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THE GovERNOR direet:s the publication .. of the following -.Annual Report on the working of the 
Postal and Telegraph Department fo r the year Clldecl 31st December, 1926. 

General Post Office, 
Jamaica, 31st May, 1927 

Sir , 
I have t he honour to submit the following Repor t on the transactions of t he Postal and Telegraph 

Department for th year ended 31st December, 1926. 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

2. The collections on account of the Postal and Telegraph Seevices amounted to £93,442 12s. 11ld., 
made up as 1 mder :-

Postal 
Telegraph!! 

£ . s. d. 
75,435 4 ll 
18,007 8 9! 

93,442 12 lll 

The followjng amounts which are not Postal Revenue were also collected b.' this Drpartment:­

Import Duty 
Judicial Stamps 
Impresse(l Stamps, ·tc., 
Quinine 11olcl a.t Post. Offices 

T he Import Duty Acroullt il'3 £3,693 in cxces!! of tbP. year 192.1. 

£ s. d. 
44,379 12 5 

6,309 17 0 
1,007 8 11 

416 18 7l 

52,113 16 l1 i 

3. Tlw C'olleetionR nn(kr the vn,rious items of Postal and;TC'legraph Revenue for th" yeare 1925 an(j 
1926 are shewn in the return which follows:- · 
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Postage 
Commission on 'V!oncy Orders 
Local Commission on British Postal Ordrrs 
Miscellaneous 
Telegraph 

1925. 

£ s. d. 
63,377 6 3! 

12.~ lH -H 
t);37 15 7 

17,8:)1 1-1: -b 
16,6-!4 4 8~ 

98,6H, 19 3} 

1926. 

£ s . d. 
61,2i56 4 ll t 

120 10 :n 
70o :3 nf 

lO,:H3 5 -1-{-
18,007 8 9! 

9 :~, 442 12 ll-i 

All the items shew an increase except "Miscellane ::ms" whi<'h discloses a decreas:J of £7,488; 
is due to t he fact pointed out in pa.ragrn.ph 3 of my rcp ::lJ't hr 1925, viz. : that £8,215 15s. 6d., t his 
Colony's s11are of United Kingdom p1stn.ge on p::.rcels a ~cumula.t ,rl between 1916 and 192.-, was trans­
ferre 1 t hen ; t he similar am )u t transf rrf' cl for 1936 is £3 ,3 .)~! , the difference, £5,861, fLllly accounting 
for t he decrease in th , total coll0ctinns b tw~1en the y.'il.J' 1(}2.) and 1926. 

The increases under "Postage" and "Telegraph' ' a ·e £'379 and £] ,363, respecti rely; the former, 
alt~ough comparat.i1·cly small, is evidence of t.he c ::mtinu~ cl e x )ansion of the advantages of t h ' p ::>~t; the 
latter is the financial indication of tl1e increasing p:)p ularity of th TeJpo·t·aph System. 

The d :tails of the item "Miscellaneous" a r ' given hereunder:-

Rent of Private Letter Box"s 
do. do . Bags 

Public Call Telephones 
Fines 
Delivery FeQ Cash on Delivery Parcels 
Customs Clearance Fee on Parcels 
Trade Charges Commission 
Credits on ace unt, Parc~ls Post Exchange United States o f Arneri L~a 
Sale of Post Office Handbo::>k 

£ s. d. 
254 ll 0 

67 12 G 
3 7 7 
4 17 2 

385 1 6 
3,8()5 0 L 

l49 8 ll 
2,7:)7 10 11 

2 15 0 
2 6 

2,350 17 0 
Value found in unclaimed dead letters .. 
Share of postage on U. K parcels (1916-192;'5) 
Discount on Stamps purchased . . 
Money Order Account United States America-Crccli t iu settlem nt 

of l1alances 
Miscellaneous 

1 12 2 

518 19 6 
0 16 6! 

10,343 5 4! 

4. The charges surrendered on account of official telegrams transmitted during the year is 
estimated at £1,600, and on account of official postage at £3,000. 

5. The amount collected for rent of private telephone iinrs is £ 1,079 8s . 3d 
6. The following Return of Revenue in periods of ten years shows th s :.eady growt·t of the 

Department. In the last ten years the Revenue has shown a phenomenal increase. 

1895-96. 1905-06. 1915-16. 1926. 

£ £ £ £ 
Postage 22,489 29,594 37,698 64,256 
Commission on Money Orders 388 441 396 130 
Commission on Postal Orders 520 787 9ll 706 
Miscellaneous 173 614 980 10,343 
Telegraph 6,156 5,983 8,068 1~,007 

29,726 07,419 48,053 93,442 

7. A comparative return of the expenditure in periods of ten years is given ';elow- the increase 
in expenditure is in proportion to the receipts. 

1895--26 1905-06 1915-16 1926. 

£ £ £ £ 
Personal Emoluments 13,879 15,252 24,600 50,584 
Mail Conveyance 13,982 10,8ti2 16,786 26,483 
Services 5,670 5,202 6,038 12,071 
Maintenance of Telegraph Line, etc., 2,170 799 2,567 4,554 

35,701 32,ll5 49,991 93,692 
---

8. A comparison of the expenditure 
below and showe a decreaee of £1,1 03. 

for the year under r eview with the prc vioua year is giv, n 

http:paragm.ph
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Personal Emolum,~nts 
Mail Con ,·cyance 
Ser ices . . 
Tel<'gra.ph Maintenance by De!pa.rtmcnt 

Telegraph line cons~ruct i :.ms and main­
tena.n e b Public 'i"Vorks Department 

Expencl i( u re 
1925. 

£ s. d . 
50,849 7 2 
28,398 9 0 
11,216 11 Ul:t 

657 15 6 

91,122 3 6-f 

3,673 19 9 

94,796 3 3} 

Expenditure 
1926. 

£ s. d. 
50,58 •1 5 3 
2G,-t83 2 4 
12, 071 1 7i 

778 l l 8 
- ---- - -
89,917 0 tOt 

3,775 11 9 
-------
93,692 12 ,1. 

4 

9. The decrease has bken plac<' principall y under " Mail Conveyance" n.nd this without 
imp:Ji ring the efficiency of the .l\lail Service. 

10. Child Welfare Stamr s 'xhich have ueen reguln rl y sold since 1923 du ,ing the months of 
Novembc:r , December and January \\Cre sole! for th . lns t time dming t l e y ar und ' J' rcvi ·w t:>s it has 
been decided that no more such stamps should l f' issued. The sum of £:39 9s. ·1<!. rf'alised !Jy th' s:tle 
of these stamps at ~d . each above thf'ir face' al uc ha hPcn P<licl ovC'r to the Ch ild SaYing League. Th is 
bring~:> th e total amount realised l•y t he: vcr t urc an d hnmlcd OV<'f to the Chi ld Sa vin~ League to 
£246 2s. 3d. 

D rsTRl CT PosT OFFICES. 
11. No new District Post Offices were established during the year unci non were clos ·cl, so 

t hat the number remains the same, viz:- 231. 
12. The service to the Llandewey Post Office (St. Thomas) was cotwerted from a daily to a lri­

weekly one from the 19th of October. This was done in order to rerl uce Lhe loss incuned in conductin g 
that office. 

13. The Mule Van Mail Servire bcLwcen Ipswich and Black R ivPr was discontinued from t l1 e 12th 
April, and a Motor Mail and Passenger Serv ice between Magl!otty and Blark R iwr via Laco,•ia and 
Middle Quarters inaugurated ; the change has been m uch appreciated. 

14. Each Post Office was inspected at least onco by the T ravelling Supervisor during the year, 
and his reports were on t he whole satisfactory. 

Cmc u LATION OF C o RRESP OND EN CE. 
15. Hereunder is a statement of the actual numb ,r of registc' t'C'Cl articles, and an c stimaf:e of the 

number of ordinary letters and post rards, which passed through tlJO Depart tnf'n t. dur ing t he year . A 
similar re turn for 1925 is rcprocluccd for tbn sake o£ com parison:-

OuLy,:ards. I nwards. 

Inland Mails:-
Orclinary Letters: 

Public 
Official 
Post Cards 

By vessels, not eontmct: 
U. K. and United States of America­

Ordinary Letter::; 
Post Cards 

Other Countries-
Ordinary Let ers 
Post Cards 

1925. 

2,204,060 
510,150 

48,400 

923,!)73 
100,732 

510,44ti 
6,371 

4,303,732 

Registered Letters for delivery in Kingston­
Local 
Foreign 
Official 

Registered Letters for delivery in t h · country­
Local 
Foreign 

Registered Letters for despatch­
Oversea 

At District Post Offices­
Ordinary Lct ~crs 
Post Cards 
&gisteted U.)tters 

1926. 

2,575,350 
625,24.0 
58,620 

94 l ,8.5[) 
110,914 

490 ,832 
7,392 

- ---
4·,810,203 

------

1925. 1926. 

3,080,400 3,979,.500 
5fi5,000 60!1,400 

70,70( 80,0)0 

2,280,500 2,5.J:7,G63 
S5,800 8 ,08(J 

92.5,400 1,314,200 
5,500 6,3-10 

- - - -- -----
7,009,300 8,6 !3,103 

- - --
1925. 1926. 

117,890 118,9CO 
49,990 48,760 
57,114 57,919 

160,970 158,786 
94,670 94,380 

90,606 101,067 

2,070,159 2,396,779 
121,225 J 23,137 
185,302 401,268 

2,947,926 3,50 1,0.56 

http:3,501,0.56
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16. The increase in the number of registered articles over those of the year 1925 is 553,130. This 
increase is no doubt due in some measure to the advice consistently given to the public to register 
letters containing value. The registf:'red envelopeR sold by the Department should always be used for 
registered .letters. 

17. The aggregate increase in ordinary letters and Post Cards is 2,110,274 as compared with the 
1925 figure. 

18. It is gratifying to be able to record that there has boon no enquiry for a registered article which 
could not be satisfactorily accounted for . There have been very few representations that letters, 
containing value and posted without registration, had not been received. 

19. The number of letters entrusted to Letter Carriers in Kingston for delivery is estimated at 
1,660,438. A goodly number of these we1e returned to the Post Offi · cgnsequence of "insufficient" 
and "incorrect" addresses. It would expeditf\ delivery considerably if greater care were taken to ddrcss 
letters not only to the conect street and number but also to the correct Post Office . 

20. The delivery of letters is undertaken as far north as Cmn.perdown on the Constant Spring 
Road-East, Matilda's Corner on the Hope, then West-Molynes and Ly 1.clhurst Roads, this includes 
deliveries from the Kingston, Cross Roads and Halfway Tree Post Offices and mail matter should b~ 
clearly addressed t o the Post Office from which it is desired that delivery should be effected. 

21. With the continued expansion of lower St. Andrew and Eastern Kingston, there is a constant 
demand for an extension of street deliveries and this can only be met by the e.11ployment of more 
Letter Carriers on Bicycles and the provision of increased accommodation at t he Po t Offices concerned. 

22. There has been a slight increase in the number of Insured letters received as disclosed in the 
following return. This system is not local. 

Year. 

1925 
1926 

No. 
Received. 

58 
60 

Declared 
Value. 

£ 8. d. 
900 0 0 

1,655 4 0 

No. Declared 
Despatched. Value. 

£ s. d. 
69 927 10 0 
67 841 0 1 

RET URN LETTER BRANCH. 
23. Hereunder are the particulars of mail matter which passed through the Returned Lettar 

Branch. 
24. Although the percentage of mail matter returned is small this could be further reclu l ed If 

care \\·ere taken to address mail matter correctly before posting. 

Lettera returned to United Kingdom 
do do Other Countries 

Letters destroyed being illegible or anonymous, not 
having been found . . 

Newspapers 1eturned to publishers 
Letters returned to writers in the Island 

Paid. Unpaid. 

5,657 
11,519 

29,381 
200 

57,1(30 

123 
154 

20,471 

18,619 

25. The number of le.tters, etc., registered and unr0gistered found to contain value and duly 
returned was 7,485, and the t otal value of the contents £1,999 17s. O!d. 

MAIL CONVEY ANCE-0CEAN. 

26. The return hereunder shows the number of Outward and Inward mails to and from countries 
abroad during the year. 

I 
OUTWARD~. I INWARDS. 

1--------------~-------~----
1925. 1926. 1925. 1926. 

1- ---.- - - -·1--- -.---- ---- -----1---------

Vessels. Mails. Vessels. Mail~. Vessels. Mails. Vessek Mails. 

---,--------------1-------1------1------~ 1----1----1------- ---

Kingston-
N on-contract 

Outports-
N on-contract 

537 1,642 495 1,639 

45 

873 2,650 

91' d 

615 2,862 

172 .. , . . 52 .. 

1--s;-~4- 495 - l ,(i.84 ,:- -8-73- -2,-7-46-:--6-li---15- 3,034-

27. The eost of mn.il conveyance n.hrfmd was £4,067 and thP service was rendered principally 
by the Steamers of the following lines:-

United Fruit Company, Elders and Fyffes, Ltd ., The Atlantic Fruit Company, Ltd. and the 
Canadian Govemment Merchant Marine. 
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MAIL CONVlllY ANCJ!l- INLAND. 
28 . The following Mule V an Service~ were discontinued as from 31st December, 1926 -

Williamsfield and Cross Keys via Mancleville and Newport; 
Williamsfield and Sav-la-Mar, Balaclava and Malvern via eanta Cruz; 
Jackson Town and Ulster Spring. Motor Mail and Passenger Services were substituted in 

all cases except Jackson Town and Ulster Spring. Opportunity was taken to serve Ulst •r Sprino· from 
Balaclava and thus provide an expeditious mail service and a passenger couveyn.nce from t he 
Balaclava Railway Station at a reasonable rate-4d. a mile. 

29. These improved mephods in mail conveyance have been brought about at a very slight 
increase of cost and have been very much appreciated. 

30. 11 the main routes of the Postal Service are now traversed by Motor Conveyances. This 
is an achievement which must be regarded wit h considerable satisfaction. 

3 l . The cost of t he Island Mail Conveyance Wail £22,415 as c mpared wi th £23,804 in 1925. 

MoNEY ORDERs. 
32. A summary of the figures for the past yen.r shows that Jamaica issued 1,956 Orders for £-±,816, 

and the issues against the Colony were 22,684 for .£63,928. The figures for the year 1925 were­
Issues, 1,665 for £6,090, and Payments 16,692 for £50,140. There has been a substantial increase in 
payments, viz., £ 13,788. 

33. An analysis of the transactions with the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
in eomparison with the years 1925 and 1926 is given hereunder:-

United Kingdom. 

Jamaica Issue. Payable in Jamaica. 
----- - - --

Year. No. Amount. No. Amount. 

1925 591 £4,308 5 2 444 £1,570 10 0 
1926 596 2,502 4 7 468 1,613 11 6 

United States of America. 

1925 994 £ 1,333 13 1 15,223 44,81ll 10 3 
1926 1,279 1,856 3 9 21,092 58,060 5 5 

34. It will be not iced that the transactions with the United States of America are steadily 
increasing; this is due in the case of Issues to mcreas3d importations thro ugh the Parcels Post and 
in the case of payments to the number of Jamaicans now resident in that country, and who use the 
Money Order Sy·stem for making remittances to their families and friends. 

POSTAL ORDERS. 
35. The following Statement shows the number of each denomination of Postal Orders issued for 

sale during the last two years. 

---~--- 1925. /_ __ _19_2_6·---. 

I _:j Denomina- 1 Denomina 
tion. No. Face Value. Commission. I tion. - No. Face Value. Commission. 

£ f!. d - - - - £-~d. - -£;d.j--:£;.d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
0 0 6 16,525 413 2 6 1 68 17 1 I 0 0 6 11,585 289 12 6 48 5 5 
0 1 0 28,775 1,438 15 0 119 17 11 0 1 0 ., 29,920 1,496 0 0 124 13 4 
0 1 6 18,980 1,423 10 0 79 1 8 0 1 6 21 ,440 1,608 0 0 89 6 8 
0 2 0 34,030 3,403 0 0 141 15 10 0 2 0 11 36,445 3,644 10 0 151 17 1 
0 2 6 22,740 2,842 10 0 94 15 0 0 2 6 25,195 3,149 7 6 104 19 7 
o 3 o 23,090 3,463 10 o 144 6 3. o s o I 25,120 3,768 o o 157 o o 
0 3 6 9,650 1,688 15 0 60 6 3 I 0 3 6 I 11,950 2,091 5 0 74 13 9 
0 4 0 21,765 !I 4,353 0 0 136 0 7~1 0 4 0 I 25,545 5,109 0 000 I 159 13 It 
0 4 6 8,235 1,852 17 6 51 9 4~: 0 4 6 10,800 2,430 0 67 10 0 
0 5 0 21,925 5,481 5 0 137 0 7t 0 5 0 I 20,905 5,226 5 130 13 1! 
0 7 6 4,185 1,569 7 6 34 17 6 0 7 6 ' 5,050 1,893 15 0 42 1 8 
0 8 0 8,585 3,434o 0 0 89 8 62 0 8 0 I 10,450 L1,180 0 0 108 17 1 
0 10 0 16,010 8,005 0 0 166 15 5 0 10 0 l 18,170 9,085 0 0 189 1S 1S 
1 0 0 1 8,405 8,405 0 0 157 11 10~~ 1 0 0 I 9,310 9,310 0 0 174 11 3 

____________ _ ___ ___ ____ ! _ _____ ___ \ _ __ _ 
Total .. 242,900 f 47,773 12 6 1,482 3 lli~ Tota-l . ·1261,885 I 53,280 15 0 [1,623 7 6 
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36. The number and face value of Pu::rtal Orders actually sold during the ye::tr were:-

No. Amoun t . 

1925 243,999 £48,328 18 0 
192G . . 259,535 52,963 11 0 

There hus been an apprecia ble increase in the sa.les in CO!llparison wit h the previous year. 

37. The Commissions which have been duly brought to account as revenue, werc:-
Local Commission on Orders above 2/6 £222 3 1 
Allowance of the London Post Office at the rate of £1 on every 

1,000 Orders sold and paid 473 12 2 

£695 15 3 
an increase of £42 over the previous year 's Commissions. 

38. The v alue of Postal Orders paid at the General Post Office, 
Offices and Parochial Treasuries were as under:-

At t he General Post Office, Kingston 
At District Post Offices and Parochial Treasuries 

Kingston and at District Post 

£24,687 10 5 
1G,275 10 1 

£40,963 0 G 
An increase of£2,908 on the figures for 1925. Postal Orders arc no longer cashed at the Treasury, 
Kingston, but at the General P L st Office. 

39. The advice s) often given is again tendered to retain the C 1unter£oil of the Postal Order, 
fill in t he name of the person for whom it is intended and the name of the office at wh ic h payment is 
desired before parting with the order . 

PARCELS Posl'. 

40. Since the 1st of May, 1926, patcels weighing up to 22 lbs. may be e.·changed with Great 
Britain and fo ur of the West Indian Islands, viz ., Trinidad, Antigua, Grenada a.nd St. Vincent 

41. It may be of interest to note that of the ()2,511 p::tr cels received from the United Kingdom, 
1,815 weighed over lllbB. Despite the fact that there is now the possibility of comb ining two 
parcels which separately weigh over lllb., the previous maximum, the number of parcels received 
from the United Kingdom during the year exceeded the nwnber of the previous year by 3,309. 

42. Importations and exportations through the Parcels Post Branch are still on the increase . 
The following figures relate to parcels received during the year under review as compared with the 
previous year:-

Year. No. Declared Value. Duty Assessed. 

1925 155,278 £249,754 £40,268 2 5 
1926 157,483 269,392 42,216 11 8 

As will be seen, there is an increase of 2,205 in the number of parcels and £19,638 in the Declared 
Value. The postage accruing to t he Colony on these parcels was £5,920 18s. 3d. or £148 more than 
in the previous year. 

43. The number .and value of parcels despatched from the Island were as fo llows:-
Year. No. Declared Value. 

~ ~~ £~~ 
1926 33,048 22,136 

This gives an increase of 458 in the number of parcels and £1,474 in the Declared Value. 

44. Postage to the extent of £1,837 13s. 3d. was paid on these parcels as against £1,609 4s. lld. 
in 1925, or an increase of £228 Ss. 4d. The transactions with the principal countries are shown in 
the following return:-

Received. 

Country. No. of Parceis. 

United Kingdom 62,511 
United States of America 84,522 
Dominion of Canada 4,428 

Declared Value. 

£170,165 
85,561 

9,864 

Despatched. 

No. of Parcels. 

8,359 
17,325 

1,6I7 

Declared Value. 

£12,000 
4,427 

580 

45. A fair amount of business is clone with Colon aml the Canal Zone as will be gathered from 
the fact that 5,049 parcels valued at £2,942 were received, and 1,437 parcels valued at £505 were 
despatched during the year. 

46. The number of packets received by Let ter Post and detained for Customs examination was 
18,712. On these, Import Duty amounting to £1,261 was collected. 

47. A large number of parcels with their values declared below cost still continue to be sent to t his 
Is~and, despite the advice proffered in my las1; Report. During the year 1,397 such parcels wer~ 
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detninccl; of Lhesc, 22 were se ized by the Customs Authorities, a nd 1,:375 were released nfter the 
imposition of fin s amounting to £276 13s. 5cl. These results a rc att ributable to the care and 
vigilance exercised by the Officers of the Pa.rccls Post Branch. 

48. The transactions in connection wi th "C.O.D." and Insured Parcels received, also show a 
marked 'increase as compared with the previous year. 

The following arc the figures:-

Year. 

1925 
1926 

1925 
1926 

Insured Parcels 
R"ceived. 

No. 

5,687 
5,726 

276 
399 

Amoun t. 

£24,955 2 10 
29,436 12 5 

Despatched. 

£3,620 7 10 
2,508 11 10 

No. 

15,886 
17,039 

Cash on Delivery Parcels 
Received. 

Trade Charges. Fees. 

£27,348 19 6 
31,313 0 4 

£356 11 6 

Despatched. 

N ii 

49. The Department again experienced a g reat clcaJ of t t·ouble, and had to conc!L1ct a large 
amount of unnecessary corrcspondenC'C', owing t o the fact that, importers of "Cash n Del ivery" 
parcels will not comply with t he condit im s which arn elenrly stated in t he printed notice sent to each 
importer of a parcel under t his Syst em. Such a parcel can only be retained at Ileac! Office for 15 
days from the elate of arrival, after wh ·eh, if unclaimed, it is for th with r tu m eel to the Office of 
Origin. This fact is emphasized b cause , crtain fi rms abroad represent that C.O.D. parcels are 
retained for a longer period befor being rC't urned. Again, imporkrs by this sy tern often remit a 
portion of t he amount called fo r hy the notice and either ask that the parcel be for warded when the 
balance will be paid at their local Post Office or that further t ime be given to remit the balance. 

50. I desire to take this opportun ity agnin to impress upon a ll , especially upon those who are 
regular importers of parcels under th ir< sy:-;tt' m, that none of the above requests can be granted, and 
that t he conditions which arc clearly stated in t he printed notice must be st rictly a lherecl to. I 
trust that I shall in future receive their co-operation, and that they will strictly comply with t he 
conditions laid down and so obviate unnecessary delay and correspondence . 

Lo cAL PARCELs. 

51. The number of local pare Is posted during the year exceeded by 1,184 the number of the 
preceding year. T he foll owing are the acLual figures :-

Year. No. of 

1924 
1925 
1926 

Par d !:O for Kingston 
Delivery. 

20,371 
21 ,757 
22,188 

Total 1926 145,200 
1925 144,016 

----
Increase: 1,184 

TELEGRAPHS. 

No. of Parcels for Country 
Delivery. 

118,438 
122,259 
123,012 

52. The number of Telegraph and Telephone Offices in existence at the end of the year under 
review remains the same as the previous year ; viz. : 143. T he Telephone Office at Browns Hall was 
closed on the 25th of May, and a similar office was opened at Pembroke Hall on the 11th of 
November. The total number of offices is divided as follows:-

Telegraph 61 
Telephone 58 
P hantophone 24 

143 

In addition to the above there are 39 Rnilway Stations at which messages are accepted. 
53. T he number of ordinary telegrams sent during the year was 315,549 as against 312.084 t he 

previous year, an incrcn,se of 3,465, T he revenue which accrued to the Department from t his source 
was £ 18,007 as against £17,892 for 1925 an increase of £115. 

54; During the year 29,544 Official Telegrams were despatched as c0mpared with 22,984 in the 
previous year. 

55. T he possibility of n, reduced week-end rate for telegrams and a special rate for Christmas and 
New Year messages was considered, but it has not been found practicable to introduce these 
concessione. -
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56. In addition to the transmission of O.H.M.S. and ordinary telegrams, the following services 
were performed.-

(a) The issue of Weather reports during the hurricane season. On the receipt of each such 
report 50 warnings are sent out in Kingston and circulated to 143 District Offices 
who in 1 urn iss l!e approximately 600 notices. 

(b) During the Winter months temperature readings were supplie l for transmission abroad for 
reproduction in the newspapers. 

(c) The issw~ of cricket news during the recent visit of the English Cricket Team to all of t he 
District Offices for t he information of the public. Usually two bulletins were issued 
each day, but on some days a third was issued. 

57. Whilst we suffered t he usual il tevitable line interruptions during t he year, I am pleased to be 
able to report that none of them was of a serious nature, and did not, as far as I am awar , cause 
any great inconvenience to t he public. 

58. During the year t his Depar tment collected on behalf of the two local Cable Companies the 
following amounts:-

Direct West India Cable Co. £2,914 17 7 
Vest India and Panama Telegraph Co. 760 10 3 

Again, I have to acknowledge the courtesies extended to this Department by the Superintendents 
of both of t hese Companies . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

59. A comprehensive Post Office Guide is issued annually by the Department and sold in 
Kingston and the principal Post Offices in the Country at 3d. per copy. A copy should be in every 
office and in every home which uses t he post to any extent, since a perusal of the information supplied 
and compliance therewith would help considerably in the handling of mail matter through the post. 
"Registered letters containing value" " Prepay mail matter fully" advice given on the cover of the 
Guide, is worthy of repetition here. 

60. From the 24th March, 1926, magazines printed and published in Jamaica at intervals of not 
less than 30 clays were authorised to go through the inland post at !d. each, regardless of t he weight, 
and provided that the Publishers duly registered the magazine at t he General Post Office. 

Gl. During the year seven Branches of the Government Savings Bank were opened at Post 
Offices as follows:-

Carron Hall, St. Cathel'ine, 27th October, 192G. 
D ry Harbour, St. Ann, 1st November, 1926. 
Grange Hill, Westmoreland, 22nd November, 1926. 
Pear Tree Grove, St. Catherine, 29th April, 192(). 
Retreat, St. Mary, 29th October, 1926. 
Seaforth, St. Thomas, 19th April, 1926. 
\'i' illiamsfield, Manchester, 14th May, 1926. 

'l'his brings the total number of Branches now )Jeing operated by the Post Office Department to 
seventy-five; indeed, t here arc no branches of the Government Savings Bank (outside Kingston) now 
eonclucted in buildings other t han Post Offices. 

62, A number of the buildings in which Post Offices are conducted throughout the Colony are 
not what might be regarded as very desirable, but for varioUB reasons the Department must cont inue 
to conduct its business in t hese buildings and live in t he expectation that the finances of the Colony 
will permit a.t an early date of a building programme for Post Offices. 

o3. In August, 1926, a street Collecting Letter Box was erected at the corner of Hope Road and 
Trafalgar Road. 

64. 1 am pleaseJ to place on record that the Staff of all Branches of the Dep9rtment showed 
devotion to their duties during the year. 

rrhe Honourable 
The Colonial Secretar , 

Kingston . 

I ba.ye the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yom obedient servaHt, 

(Sgd.) R. H. FLETCHER, 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

http:Kingst.on

