific service. 

India 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

India 2/5 By all-air route via trans _-Atlantic service. 

Iran & Iraq 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Iran & Iraq 2/2 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Japan 0/7½ By air to U.S. port and thence by air. 

Kenya & Uganda 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Kenya & Uganda 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Leeward Islands 0/11½ Anguilla, Barbuda, Dominica, Montserrat ,Nevis, Redonda,St 

Christoper,St Kitts 

Libya 1/1 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Libya 2/6 By all-air route, via trans-Atlantic service. 

Macao 0/7½ By air to U.S. Pacific port and thence by steamer. 

Macao 1/1 By all-air route via trans-Pacific service. 

Madagascar 2/7 By air to New York, steamer to England thence by air. 

Madagascar 4/0 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Mauritius 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Mauritius 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Mexico 1/1  

New Caledoonia  (see Australia) 

New Zealand 06½ By air to U.S. Pacific port and thence by steamer. 

New Zealand 1/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and air to Australia 

New Zealand 2/7 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service to Australia. 

Nicaragua 1/1  

Nigeria & Nyasaland 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Nigeria & Nyasaland 2/5 By all-air route via trans .Atlantic service. 

Palestine 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Palestine 2/2 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Panama 0/7½  

North Borneo 1/2 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

North Borneo 2/7 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Paraguay 1/9  

Peru 1/4  

Philippine Islands 0/7½ By air to U.S. Pacific Port and thence by steamer. 

Philippine Islands 2/2 By all-air route via trans-Pacific service. 

Puerto Rico 0/7½  

Rhodesia (Northern & Southern) 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Rhodesia (Northern & Southern) 2/5 By all-air route via trans Atlantic service. 

Sarawak 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air 

Sarawak 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Senegal 1/11 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Senegal 3/4 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Siam 1/7 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 
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Country Rate per 

half ounce 

Routing 

Siam 3/- By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Sierra Leone 1/3½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Sierra Leone 2/8 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

South Africa Straits Settlements & Malay 

States 

1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air 

South Africa Straits Settlements & Malay 

States 

2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service.. 

Sudan 0/9½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Sudan 2/2 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Syria 0/11 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Syria 2/4 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Tanganyika Territory 1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Tanganyika Territory 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. . 

Transjordan 0/11 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Transjordan 2/4 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Trinidad 0/11½  

Tunis 1/1 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

Tunis. 2/6 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

Uganda (see Kenya)   

U.S.S.R. (in Asia) 1/8 By air to New York, steamer to England and thence by air. 

U.S.S.R. (in Asia). 3/1 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

United States of America 0/7½  

Uruguay 1/9  

Windward Islands 0/11½ Grenada, St. Lucia., St. Vincent. 

Venezuela  0,/11½  

Virgin Islands of U.S.A. 0/7½  

Zanzibar  1/0½ By air to New York, steamer to England thence by air 

Zanzibar. 2/5 By all-air route via trans-Atlantic service. 

 
Air Mail letters for Europe, Asia and Africa may be sent by Air to New York and thence by surface route to destinations at 6½d. 

per half ounce for letters addressed to a British destination and 7½'d per half 

ounce for letters addressed to a foreign destination. 

 

NOTE.-The above rates are the same as those published in the Jamaica Postal Guide 1939 except for-the addition of the trans-

Atlantic Air Service. 

 

Published by Order of the Government end printed by the Government Printing Office. . 
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1 Jun 1939; Transatlantic Air Service [Gleaner 2 Jun 1939 
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1 Jun 1939; Service to Barbados [Gleaner 18 Jul 1939} 
17 May 1939 

 

 

18 Jul 1939 

 

 

 

24 Jun 1939; Newfoundland – UK Air Service [Gleaner 6 Jun 1939] 
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28 Jun 1939; Bi-Weekly Transatlantic Service [Gleaner 15 Jun 1939] 
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3 Jul 1939; Telephone Licence (United Fruit Co) at Portland [Gazette 10 Aug 1939] 

 
 
 

24 Jul 1939; Airmail rates New Cal, NZ & Newfoundland [Gazette 6 Jul 1939] 

 
Rate to NZ 6½d; 
Rate to New Caledonia as Australia 
Rate to Newfoundland 1s 
 

Aug 1939;Postmistress at Hector's River & Alderton [Gazette3 Aug 1939] 

 
 
 



Jamaica Post Office Notices 1939 

  Page 22 

24 Aug 1939; War Regulations – Postal Censorship [Gazette 24 Aug 1939] 
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12 Sep 1939; Censorship [Gazette 13 Sep 1939] 

 
 

9 Oct 1939; Overseas incl. Airmail rates [Gleaner 11 Oct 1939] 
Hyperlink to image 

NOTICE  

October 9, 1939 

Effective Monday. October 16. 1939 the postage rates on ORDINARY OVERSEAS 

LETTERS will be as follows:—  

Foreign 3d. for first ounce and 1½d for each additional ounce.  

Imperial 2d for first ounce and 1d for each additional ounce.  

 

The following are the amended POSTAGE RATES FOR AIR MAIL LETTERS 

which also come into effect on October 16. 1939.  

Canada, Great Britain, United States of America 10d per ½ oz.  

Canal Zone, Panama. Puerto Rico 10d per ½ oz.  

Continental Europe (by air & steamer) .. 1/- per ½ oz.  

Continental Europe (by all-air route) . . . . 2/2 per ½ oz.  

Trans-Atlantic  
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Cuba. Haiti 9d per ½ oz.  

Trinidad, Leeward & Windward Islands ... 1/2 per ½oz.  

For rates to other places inquire at local Post Office. 

W. A. CAMPBELL. Postmaster for Jamaica. General Post Office 
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16 Oct 1939; Rates [Gazette-Extra 07/10/1939] 
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1 Nov 1939; Stamp Duty Law Amendment (Gazette Supp 18 Jan 1940] 
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17 Oct 1939; Parcel Post Import Value Limit [Gazette 20 Oct 1939 
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Nov 1939; Parcel Post Import Value Limit [Gazette 6 Nov 1939 

 
 

13 Nov 1939; Registration Envelopes [Gazette 2 Nov 1939] 

 
 


