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Colonial Secre~ary's Offi«, IIth July. 1919. 

THE ACTING GOV&R.NOR directs tbe publication. for gcner~t information, of tht- fvllowing 
Aonual Report on the GeoeraJ Post Office for they~ ended ]1St ~b.tch, 1919+ 

By command, 
D. H. HALL, 

Acting Coloniut Scc.relary. 

NoTE-rl'lle JlppmulictJJ /t.rr tiiU Report ar~ 1toi P';nl4'tl m the (lazelt~$ufJ7llrm._,,, lml t)Jt compltlfl 
/ZepQr! 1DiU aJ)poor in exlt'lt80 ,·, tlttl /)t'IHJtltilf'riUtl 11 tJlumts n# tUJlWI , 

Po.~l O{}ice tmd 7 drKrnplt Rcpm·t ffN" I h.- yr11r rmfrd Jl.fl Morcll , 19/Q. 

Sir. 
General Post Office. Jarnaica, 30th June, 1919. 

I bave the honour to submit the following report upon tbe P0$1al and Telel:"r~ph Ocp;~rtmen 
for the financial )'t<\J ended 31st .\larch, 1919, bc:mtttbc:: fifty·first repc>rt of its tKi,tcnce. 

R£V£NUE ,GO.\IPAR£0 WITH ESTt."ATES. 
£ •. d. 

)0.409 IS IOJ Poatol 

Telel(rOI)h• 

Revistd Bstim:uea are :­
Pootal 

Teleltf'lplu 

10,241 7 10! 

6o,65 1 3 8! 

49.750 0 0 

s.sso 0 0 

sS.JOO o o 
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2. It will l>e observed that my revistd Est imates nre £2,3SI short of the actual rcceiprs. The 
War Tax was :tgain i n foJce and i f its estimate of receipt;; is deducted from the ac tual receipts. 
a nd lhc tJiffcn.mcc com t)arcd with the coHcctivnS- for 1915·16 which do not i nclude. a \Var iax, 
an exce$$ of £4,5~8 is. shown, thi$ illu~trolles the re\;V:.tl of revenue due without doubt to tile ces­
sation or hOSiilit·ies sinct.• lllh N('vember, 1<)18. 

3· I lurlllsh hereunder, a return of the. collections utldeJ' the \tttrious h('ads for the year under 
report o.nd alongside o( it is show·o tbe similnt• colk:ctio r\S fo t• the two years Jlrcc..-ding :-

Postage 
Commission on Moriey Order 
Local co\n. on British Posta l Ordt,:rs 
Miscella neou!' 
Telegraph 

JQJC).J7. 

£ • . d . 
47f t27 lZ 9! 

33' 17 10 
863 '3 s~ 

tt~t ~ : 
58,411 12 7j 

19 17-18. 

£ •. d. 
44.517 •7 st 

288 ' 5 11 
789 2 ot 

2,870 S$ T~ 
8,811 7 

57.271 9 7~ 

£ s. d. 
46,248 7 l ! 

257 7 3 
817 ,, 10 

3.o86 s 8 
10,241 7 JOt 

6o,65r 3 8f 

4. The .. Postage'' AccQunt shows recovery and is <lnly £879 below 111at (or 1916- L;, t.ht com­
mission on \ loney 01·dcr$ contlnues to decrc:1se h u1 tht:re i~> a sli~bt improvemc:nl in Lhe cout­
missi<)n o n British Postal Ordert. when the~te arc conq)<Hcd wilh the sirnila.r collecliou tor f9J7·1S. 

5· The receipls or .t:10,241 c t·edited to 'Tcle~r::tphs' ' c~t;} blishes a reco,·d for lhe co llection$ or 
that brilnch of l he-Det.~artmen l and is c ne or which lhc DcparllllClH ~n justly feel I>I'Oud. T he 
best indication of tbe Colony's indu$rria l rC\'iVa l is reflected in 1hiS satisfactOI')' returJl Q( the 
Telegra pb Revenue. ln addition, atC~JUnt has to be t:::~k£:11 of the- r<:l'll received rot private t('le­
phone Unes operated under Law tO of t&JJ et<.:., I he annu~tl collcclion is l)Ow £523 t s. 6d .. I be 
principa l lessees bc.ing t he United Frui1 Co .. anti 1hc AUanlic Co 

6. T ht: miscella neou~ r.::ceipts show np increase of .£216 :tnd is due 10 the Incre-ased col\ec­
t ions on account of ·" Par:;scngcn; r a rc:s" on the northsidc, 1hc collect io ns a re £650 as aga inst 
£409 for 1917-18. 

7. The cnc irc: collect ions exreea tl10se or 1he pr\"<:~ding y(!.ar by f $.374 a nd iF£8,000 the 
estima t·ed yield of tlte w(lr taxi$ el iminau~(,l, a nd comparl$on m~<l(!' wi th th~ collecLi()oS for th e­
year <1Qt3-1 9 l4 immediawly pTeC'o>ding 1he nutbre~k "' •he Gre,1t \Vn r, an c~ce.ss of t774 iS thf' 
re$u1t , t hus ill u$trat iog the rapid recove•·y of Post.nl Revenue receipts. 

RtrrROSPEcr. 

8. The foUowing COI\lJ,:ll'at ive HeLuru. $1>t'tad iag over lWc.uly yc.ars iiluslrales the fin:Hu:;ial 
g ro wth of the Dcpartnlent, the collccLiOlls for Lhe yeat untlf'l' ··~view being a record one :t nd is 
i;32,000 in excess or 1hat 20 y.:ans aJ:'v. 

•898-99· 19<)8-0C). 19111-1\). 

£ •• (1. £ '· u- £ • d . 
Postage 21,439 0 0 32,210 0 0 46 ,248 0 0 
CommiSsion o n Money Ordets 3\)2 0 0 654 0 0 2)7 0 0 
Comm ission on Posta l Orders 594 0 0 742 0 0 8t8 0 0 
T ole8 •·oph 6,10 1 0 0 6,220 0 0 10,:242 0 0 
Miscellaneous 126 0 0 969 0 0 3,086 0 0 

23.652 0 0 40,795 0 0 6o,6)T 0 0 ------
l""PENDITlJRE COM"PARI1.0 WITH EsTtllfAT ES. 

9. The expenditure of 1hc Dc.parh ncn l :t nd 1hc tlpftrO)Wiation by I he Lc~islaiUI'C i$ given 
hereunder :-

l!:xpendi1ure. Es1inuue-. 

~ s. , ). £ •• d . 
Personal EmoJuments 24.627 4 2 25.398 8 10 
~hit Conveyance r8.3!)o 18 6 •9.314 4 4 
Serv ices 7.020 11 Si 6,307 8 () 

Telegr a ph Maiu lenancc by Depal'lmeut 488 I ) 4 425 0 t 
--- --
50,527 9 8i 51.445 2 

Telegraph Line Construction Public "'ork!t Department 21 r 2, 1j8 10 0 Telegr::q>h L ine Maintenance Public \Vorks Dep~rtmeul r,844 8 -----
521392 r8 ro~ 53,583 ll 2 
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to • ..-f h e saving therl!.fore on Lhe admlnislra.tion js £r,r<)O 12s. 3!d. 

(;OMPARATIV& EJ<l'SNOlTURE. 

Personal l!molunlcnrs: 
Mail Conveya nces 
Other Charges 
T elegraph Maintenance by Departm~n1 

1916-17· 1917·18. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
24·798 5 6! 24,205 15 10~ 
17,378 2 7~ 17.530 TO 3t 
6.234 6 Sl 6,061 6 81 

317 17 11 477 16 9 

48.728 l2 91 48,275 9 7~ 
~ni nlenanec or Tolc~tiJJ1h Line hy Public Works 

Tit;pjrlment 2,247 7 10 
ConSintCLion orrcl~graph lin~by P. \•V> Departme nt 240 3 6 

2,367 4 It 
3 9 0 

429 

1918-19-

c s. d. 
24,627 4 2 
18,390 t8 6 
7,020 11 Si 

488 15 4 

50,527 9 St 
1,844 8 1 

21 I 1 

53.392 r8 H>l 

11. T berc is an incrca,sc of £:1,746 15s. 4}rl on comp~1rhoon \Vith the yeat l917·I8, the prin­
cipal cause of increase is to uc found in Inland )~fail Co!•vcyance and llte cost of twiltc and is 
due to •he reason g iven at p:.tragraph 37· 

RETROSPECT OF EXPENDITURE. 

12. The experJditurc of the isJand Ol\ account of its postal 
hCrc:nnder in periods o l ~en years beginning wich l898-99. 

rSgS-w. 

nnd te legraph setvlcc is shewo 

1908-og. 

£ 
!6,663 
5.539 

934 
u,o96 

1918-19. 

Personal Bmolumcnts 
Services 
~faintcnrmce of Telegraph Lines 
'Mail Conveyance 

£ 
14,879 
6,721 
1,3JI 

15,730 

POST A:L MISCELLAI'I£0US. 

34,232 

£ 
24,627 

7,02 [ 
2,354 

r8,391 

52,J9.i 

13. Mfscdl(lnCous items of reveLlUe totalling .£3,o86 ss. $d. are as under:-

Rent o f Private Letter Boxes 
Do do Bags 

Fines ... 
Delivery Vees on C. Q, 0. Parcels 
l'ublio call Telepbones 
Smplus Cash 
Miscellaneous • 
Value found jo Unclaimed Dead Letter!; 
l>assengcrs Fares collected 
O.iscount on Stamps purchased 
VVar Tax on l_.arcds from abroad 
Money Order Settlement, difference io Exchange 

.); s. d. 
167 4 0 
42 3 6 
rr r 8 
20 9 rot 

5 7 3 
2 17 8t 
0 0 4 
9 12 4 

650 3 [{ 
0 6 0 

539 5 3 
1.637 13 to 

3,o86 5 8 

14. The Hem "P:lssenger Fares Collected" t;hOws :10 incre nse of £241 oYer Lhe sin1Har col 
Jectlons ior lasc ye.ar. .£650 3s. nd. reprcst:.nt lh ~ P~1ssenger Fares collected on I be LUa il route 
Ew;;uton to Monccgo Bay, and gives a fa ir idCO'l, I submit, of Lhe appreciation of a co1nbin~d mail 
and passengerconvey::~nce be1wec1l the lwor points. 

15 Quinine, [mpressed and ]udldal Stamps to the value stated hereunder w;:as sold in King­
ston uod :Jt tbe several District Post Offic<!s. 

Quinine 
I m pressed St;Unps, etc. 
Judicial S tamps 

Cs34 19 ~~ 
920 19 .... 

2,571 13 3 

r6. Tb.crt was an increase of £197 in the ~"le of Quinlne QS compared wilh lhe )'Car r9r7-18 
ttnd is d ue cn Lircly tov the influenza e)lide_t\\iC ln October and November t918. 
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DISTRicr Po;T 0FFIC&S. 
17. One new D i1uric:t l)os t Office wa.s estublisheC'J on 18th July, 1918, at Grange Lane in the 

p;;nish of St. Catherine whlch brine'' the total up to aoz. 
18. The following P<,sl Offices were temporarily closed and rc-ope.ned as per the dates 

set out :--
Closed. R•-<>P<ned. 

1\ldenon in pariah of St. 1\nn 4th April. 1918. 61h April, 1918. 
Alligator Pond tn oarish of Manchester 8ch Nov. 1918. 181b Nov .• 1918. 
Alston in parish of Clarcndon IJth Nov .• 1918. 1\h January, 1919. 
Maggouy in puioh or St. Eliuhelb 20Ch October, t918. t8th Nov., t9t8. 
19. Tbe usual intpec1ion of District Post Offices was carried out during the year whh sati•­

r::u::tory re&U]ts. 
20. A hou.ie to hou1e delivery of correspondence by Letter CarrieTS wa.s i•taugurated in 

Montego.Bay on 8th Moy, 1918. · 
A street collecting l ~ettor Box was erected on the Molynes Road, St. Andrew o n 25th April, 

1918. 
CIRCULATION OF CORRilSPONDllNCE. 

21. 1"bc followinK •t lurn 'i5 an analySis ol the eJtinHUc:d pieces o f 'nait mauer which have 
pnned ihrough Lbe Kini(IIOII and Di,trict Post Officc:s:-N'o estimate is taken of second c lass 
mail 1natter, that it, neWI1):l,H:r, etc., and these art- therefore not included in the return. 

22. Tht:rC' is an incrt:••c in the estimated total number of the inwa'd correspondence and a 
slight falling otf in the outward. the fOnnu I auributt tO the c:nntinued migraaion of 111 ciUKa 
of the ihbabitants 10 Cuha and the- United States of America. a-5 wen as to the home writing ol 
the members of 1he Jam:aica \Var Contingent. 

23. Foreig,_n rt-ci~tered leuers for delivery in King1ton and country have increased nearly 
11.000, and is aut to the simtlar ruson giveq above. th~ ttreatcst increase being J)efCf'ptable from 
Cuba. 5ince th.ere if, no Money Order Exc.hange in ex-istence yet between tbat Republic and this 
Colony. 

24. There is n contidtravle reduc-tion in the number of letters alleged mlssing throu~b the 
post, and lam proud to rc!cord thnt a lar;ce perctntage of th<:!$<: arc tr:'lced. r tUll also glad to 
s tntc t hnt lhe: J)Ublic :trc O.l llutt :•ct;ng on the o ft·rt()erHerl advice g iven to retain the counlerfoil 
of a Post;a:l 01·der sent t lu ough the post and to fill in the name of the L"ay~e and Otncc of pay­
H\t!UL in the Po!i.tal Ordl.'r. Many l'ostaJ Orders h:we been traced as a result or tht: senders 
beiul!! ;1ble 10 furnish me witl.l the numbtr. 

• OUlw:l.tds. lnw:t.rds. 

1916-17- 1917-18. 

Inland M•ils-
Ordinary I~utrs-

3,oo8,054 Public 2.469.465 Z-444,771 2,110,16o 2,949,074 2.918,043 
Official 314.556 3o8,265 307.501 )72,529 379.<179 368.582 
l'ost Cards 28o,452 8o.648 105,500 272.35b 71,812 6<),658 

By vessels, noc c:onLract-
U.K. and United States 

of Amerfca-
Ordinary LtH el't 649,176 643.893 b$9.675 1,200,057 I. 191,C)6o t,346,382 
PosrOarJs 54.534 J8,740 30,026 45.400 44-967 53,t8o 

Other CounlriC$-
Ordinat\' LeurrJ 349,066 362,531 3')5.986 2<}2,036 396.000 472,383 
Post Cards 2,)4) 2,2J6 l,OII 3.8oo 4-68o ),I M 

lltgisttred Lctten, ovtf'IU • • • • • • 
Tot :a I 4.119,592 j,8Qo,o84 J,6to,g59 5,19),402 5.097.452 5,231.396 

Regilitered letters tor deltvery in Kingston-
t916-17 1917-18. 1918-19-

! Local • . . . •. 66,702 62,519 64, t65 
Forcis:cn .. .. .. 24.364 23,700 25,045 
Officio! . . . . . . 33.020 33.003 30,9<)6 

llegistered lelters for delivery in rh~ country-
• J...oca1 • • • .. 21,257 24.004 25.819 

~ Foreign . • • . 51,620 51,376 00.739 
Registered letters for dtsp:nch-

23,518 40,86) 37.428 Ove-rsea . • . . 
At DisJ rict Post Offices-

1916-17· t917-J8. 1918·19-

Ordintuy lenet1 1,()10.449 2:.o66.181 1,286,620 
Post Cards 357,162 93,057 75.859 
Registered lctten 107,009 502,99() 103.000 

2,134,620 2,662,234 1,465.479 
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25. A ret rn o( Lht Insured Letters received a nd clettpntchcd is given in conql:.trilon with 
1 he 1 wo preceding years. 

26. The System a s Is t5"hewn in the re wrn does not :appear 10 6ntl favour with lhC' l,Ublic. 
Received. Desp:ttehcd . 

Year. No. Declared Value. No. Declared Value. 

£ .. d. .. • d. 
1916-17 28 JIS IJ 3 
1217· 111 IJ 443 IS 0 27 AIJ 11 to 
1918-19 10 7S2 17 6 ll 126 14 7 

RI!TU~N LliTT&~ BRAto:CII. 
27. Below i$ the usual return or lcii.C.t"$, e tc, pnsinSt through the Dead J~uer Office. 

Paid. Un1>2id. 

rJetters returned to Unit ed Kingdom 
" 

11 O ther Countries 
" " Writers in the (slaud 

Letters destroyed be in" illegible or anonymous, writCrl\ not 
having been round 171922 

News-papert returned to pubJiihers , . 234 
28. The above return show& 1 &ubmil th:l.t the staff in this Oranch is kept buii:) h;ancllin;: thh• 

class of mail maue.r,-tbe leuers returned to writc:t"$ in 1he lsl:and are less than l;a~ot yt:.lr, but 
there can still be a reduction if 2s ( said in my last Annual Report. care i.$ cxc:rciaed by the 
posters in addressing a leuer before posting it. The frequency with which obvif'lus ctf"'ri are 
observed by the Post Office Staff and corrected ma_kes me think that the idea i!iJ to JtCI the fen er 
in the poitbox an)' how and 1he Post Office wi11 do the rest. 

29. Such an address as james Brown ".FernleiM;b,'' $ 1. Andrtw. is insufficiutt, 3~ a poll office 
for delivery is not nam ed, and it lcttvtti tbe Post Office employe, so.netifnes a new h31V'I, to g uess 
what P.O. ill SL Andrew il should b e sent to,- frequcnt ly such a Jetter doe-& not ~et dclivcn.-,1 

30. 1 again entreat correspondents to ghrc th e fullest address possible 0 11 a ll pi~cc& ur mai l 
m alter sent t hrough the I>08t :1ncl by l bis Jneans bell) lhe Sorci11 g Clerk and expedile the delivery 
of the mis.sive. 

MAIL CONV6YANCB- OCllAN. 
31. The number of maila e;tcha nged and the numberot v~ssels which conveyed these m:~i ls 

a re shown in the: rollowin'i retul'n. 

---
Ou1w1.rds. Jnwards. 

1916·17. 1917- 18. 1 1918·19· 1916-17· 1917·18 1 1918· 19. 
~---

,; .,; ,; .iJ ,; .iJ -.; .; -.; ~ 
;; 

.!<! " .iJ i i. " .. 
~ 

] ~ M w M 

~ M w :.3 t1 ·~ w ·;; ~ ·;; "' ~ ~ " " .. 
~ > ... > ::0 > ~ > :::: > ;;; 

.. JJ88 ··:~ 13~9 
- ·--

KbtKslou-
~50 Non'<.ontract f.til8 1,479 4l6 1.436 427 1,574 345 1,18 

Outp.twls-
Non.-c-ontract 

···~ 
.. . . .. 

1,718 fSO 1.479 ,426 , 1.436 427 l.l05 1349 1,574 345 1,28J 

Jl. The frequency with which mail~ were e.xch:mged abro:td before the out bleak or w:1 r, has 
not yet been restored as shipping facilitie~ have not considerably Improved s ince I he resa:~ tion 
of hostilities. 

33· Two mails Orl1y were i ntransit through t his Colony d uring the year. 
34· The Mail Exchange with the f'Utside wol'l d was uuint ai ned by such steamcrt~ o f the 

United Fruit Co., Elden & Fyffc, the Atlant-ic Fruit Co. and the l'brri$00 Line as were avail~ 
able. The faster hoat1 of the Uni ted Fruit Co. having been withdrawn. nt sevcr;al periods 
during the year, the m ;ails from America were 7 and 8 days intranstt.-conditionl llfC. gradually 
improving as tb~e: boat~. are released and resumint: their ortginal dme.·tablc. 

3S· I am glad to be able eo record that not aay maila were lost for Jamaica as a result of 
enemy action during the period to lllh November, 1918, when the Armistice was si~t:ncd. 

36. The cost to the Colony for its ocean Mail Ser,,ice is as follows:-

Ship Letter Graluities 
Sea & Territorial Transit Ratc5 paid to other cou•ltriu 

£ •. d. 
2,4.3) 8 69 
l,J59 2 

J,774 11 3 
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llAU .. CONVIlYANCit INLAND. 

37· Tbe lnhllld Mail Sarvlce h;tF. bcrn maintained nt a cost of £14.596 7s. 3d. or C8J4 4S· 
8lc1. in excess of the l)rcvious yea!'. The contint•etl i ncrea~oted cMt of IHateri::.l ruAulting: in 
hiJehtr charges by Lbu Public Wo1ks OepartrroenL and Lhc continuance of •·easonablc additionl!t tO 
Contro.tClOr$' SIJbsidh~s, is the explanation. 

j8. There bavr: not b\!en .any lnter-n1ptions to the mail il!r'Yke~ e:<cept (rom C:lUICii l>eyond 
control, :and I btar testinlony to the satisfactor-y {k:tformllnc-.• by the Publlc Wor-ks llei)O&rtmenl 
and rhe several ContraCIOrs.. 

MONEY 0RO£RS. 

39· The usua1 comparativt return of the Exchan"'e of Money Orders with the United Kin&:;• 
dom :ma orber Countries it~t appended. 

40. In my Annual llcpon ror th~ year precr:ding tbis one I eall~d a ltc:nlion to the: lac1 tha1 
chere was a Aubstanti;'l clecre3se in Lhe orders inucd in JnmtucJ. and payable ilt tltc Unilecl 
Kin~dom. cbere has ntlt been nny sign of recove~· yel, tho dc.c:rcns~ as comp;tred wicb l::nn ye<H 
il~ £654· fhe orders issu\!d ill thl.· United Kingd0111 nnd ru~yl\blc here is however .Ct,SS2, in 
cxce$& of the prtviou~ )1~•••·. 

41. The orders issued in the United Stat~' aotl Canal i'.10oe a~ain shew inc.-eat.c 10 che 
amount of £g,OL9 and ii clot.• to I he number of Jamnican:t now in the United States. 

42. A Money Order exchaug<: with Cuba would be a welcome facili.ty to the outnbcro( n:uivc-s 
of this Colony now in Cuba, -every cfforc has been and is 11il\ being made to conclude an Agree­
ment for such an Exchana:e. 

43· The numbcro( Teleg-raph ~font!y Orders rccci,·ed during the year is 29. aggrcgaain~t £6o8. 
the number issued bdn.c ,l. for .t4o. 

44· The )loney Order Exchanr:c with the Umced Stah .... md Canat 7-ooc i5 conducted :u 3 

fixed rate of E7:chan,Rc under tho Convenaion, which is $4.87 to the £1 stetling and dOC$ 1101 vary 
in e.itlter C<)ul'llry as a result or the fluctuation of the marketable exchange. To rc~:ulatc and 
prevena tbe abuse ot the Money Order Exchange a careful w:Hch is kcptoo the daily Huctualion 
nnri the •·ate of Commission i1t varied to meet iL 

45· Th.is explanation i~t given 1·o tbc frl!qllenl • tu~ric8 received with regard to the pnymcr.t o ( 
Money Orders it\ s tcrli11{:: :-.n,t thu v.;srying c.ommission c:hO I'JCCd. 

POSTAL ORDERS. 

46. A Uetum of tbt!variou.l denominations of Post:ll Orders tssucd is hereunder :--

1917·18. l9t&-l9-

--
Oenomi- No. l""act Value. Commi$sion Denomi· No. Fact Value Fommission. 
nation. nation. 

---- .c •• cL £ •• d. £ s . d. £ • • d. 
6d. 8,76S 219 2 6 18 s 2 6cl. 8,030 200 IS 0 16 14 7 
I 27.645 I,J82 s 0 S7 1l 10} I 27,235 1,361 rs 0 56 '4 9& 
1 6 18,69J> 1,"01 15 0 38 18 9 1 <> 1],920 T,J44 0 0 37 6 8 
2 33,200 3.J20 0 0 69 3 4 2 33.700 J,J70 0 0 70 4 2 
2 6 2t.JOS 2,66J 2 6 44 7 8 2 6 2J,]6o 2/~70 0 0 49 10 0 
J/ 19,550 2,932 10 0 8r 9 2 J t9.J8o Z,877 0 0 79 18 4 
36 <1,105 I.S9J 7 6 37 t8 9 36 7-245 1.267 17 6 30 3 9 

• 26,l6S S.2JJ 0 0 109 0 s 4 26,68) 5.337 0 0 Ill 3 9 
46 11.240 2.529 0 0 46 16 8 46 u,Sss 2,667 7 6 49 7 11 
5 36,245 9.001 s 0 15f 0 5 5 32,830 8,207 10 0 Jj6 IS 10 
76 S.495 2,o60 12 6 34 6 101 7 6 5,875 2,203 2 6 36 14 d 
8/ n.9lJs 4-794 0 0 99 17 6 8' 12,62.) s.oso 0 0 105 4 2 

10 30,8o5 1).402 10 0 256 14 z tO ' 32.110 t6.o;s 0 0 267 11 8 
20 1.o6s r.oGs o 0 ll7 IS 0 20 • ], lOS 7.105 0 0 118 8 4 -

'l'o l::~ 1 ..• 267,260 59.657 10 0 1,163 5 10 ToHtl 266,155 6o.ot6 7 6 t,luS 18 4 
--- --

47. Postal Ordcn actu.tolly w ld amount to £61,188 18a. 6d. the nurobcr being 270,956, :1nd is 
£t.6J7 l9S- 6d. in excess of the sinlilar sales in 1917~18, thil1 is a pleasiog reC'ord :u it is another 
indic:uion oi the revival of tndc. 

48. The fcllowint: coma•;erison ol sail~ l$ intc .. 'T"C&tin~t in that:a steady dec:rc;~.se u ' "'-corded 
since the beginning or I he wu and ii now relie"e.d by an incTC:~se due without dQubt 10 the more 
nonnal times since No\•embtr, 1918. 

1913·14 
1914·1S 
1915·16 
19 16·1'7 
1917·18 
1918-19 

£77.305 6 0 
74.J3l 3 6 
68,012 2 0 
65,638 I I 6 
59.480 •9 0 
61,188 18 6 
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49 The commi$sion collected on tJte snle of these British Postal Orders is £ r.t88 10s.. Sd. 
the net -amount accruing to the Colony is ns.- fo llows:-

Local Commission on order~; ••bovc 2 Q value ._. 
Allowance by •he London P..Q. at t.be -ratc o f Ct o n every t,OOO orders sold 

and paid 
Orders not clain:t<:d by pa yees with_in s ix yc"'rs from the end of the year in 

whic.h issued 

~ •. d. 
27> 5 5t 

541 7 0 

nil 

816 u s} 

50. 'fhe \.'alue of Postal Orders paid in the Colony is C67,T25 14s. 9d., and rhc nmnber 
270_.394. tbis is shown below in comparison with the two year preceding. 

At the G. P.O., KingstOn 
At the Treasury do 
All)isl rict Post Officc.s and Parochial 

Ttcasul'ies 

1916-17· 

~ 
8,o83 

29,425 

21,553 

59,o6l 

1917·18 

J: 
M95 

28,468 

23,649 

6o,2t2 

1918··•9· 

,1; 
9.457 

29.835 

27,833 

67,125 

51. The 11umber at\d amount of Postal O rders paid is the lar~cst on rccor:l since the intro­
~luction of d1e Bl"itish Postal Orders in 19I2in ~ubStitution fO I' Loc;tl P()stal Orders. 

I' ARCELS POST. 

S!. Attached to this report i$ a comparative return with the two preceding years of the 
Parcels Post busir.c.ss. 

53- A rcfcrc,~cc to tbat retum discloses an incre~se of J,$45 in the number of parcels des­
patched as co~npared with the yt;;tr t917-18. 

54. The iocrca,se in the parceJs received is accounted (or in the illH)Ortatiort Croftl the United 
Ki ngdom and United States of America, and is due no doubt to the. gradual reviV'al of tra<\e as a 
result of t he signing of the Armistice. 

SS· Simila:rly the increase in the dcspatchCt' is confined to I he United Kingdom and Un'itcd 
States, the J ippl JappU hat induslry being responsibll! to 01 t!()nsiderabll! extent for ll1.e intrcascd 
exportation to the United Kingclorn, a l'ld in the case or the United States the -straw baskcdndllS· 
try suppli!#S t he articles whkh are now beiog-erported in appreciable quantities. 

S6. The imporl duty acfually-colJcctcd ancl transfc•red tC> t he Revenue Dt p:utmcn,l is £10,340 
J4S· 4d. and is t-he largest on record. I cannoL rcff11iJt rrorn t'C!1nark-ing t hat atnoug the e:r~dilS 
due to this Dcp:trtment and not sbOWI\ i 11 its accounts, is one for collecting the a.bo'/e SUI\lli!J\d 
p lacing it to I he credit or anotber l)epartmcnl without any re.i rnbursement whatever o f the 
expe nse ~ntailecl in the collcctioo. 

57. Pack ets, letters and Olhtrwisc, coutai·ning arlicle& liable to Customs Duty continue to 
find tbeir-way ~brot.~gh I he. ordina•-y atld r-egistered le tter post, these arc. all detained aod the 
bentfil to the in-sport d lll)' for Lhe year is- £450 tSs 2d. 

sS. Pc.naltie:-; for undervaluation flffiO\mted to -t2 T2$ . 6d., and [ toke t·hi:; Q)n:;!Qrtunity to 
point out that undervaluation of the contents Qf J)arcels imported by Parct•ls Post renders tht 
parrel liable to seizure, fines :i.re only in\p03ed wheo lt is all obvjous C!rrot. 

S9· There h~ l)c-en an improve.nenJ in tbe opportuoities for desp-atch of parcels abroad 
general1y, aud the t.efe.reoce made in paragr::.pl~ ~o <)f my report for l9l7-18 with regard tO 
monthly despatches to the other British West fndia Islands via H:~lifax ha~ materialised. 

6o. A return for three year!> of the lusured and Cash on Delivery Parcels ls hereunder. 
There js marked iml)rove.nent in the Insured parcels received nnd despatched. 

Year. 

1916-17 
1917- 18 
•9•8- 19 

19 16- 17 
1917- 18 
1918-tc) 

Received. 

No. 

1,296 
799 
851 

Despatched. 

146 
202 
443 

Amount. 

£ s, d . 
5.953 10 6 
4,114 5' 9 
5,041 17 9 

J: •• d. 
826 5 l I 
7.96 ~~ 6 

7.372 16 4 

No. 

2,956 
1,490 
1,\96 

C<u~h ""Delivery Par .eel•. 

Received. 

Trade Charges. Fees. 

£ s. d. .~ • d. 
4.o6s I 2 73 18 0 
2,525 0 9 32 I 0 
2,3SO I 3 25 6 6 

Despatched. 

Nil 
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61 The Cash on Delivery System eontinues to receive patronage. but I am afraid the fre.· 
quency wilh wbich parcel" are r.:!turnc:d for wanl of being cl:1imed witbin the prncribed tjme 
doe-s 1t01 tend t.-. induce merchants to export their goods under the System. 

62. Three pence \Var Tax imposed on llllrce ls po-st p:tckCIS cont-aining dutiable matter yielded 
£;39 s•. 3d. 

63 ThJ undernoted Offices with which t c:le~o:raphic cornnuutication could be h 3d, existed nt 
tbt cloAc of Lhc ye:m.-

Telegrnph 
Telephone 
l.,_antaphon~ 

59 
ll 
17 

a total of JOC), and in :.drlition there ~re 39 lh.ilway TelegraJlh Offices availahlc. 
64. Greeu Tsl:ind 'relcstr:. ph Ollice in the Parish o( Hanover was convert~d into a Phantn· 

phone Sta tion on t he 4lh April, 1918. 
65 I again record an increase in the number of mesaaJ(ea sent and received as compared 

with the previous ye-ar, thia incn.-ase is apprccinhle sinct: it it 24.n2 and Hke the Postal increase ia 
evidtnce of the growinJ,! recovery of tbe Colony's con:litlon. fhe r~i<val of the produce trade 
duet? the better tTOt"spon fac;ilities offen.d since the cessation of hostilitie-s ia reflected in tb,. 
increase of te.lesc:nm$. 

66. The undernoted amounts were: collected on behalf of the Cable Companies and duly 
pa id to them. 

JJirect Cn bl e Co. .. . • 
West India & Po nan10 C<~ble Co .. . 

£z,o3o 4s. od 
301 l)s. 6d. 

(n the ca.1e of tbe former there is a decre:u~ of £Sl3. and in the: latter an inc.-re.ase of £81. on 
comparison with the pr~vious year's transactions. A temJ)()rnry dislocation or the Direct Cable 
Co'a.. lin" during the period under review. no doubt accounts for the drop in the collection on 
a<count of that Company. 

M ISCfiL.LI\NEOUS. 
67. During the riots which occurred in I he V ere District o f Clarendon in July rQI8, ;~. techni· 

cn l officer of thi.s Depart men I accompanied rhe 1=-.tt: Actin.t rnspector General of l"olice to Alley, 
and placed the Alley relt"phonc Station in direct telegn.phic communicarion with Kingston,­
lhis was enenhal und.:r eJ:isting circumsunces. 

68. In recording my 3J)i)redation or the work of the Stafl' I desire to record particulnly the 
self ..sacrificing spir-ir which was displayed by the entire Staff in Kingston and at District Post 
Offices during the JnAucnu Epidemie- 16lh Ocrober, T9l8, 10 18th November, J918.-this bein« 
the pedod :n which itte presence was ffJi t nmong$t tl1e Stnff. ln King&Wn h was witb the 
g re-att$[ difficulty1 that the several flr~nchca were conducted, os for several days tbere were a5 
many as 30 employee ;all told, absent. At District Stations the cheerfulness with which large 
Stat1ona worked fol' da)'a short handed, ia the secret whereby it was not necenary to clos.e a 
single telegraph office during tbe period. 

69· I cannot therefore too highly record my admiration of 1he loyalty of th- who were not 
stricken with the malady, otnd who stuck 10 duty during Ions: hour& in ord~r to keep abe Df:part· 
men I Jtoing. J desire to record tbe het also that those wbo took ill returned to duty at 1he 
earliest possible moment 

70. During the lnuer pnrl of the year uncl~r r eview, tbe Department ho.s IQ$1 severa l of ita 
comllttcnt Cf)egraphists who htavc left the lslnnd (or the better field Qf employment wbich oO'era in 
Canada. nnd chc Unittd States of Amcrica,-thc SchO';I in Kingiton hu btcn kept busy train in~ 
hauda to fill the vacancies thus cteatcd, but as it takes some time for a young woman to become 
a competent telegraphist, I am afraid the efficient.:; of the Department will suff'rr to ~me extent. 

71. On the 1st April 1'118, Miss 0 A. Grant who joined the Telegraph Servict on 22od Oc­
tober, 188o, and wa~ for many years the Senior Resijent Telegraph Clerk in Kingsroo. retired 
oo a well merited t)ension. Mjss Granl was a model clerk, her: experience wa-s invalulble 
to the Department, and her devotion to duty won the admiration of tbe entire Sta.ff, he.r p lace 
cannot be easily fi lled. 

72 While .not germ a in to this report, I desire to record the retirement of Measrs. Duff and 
Hart on lllh Joly, 19l7, and c61h September. I9C7, two technical officers of the Dcpanment who 
had 39 and 37 years service respecth·ely. The loss of the aervices or tbue offittr-5 to the De· 
partrncnt is felt as they carried wiah them experience prac:lically from. the ettabli•hment of the 
Island Telegraph, both otlicer4 were loyal, efficient and untiring in their zeal in connection 
with the branch of the Oepartntenr where there i5 so much scope for it. I bope Miss Gn.nt and 
tbemaelvcs w iJI enjoy for some time their Pensions. 

73· The us,•;al returns al'e attached. 

The Honooorablt, 
The Colonin l Sec.tcttlr~•, 

King610no 

I have the honour lObe, 
Sir. 

Your obedient ltTVant, 
ELus WOI.FS, 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 


