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Colonial Sc ... Ciclary'5 Office. 10th SciJicmbcT, 1904· 

THE AC!fNC GOVERNOR directs the t>ublicmion of the following A nnuol Report of the Post­
master Jor Jamaica (or 1he fin:ancia.l year 1903-04. 

By command, 
li. CLARJ£NCE llOURNB, Colonial Secretary. 

Geucr•L Post Ollic~ 18th July 1904-
SIR, 

I have the honour 10 submit the following repon uPOn the Post;d and Telegraph Depanmeot. 
for the firumcial year ending 31St )l<lrCh, last. The dcl):lnmenl having been passed t,)Vcr to local 
control in J86o, the year under review is the forty-fourth of its existence, as a Dcl):lrt mcnl o( I he 
Island Government. although the: repon is bm the thirty sixrh annual historical record of its 
progress., tbe fir5t revon having been rnade in re,pcc·t of the yc.:u 1867-8. :u the ca ll of the btc 
Sir John Peter Grant during his 3dministraLiOil o f the guvcrumcut. 

REV13l\'IJE CO~IPAKW WITII "S't' l ~li\'1'1\S. 

7. The cash collc<:tiOt111 for the year were as follow&: 
Poota l Cz8.o)t 17 t)~ 
Telcgroa>hs 5.194 12 6 

[JJ.~-16 10 J ~ 
while the estimates called for 

Postal £2~.000 0 0 
Telegrat>hs s.ooo 0 0 

£29,000 0 0 
Tl\ete has therefore been nn increase over the forecas t on post:.l revenue or C4.0SI 17l>. 9!d. 

and on te legraph of £174 12s. 6d., which but for lhe check w pro~r(tss aclmiuistcrc:d hy tl•e 
hurricane of August latH would have been considerably gre;ttt:r. 

COMPARA TIVF. C01,.1,.t;CTI0NS. 

3· The revenue coUectiona for 1903·4, compared with those of the two years prccediog, are 
as follows :--

<903- 04- 1902 OJ. 1901- 02. 

Postages £26,j26 £26,234 £22,337 
Commission on money ortltrs 6J7 SJ9 446 
Commission on poit:tl ordcT'5 690 698 61) 
Telegr.phs 5,t95 ) ,)22 5,010 
Miscellaneous 39R 112 112 

33.246 33,1<l5 28.,20 

• 
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The collections on account o( p01.tages and commuuuons on postal ordcl"!l conslitute a very 
go->d test of the gene.r:~.J conditio.,, of trade, during the periods embraced in tho foregoing review 
a!\d the conclu5ion drawn froru e;c::amination is, th:ac the effect of the hurricane on the year's 
transactions waa to altogether discount the advancement which prevailing conditions would, under 
normal circ.-unut:mces, have: produced, and tO pl~ce matters much as. they were in the year 
preceding. 

4-- Ln regard to the amount ahown as yielded by commisaions on money urdcrt, it must Ue 
explained that n& the balance against the colony in its account with the Unitetl Kingdom is now 
paid over by the Crown Agents, the! cosl or remittance is not a direct debit· agailhJI the c-lcparnnem. 
but any considcnuion of the figures nrwcal"ing under this hcucl of reve1h1e must take into account 
the fact, that the Crown Ageuts have to be kept in funds by the I()CaJ government. nncl as during 
the pa$t year a sum o( £20,000 was paid to the lmpcrial Post Office on money ordtr account. the 
cost of plac-ing this sum i:n_ England forrns a legitimate eharce against the collections or £637, 
reducing tbe net yield to 487. a sum bar~ly sufficient to covc.r the cost of Lbc scrvic~ Any 
comparison of the rates of commission chugeable in thia island, with those prevailing in the 
United Kingdom 31\d in the United State~. must recognize the fact that the burden of remitting 
about ninet-y per cenL of the whole sum involved in our transactions with 1hc Uniccd Kingdom 
and nenrly eighty llCr cent. in tho1e with the Unitcrl States, r:tlls upon Lhe colony. L hope the tinte 
is not fnr distnnc, when the compl!titio 1 for colo:1ial trade will hring about t uch an ;,djnstmecn of the 
relationship I.Jctwccn supplier and COI18Umcr, as will r~ult in the former, through the Pos1 Office. 
bcarintc the: cost of remitting the procc:::::da of the sale or hia goods., an arrangement which might 
enable tht dtt,arlnlent. to assin~ilate h~ sole or comrnissiO'l to that prevailing i" rhe mother 
country. 

5· The telegraph revenue sbowa • Calling off in 1<)03·4 or £327, when comp3red with the 
yield in the year preceding, but putting aside service m~sages.. the cost of which is ch•rged to 
the sever.1l public departments using the telegraph, the falling off in general business is 
represented by the sum of :£448. This branch or the (lcpn.rtmem's businti5S doe$ not exhibit 
progress, the uvcrnge yearly collections during the Colltl>lctccl year!; of the present decade, con­
trasting unfn.VC)UI'n bly with the similar collections cluri ug the ninet ie$~ notwithslanding increased 
radUtics. Thitc unfavourable resulL ifl in part due to the ii\Ca'C:I\se o r po$tal ftu:ilities, m:tny more 
offices than were formerly the case ~njoying a daily service, and in part to the (:let. that a large 
cor-pOration which in other circumstances, would be a valu-3ble cliem, c-njoya the use of long 
distance telt!phones under licc::nS<: from the government. 

6. Under the head of miscellaneous revenue. in addilion to the regularly recurring items of 
rents of private lener boxes, fees for conveyance of private letter bags and oommiuions on mail 
coacb cOUecliona, which together )'icldcd a sum o! £94 during the year, is. included, surplus cash 
in money order ch<.-.t. void money orders passed to revcaltle, co:ue!lts of unclaimed dead lcucrs 
passed to revenue and fines; and the increase in the revenue hrough1 to nccount u11dcr this 
gc1tcral head, is due to the gene1"al overhauling of the Posl Oflicc accounts in the hut two years. 
Under this head too is grouped the oropo11ion of p:uccl post ~)Os.tagt.-s collected ln England and 
allowed to the colony. 

RSTI<OSPECT. 
J. The pro~~:reu o( the busine$5 or th~ departme"lt a! me:asured by th.e collcctio:lS in the last 

)'Car of each decennary ending with four is; thus stated: 

Postage•. 

1853 4 I I o6] 
1873- 4 14,02 1 
1883 4 t0,232 
1893- 4 t9.429 
1903 •4 2(>,326 

Commi!iosion 

on Money 

Ordtl'!'l. 

£ 
115 
504 
250 
354 
487 

('A11nmissiun 

un Postal 

Orders. 

£ 

432 
690 

Tclc)(rophs. j 
:\.fisc<: II :' 11{...: 

QUS. 

Tota l. 

£ £ £ 
17t 11 .353 
t32 14.657 

4,512 386 21.380 
6,256 219 26,690 
s.•9s 398 33.246 

In forty ye;ln po$\3ge revenue h31L increased by 126 per cc:nt. notwitbstandiog 1be dccr-e3.5e 
in the rate of ocean letter postage, from a shilling tot~ penny and on inland rates from Jd. or 4d. 
(accordinc 10 dia:cance) to a penny, considerable abatements being also made in respect of s.econd 
class mail mauer. The increase in postal order commi~Siona indicates an inctc:a.se in ten yea.rs of 
60 per cent. in circulation, but Lc1cgraJlh revenues have only improved by 1 S J>tr cent. when 
compared with the ref>uJts of 20 years ugo, "nd exhibit ~n aciUa( fa lling olf tn comparison with 
I he 6~urcs of 10 years ago. 
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EXPENDITURE COMPARED WITH ESTIMATES. 

8. T he expcnditW"C of the department during the year was as under:­

Personal emoluments 
Mai I conveyance 
Serv ices 
Expenditure by Public 

of telegraph lines 
Works for maintenance 

£ 
15,745 
I 1,435 
7.330 

1,70.5 

•. (!, 

4 5 
15 4 
19 0 

3 lr 

and the anpropriation by the Legislature for these services was the follow-i 1\~ :-

P~rsonal emoluments 
Ma;J conveyance 
Services 
Maintenance of tclegrapb lines 

£ •. <1. 
I) JOI 10 I 
12,37T 15 0 
s,8uJ 4 o 
I ,<J65 () () 

C34,557 9 

683 

There has therefore been a saving on the appropriation for mail co:-tveyanc-e of £936 and a 
deficit on the allowances for personal emolumem, services ;111d maintenance of tclegrar>h 1iflc':i or 
£444, £1,5 11 and £640 respedively, tbc reasons for which are elsewhere state(!. 

COMPARATIVE RXPENOITI)RE. 

9. The expenditure in 1903 .. 4 compared witb the expenditure in each of the two preceding 
years is tbus stated :--

1003-4 1902-3 1901-2 
£. £ £ 

Personal en1oluments I 5,745 I ;,581 1),096 
Mail conveyance 11 .436 I J, 1<)8 t2, 291 
Services 7.3J I s.ss·J 5.501 
Mai1Henance o f telegraph I i net. 1.705 1,1_1 s 1.02i 

£36.217 £35.494 £JZ,91S 

The lt,crcase in personal emoluments, is mainly due to reope1\ing of <;crtai(l district post 
ollices and to employment of rwo messc,lgcr$ i., th.~ :\tail Coach a.nO Parcels Post Office. The 
decrease in cost of mail conveyance, is aHributable to the readjustment of our fiscal relations 
with the l1n1)erial Post Office. whereby the annual claims for a special contl"ibution LO loss $\IS­
rained, consequc1lt on joining the Postal Union, and for a proponion of our packc.t pos~agcs arc 
merged in our flnnual coz1tributions to ·the Royal ~fai l subsidy. That the readjustment is one 
that is attended with IJcnefit to the colony will be recognised when it is stntcd chat these claims 
amounted to £3,92S in t90Z·3 against £2,100 last year. The increase in expenditure under bead 
of ••service$'' is almost wholly accounted for by larger charges under the item of "manu£acture of 
stamps- and posl cards," partly the result of expeMes in connection with the new issue of stamps, 
and also in a measure due 10 the orderh~g of increased stocks to meet larger demands. The 
item of n~aintenance of telegraph lines is administered by the Publ ic W orks DepartmenL 

RETROSPECT OF EXPE>fOJ'fU!t£. 

tO. "fhe foltowlng figures show the expenditure o r the island on account ()( its postal and 
telegraph service, £.or each tenth year under the princil>al heads o£ cha..rge, viz.:-

Personal ~+tail Convey- !\•lai lucnancc of 
Se1·vices. Telegraph Total. 

Emolumenls. a nee. Lmes. 

£ J: £ £ £ 
I863-4 3,656 6,818 sss 11.062 

1873- 4 5, 386 9.784 604 1),774 
t883 - 4 9.431 10,940 I,692 1,630 23,693 
I893- 4 12,467 13,224 4,7(8 1,994 32.403 
1903- 4 15.745 l1,4J6 7.33I 1,705 36,2J 7 
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1"his sumrnary besides showing the expaosioo of the dep:Lrtment. during the forty years 
embraced in the revie w, will, whe n considered in relation to the like sun\rnary or revenue g iven 
in paragraph 7, s how thnt tho department h:ls ever hnd to make drafts o n I he gene•·n l In.:'( payer 
for ita maintennncc-n circumstance wbkh is no1 inf•·ctlueuUy overlooked on the rwrl or appli· 
ca.nts for new post unci lolcl{r:.ttl h offices and for 1·he exlcnsion, in other directions or postal 
facilities. The late Postmaster w3s wo nt to claim a liberal cred it for the conveyance Q( ()ffid::ll 
corresPOndence and in this way, to bring income a11d e.x~nditure more nearly together. but I ;m1 

of OJ>inion that any such credit, is more tb;m ofTs.et by the pro,•ision, rent free, or n1:any of our 
offices and by I he assumption of the debts for conslnacting a_nd extending the tt ltgr21>h from 
l ime to time. incurred under the Telegraph Law, I of 1879. 

POST Al. ~!ISCELI.A.'o11 ES. 
11. Analysis of the P·OSlngcs coll~:cted distributes the revenue received under chhJ head in 

t::ltl. o r the last t hree yc:tt'tl bet ween ocean r.mstages :lt\d inland postag-t.-s in the following 1}1"0-

I'UI' I iOil&: 

190 1-2 £4,3S2 £ 17,954 
1902•3 4,408 21,826 
f903-4 4.8\)2 21,434 

·rhe inc::rease O\•er 1902 ... 3 on ocean poscagt.-s is therefore 
domestic pos1ag{_-s of !3y2 

12. Miscell3noous iiC'nll o r revePue which found their way 
year a_re summari~1.."CI thu;; : 

R ent of tlriv:a.tc letter boxes •• 
.Fees for CQIWC)':Hu:~ or f'~rivatc letter b.ags , .. 
Mail Coach comn1ission5 
Surplu!t cnd1 In money order chest 
Fiuc:s. 
Void morlc:y orders 
Contents of uncbimcd dead lelters 
Postage :1<:crucd to j:~nun ry t 0 11 J);u·cc.ls 

I)OiSI 5l<lrc::els to :snd from United Ki n.:· 
dom,&c 

£22.336 
26,234 
26,326 

£484, wt\ilc ther~ is a. decrease on 

into lhe official cht"8t during the 

£6<} 12 0 
16 16 0 
7 9 T 

14 0 3 
1 11 4 

0 12 0 
87 ll l 

201 6 s 

£398 9 oj 
13. The irem or tints includes, besides fines imllO&<:d on mail contractors ;md on members or 

the s tnff. penalties impated on members of the public for altcmpts to prepay post:tg<• by mc:tn~ or 
u&ed stamps. This clns.s of fraud wns assuming large pro1>ort ions and although the Convention 
of \Vashington stipula tes that merniJcrs o f the Union should adopt repressive meuures, little bnd 
bc~n done to bring otl'endcr15 to book, with the: result t ho.l immunity indtu~ed the hclie f thal tbe 
offe nce was not within th e rcnch o f the law. By lretat ing these cases under the Stamp Law o f 
1903, which provides a mnximum penalty of £so, with the ahc.rnative of six months imr>ri•onment, 
:.tnd obtaining power under a re~rtt laJ ion n\ade by the Governor under the Post Office: L,nw, to ac· 
Cc:Jlt any mitigated penalty the l'ostmaster for J ::unaica n'lay c l-.."<:t to press for, whe~ confe5sion 
of fault is made. ready machinery has. bet:n dCvised tO cope with and supprels :t growing evil. 
Wh\.-re a plea ()f not guihy is recorded or the ostensible offender fails to rCSJlOnd to a call for 
an cxplan:atiou the case is remitted to the police for invcstig:ttion and summons. :tnd one such 
case dealt with wi1hin the year res.ulted in a fine or sos., with the alternative of sixty days' in­
c:trceration. 

14. The uncJaimcd dead letter .... ~c.mtaining value are being closely followed up and contems 
luclgcd to general revenue. Thi$ h<:oul o f accotuil wlll therefore rcgul;a.rly apncar in our balance 
sheet. The passir'lg LO ,::encral revenue of these ruoncys does not imr>ly a fi1ml Forfeiture. J.'uiJ 
particuiMS or every c nsc nre on record and any dainmnt establishing title will be recognilt.etl. 

1 S· No new post oflkc• wcru Ot>encd during the ycnr, bm the following which ha.d bc<:n 
l'IOscd for vn riou~ reasons wcrc_ l'eopcned, viz.~ 

ll:lrtlancli, on 24th A1>ri l, 1903 
Laugh laurls. on 19th Augus1, 1903 
Belvedere, on 1st September. H}OJ 
Pcrm·er, on Sth October, 1903 
J·brry W•tch, on ]th September. 1903 
Gu:anaboa Vale. 011 19th October, IC}OJ 
Tilchr.clrl. "" 9th January, 1904. 

16. At the ciMc of the y~ttr there we~ 159 post offices throughout the islnnd. servi ng the 
needs of the J)ub lic, giving nn nvcragc of an office to every 26.4 &quare miles of nrcn, and to e\•try 
4,720 of the populatio n. According to tables of intcrnatio ual postal statist ics. published by the 
Bureau o f the lnternution3l Postal Union, jamaic:l would, both a1 regards numbers of o ffi ce.& to a rea 
and number to population, tak e high rank among ., Union cour'ltJ·ics." Oo this showing it may, 
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with considerable force of reason, be claimed that progress lies not in the direction of the further 
muhiolicatio•' of sm::tll offices, bw it• the impro,•cment of the service to largecomruuni!iea., and 1 
trust that during my administration I may be :able to adhere steadfastly to this declaration of 
poli<y. 

17. Of the total number of lS9 offices, 93 or nearly 60 per ccnL enjoyed a rlaily SCI'ViCe at 
the end of the year, this facility having been extended 10 l3 ofllc~ withiu the currency of the 
year. The number to which parcels could be sent, owlng 10 their being served by horse nost , 
was 86, the list hnving been augmented by 4 since lhc J)rcc<:tling yc~r. 

t8. Th~ systematic inspcctioll of district offices is an t!SSe;;nl i:a l rc:~ture iu the administl'ation 
of a service const ituted al5 is 1hc Post Office, and t :'If!\ g lnd to say th;.u during the yettr under r('­
vicw it wna found practicable to inspect once :all bul four of the clistrict offices and it was found 
feasible to inspect a few twice. With one t:<ccptioll lhc r~o.""SU IL of the ii~S JX:Ctiou was gcntro.llv 
so.tit(actory, but the exception disclosed ~hortcomi•1P:li of sufficient grad!y to jmstify the inspccl· 
ing officer in :u once relieving the Postmi~trcs• of duty -~~ad h~•npornrily dusint_: 1hc office. 

CrRCULATION OF CORI<~PONOic:NCE. 

19. The estimates which have b«n taken a1 the <:tntr:.tlt>ffice i11 Kiugston ~Het.l .all h-.: cl·~lrWI 
po&t offices dunng each qu:uter of the year ju,t tlast, or the l..:ucn and pose card~ wha(:h h:l\-.: 
pa,sed through the local post offict', exhibit I he undernoted rcsul~. The 6gur~ r.f the !tll\lll;~r 
estimates for the two yeats preceding arc also gh·en :-

oucwnrds. Inwards. 

1901-02. 1902- 03· 1 · 903-04. 1901-02. .9::J. l 1903 04. 

------------·--~,----
INLAND MAILS-

OrdhHu·y 1ctters­
Publi~ 
Official 
Post cards 

.. . 1,260,662 
127,946 

24,4S2 

1,267,669 
129,296 
24,523 

[, 269,822 
129,996 
24,947 

1,379,221 
10<),824 
2$,818 

I,J84.S13 
110,65~ 
26,537 

Registered letters­
Public 
Official 

OCEAN ~IAILS BY VESSELS 
liKDRR CONTltACT-
Uniled Kingdom­

Ordinary letters 
Post cards 

lnt<r-Colouial, B.W.I., &c.-
Ordinary lenc .... 
Post cards 

llY V llSSIU.S NOT CONTRACT­
Unilcd States of America-

01'dinary 1euers 124,974 
Post cards 6,386 

Other countries-

2$,104 
JJ,127 

25,3o8 
33.604 

278.374 
4.780 

76,087 
642 

154.378 
22,166 

O rdinary letters 73,504 7K,285 76,360 
PosJ car<ls 4,925 6.621 u·349 
Rcl(istcred leuers, oversea ... 28,240 28,767 29,004 ·-----

2,o8J,202 2,1JJ,817 

Ordinary leuers 

Post cards 

Registered letters 

2,039_,512 

AT DISTRICT J'()ST Ol'l'ICES. 

19(li-D2. 

1.108.453 

41 ,89') 

44.156 

1,194.508 

19(12-DJ. 

1,115,252 

42,210 

SO,JI7 

I ,207,779 

70,292 
17,255 

g8,029 
596 

59,747 
20S 

19,665 

JJ0.8o1 
1.400 

l02.0(>U 
I,J02 

60.077 
190 

20,070 

1,118,119 

44.364 

51,228 

1,21J,]ll 

I,J8S.J21 
I 10,8]2 
26.677 

n.Soz 
17,902 

119,282 
1,258 

6J,s8o 
550 

211,]04 
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ThC§e figut«!S show a suSiained progress under all the several divisions into wbicb tht 
i.,(ormation is classified, tbe1ncrease being 114,821 pieces of first class mail mauer or 2 per cenL 
OD comp3ris.on with the figures of 1902.-J. 

20. While the increase in circulation i$ thus shown to be 2 per cent. the increase in tbe 
number of Jeue1"S registered, ·xa.s only equal tO J • 3 l)tr cent., leading to the conclusion thal the 
important safeguard of registration is not being adopted so frequently and systcmalic.ally, aa it 
should be. This ques1ion of rcgisttalion is one of such importance to the community and tO the 
clcrmrtmc:n, th:u r musl yet again sunm1arite the nos it ion thus:-

(a) The Post Office does not undertake the couvcyance of letters conta ining value unlcu 
registered 

(b) by transmitting ·value letters lhrough post unregistered wrong is done to the derut n· 
mental revenue. 

(c) unjustifiable temptation is pl:.ced in the way or every person lhrough wbosc hnnda 
such letter&. have to pass. 

(d) and therefore, not only direct person;"JI wrong-doing, but gravemoraJ responsibiJity lies 
at the door of every one who, through either carelessness or the desire to save a two­
penny fee, neglects to register letters nnd packets containing money, securities and 
other articles of value. Nor does the matler altogether rest here. The loss of an 
unregistered letter or parcel raises a SUIJ)icion against evCTyone who could poulbly 
have bad acccu to it, not excepting the poster himself~ as in more than one case 
during my short administration of the office. have I been satisfied through quiet 
enquiries, made on my bebalf by the police, that letters about the alleged loss of which 
loud and indignant complaints bave been made. have never been mailed. 

21. Jt is hardly necessary to labour the otbc1· side of the question-Lhe security afforded by 
rcgi&tration, but it !'nay be useful to mention thllt cluring the year but three cases of miscarriage 
of registered letters crtme under notice. ln two cnses letters were obra.ined by personation and 
ln the third the letter was snatched wbile the 1>0Stmastcr's back was momentarily turned. In 
each cnse the alleged perpetrator of the wrong wns broughl to Lrlal and in two cases convictions 
wero oht:aincd. In one. case where the. postmistress admitted want or care. in identlfylng the 
apf~licnnt for the letlt!r, a refund of the amount Jost wn." made and in n second case the amount 
wns recovered. 

22. ExcJuding the registered letters which arc not clauified in tbe foregoing statement under 
the countries to which sent and from wbich received, the oversea corresPOndence for the past two 
years is stated thus :-

Pieces. Pieces. 

1902·3· 1903·4· 

United Kingdom 590,665 or 48 · I 648,535 or 48 8 
lntercolonial 175,248 or 14 3 197,269 or I 4 · 8 
United States 315,966 or 2; ·s 334.39S or 25 · t 
Other Countries 145.173 or tt ' 8 q8,84) or I 1 ' 2 - - - -

1,227,052 t,329.044 - -- --- -
T his would seem to bear some s liglll testln,ony th:11 the efforts made towards welding the 

frngmcniS Of the empire a rc bearing fruit, :t l)rOporliona le improvement be.in g observable in the 
interchange of co.rrespondencc with the United Ktntcdo1n nnd with other colonies. The absolute 
\'aluc of lhe&c figures is somewhat discounted by the sending of mails for the United Kingdom 
t'irlthc United States, but that there can have been no increase in the volume of mail thu& 
transmitted is concluded, from the temporary dislocation of the steam ship service to the United 
States. 

lJ. There was •pparcntly no estimate or the circulation of correspondence made in respect 
of the yeor t863·4, but figures from t873·4 are available, and the following t">ken at decennial 
rc.,ts will ihow the growth of the department. 

Uw. ,-... a O•I',...IH.llldoUOO. lotaod oon"M.pond<"nel@. 

I $; 3·4 285,040 797.922 
tR83·4 )49,807 J,2J2,J5 1 
t893·4 ' ·378.752 4·315.962 

There h:1.$ been thus ;t fivcflold increase in thiny years in 1he vo.lume of correspondence 
handled, 1hc increase being s ligh11y greater in the inland circulation than in tbe over8cn ex· 
lhangcs. No records have been possible in the cn$c of second class mail matter, but the 
........ l .... h:l:t .. ; . . ...... , , .... : ............... : .. : .. _,. ................. ......... . : ... 

-... 
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24. 1~be smmbc,r of insured letters received during the yc.at was 28 of tht:! declared 
£1,305 and the number desp~tcbed 74, the dcclaralion of value calli ng for £.4,623. 
figures for t,be year tJrecccl ing were 30 of declared value of £r,264 received and 82 of 
£5,720 despatched. 

value of 
The like 
value of 

RllTURN I..ETTER BRANCH. 

25. The mail mauer dealt with in the Return Letter Branch during the year is tbus 
analysed :-

Letters returned ~o U njtcd Kingdom 
,j Other Countri(..•s .. •• Writers in the lsJand 

destroyed behlg illegible or anonymous 
writers not having been [ound 

Newspapers returned to p ub llshe:n; 

Paid. 

21270 

J,803 
22,764 

J,960 
J,087 
9,62 1 

Unpaid 

217 
2,630 
3,262 

)70 
1,2J6 

COJ'll ra$Llng these. ligun .. 'S wi th the volume or correspondence mentioned in pau.grnph 21, it 
will be seen that the J)TOPOrtion of letters entn1sted to the Dep3l'tment in respect of wbicb, for 
one cause or another. there was failure to effect delivery was but ·o7 per cent., a not unsatis .. 
factory result considering the shifting character of a Jarge ptoportion of the island population. 

26. The amount of irrecoverable postage wriuen on· on account or uJtclaimed mail.s11.altcl' 
duri ng the year was £1 t 1 t ]s. ]d., and t he number of packets which were found to contai n 
value was 2,244. the v:Liue being £543 19$. Each such pack(:L was repostcd under registered 
cover to the writer. 

MAIL CONVEYANCE-QCEAN. 

27. The following statement .t,oivcs tbe particulars or oversea mails despatched and received 
during each o f the last three years :-

Oulwrtrds. I lnw~t.r fs . 

' 
19•11- 2. ;~02-'1. 1911j- 1. I~JVi-~. t9vi-:<. IUI.)3-t. . - - - -
.. ,; • I "' "' ,; 
-.; ~ ... ~ -.; ~ 0 1 0 ."-

.,. 
~ • • ':! • ;; ~ ~ ·;;; ~ ~ ] :r; G 

·;;; 
~ 

·;; 

"' ;e > ~ > :.; ,.. - :a ~ ""' :,.. ------- ----- -- -----
King$ION-

Contract ... 78 807 1'8 807 SI •90 10~ I .OOS IQ.! l,O~ 112 l.(l!i~ 

Nuu-Oontrnct ... ::1 15 7Gd ~tl 779 2•;7 42 1 4·:H BiO 8<>3 i81 2<~ 6U6 

o-:r,.,.••-
on4Cimtra<;t ... 80 a• ;,t, 31 !14 ~~ I !)4 :J;)7 1~8 :::;!i 1()~ ;t41l 

- - ------ ---~-- ·- ·-- ---- -- -
-179 ! 2.00:1 '"3 1,6 6 I 4~9 1 1,61' 4:<~ I :JO;; I .:;no :l,:.wo 606 2,t!8-; 

- -
lt will be obsc.rved that althou~h. there was an increase of three in the number of vesse.ls by 

wbieb mails wete despatched, when contrBstil\g the figures of the 1>asL year with those or 1902~3 
there was a decrease of 312 in the number o f mail:; made up and the statistics or mails n.:ccivcd. 
show a decrease of 126 in tl1c number of vesseJs c.arryi:lg mails and 80 in the number of mails 
received. The temporary dislocation of the fruit lrarle had the natural effect o f largely reducing 
1he number of o pportunities for interchange wi th th!: United States and Europe, but the utilh:a­
t ion of Lhe ships of the United Fruit Compa1l)' i1l addition to those or the Royal ~\1aiJ and Ham­
burg American Lines, for Lhe carr iage or f'llai1s to Lhe Rcpub1 ics of Ccrltral America has prevented 
an et:1ua1Jy marked c:Jccrea!;e appc::tring in the 1U11Hber of outward opportunities. 

28. The number or oversea nlails despaLehed avcrttgcd duri ng tbc past year 4 · 3 per work inK 
day und those received 6 ' 6. Factf.i thus presented wi ll not only show how f:woura.bly the colony 
is situ;-tted in the ma1tcr of extn1-insnlar mai l urmorumities, but when il is rcmcmbcretl that mosL 
o f these opportunities are not regular, but fitful, and that the resulting work is mainly centred on 
the Kingston Staff. they will also, it' is hoped. i erve to demonstrate thal the conditions of the 
service are such as to render errors of hnndling and sortlng unavoidable. 
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29. The cost o( the Ocean Mail service dtu·ing the ye:-~r, as comp;rrcd with the cost during 
1 he year preceding:, \V3~ as under:-

Contributions towa•·ds lmpcrial Contract 
wi1h R.M. Steam Packel Go. 

Sea and Territori-a l transit rates paid to 
other Countries 

Sltip LeHer Gratuities 

£2,100 

150 
1.093 

£J,J43 

1902·3· 

£2tt6J 

ISO 
1,067 

The ktSl h em tmly ::;howiug :1 H.:udcncy to grow, the l!xpcndilUre under t bis bead h:tv ing 
i1lcr eased hy .£26 in a year witnessing a serious extraneous check. The rate or payrnent for the 
c~trriage of mails by non-cont.-act YC$Sels was $CtHcd :u u penny l)CI' lcucr, so fnr back as 1877, 
and it is an anachronism that the period of time which bas wlmessed a reducLion in Oecau post· 
.age (rotn a shilling eo a penny 31ld a rerluctio r' ill the C<)SI Of t he Truns-Atl:tntic Service lrom 
£J,)OO to £2,100, :-~hould nol also have seen a commensurate reduction in lh is service. Tbe 
Estimate of the proportion of the- ov<:rsea cor·rc"SOpondt:tlCC conveyed by contrilCLandOy non .. contract 
vessel)), considered in connec.:tion wi th the.: propo1·t ion or I he subsidy f:.lling on the Post Offic~ 
Department. shows thnt the cost 10 tbc isl~md of contract scrvicc per piece of first da.ss mail 
matte r w:~.s only a halfpenoy for s,ooo mi les o f sea lrausit whereas the r:lte of f..'Tatui ty a llows a 1<1. 
per lette r for· \Vhttl js in practice a 1,500 mile sea transpor1. 

JO. A consideration of the forcgoi1\g figures will show thal I he c.Juitics of the si tuation re­
quire a reduct i<m by nt least half or the rates r>aid for sh ip letter g t•uruities-, and OV'ertures were 
made to the several agents of steam.sh ip lines, with a vi~!\\' to effeca s uch=- ch;wgc, witbout reson 
lo legislation, but without result. In the course o f these ncgotiaLions in fommtion was sought- as 
to the condit ions prevailing in neighbouring colonies, and the fo llowing represent such con-
d itions -. -

Barbados 
Fo l' every live lcuc.:rs sent to p laces iucluded in the imperial Penny Post· 

age Scheme 
Fo1· every tivc lcttc.r~:o to vt her placts 
For eve ry Gve articles other thall letters 

i d. 
2!d. 

Jd, 
·rhe re is no loca l law bearing clil'cctl y 01) the subjec1 of Lhc. c:.arriage of mails by these 

s teamers. 
Brit ish Guiana-

For every ten lt.:tters se1U tu New Vol'k by 1hc Quebec & Armst.rong 
li nes Id. 

For every twenty newspapers :~.nd books td. 
The loca l l:lw makes it comrmlsory on maslcrs u r vC$Scll' 10 take mails tendered to them 

and :11lows the Postmaster1 under regulations, to pay graluity in rcsp~:ct or t bcm~ fn practice., 
and outside of the two lioes named, 1na il s :rrc. 1nadc l iP for every l'llcamer leaving the port and 
signifying its willingness 10 lake a ma il, 01nrl for these no gratuity is paid. 

Trinido.td -
No gratuity is paid for the c:1rri:•gc o r ci1hcr fi rst o r second class mail 

matter, no r does Lhc loca l ordinance 1nakc it compulsory o n non-con­
Lract vc:sscls lO can·y mai ls. 

·rhe postal autho rities at VVashington have it in contemplation to endcavOllf to make ar­
rangcnH.:nls LO matcl'ia ll y tcduce the. JWSt:1~c l O t hose COimlric~, wi1 h which the Uniled States of 
Anu~rica have 13rgc commerci;.' l re lations. IJut it is clear 'bat Jmuaica. cam\Ol participate, wbcn 
the arra ngements matcriali1.c unless we a.1·e abfe in t he meantime to m:d<e more economical ar­
rangements for sea transit. 

3 L The several services emm1erated by the Postm\lster in paragra,lhS Z7 to 37 of the last 
year's DcparlmC•Ha1 Report have COiltii1LlC<I t hroughoul the year, wichout o ther inte1·rumlon than 
the restriction o r opportunity resulting from the bu1Ticnnc. The steamers <>( tht: :mbsidized lines 
bavc not a lways been punctual tO scheduJe rime in their arrival and the default besides entaili ng 
ndditio:1a.l labour on the St(lff and irrit~Hion lo corrc:;pondents, has resulted in extra charges on 
the departmcrtt for s pecial mail conveyance approximating £278. 

~tAtL CONVEVANC€- INI-ANO. 

32. The inl~1nd mail service has l>cc11 ca rried lhrough for the yc:H at n cost of £8,292, ag.-J iJH>I 
£8.254 in 1902-3. The Nor·th$idc and Southsiclc trunk services have been efficiently conduc ted 
by the contractors and the Public Works Dcp:1Ttmcnt respectively, but the \.Vindwarcl Service was 
such ~s to leave much room for imt)fOVCII'Ie l\t, anrl at one t ime it was a crucstion whether s teps 
should nOl be laken to determine the contract. 1'1: i:;; hoped however thnt th.e rcmonslrances ad­
drcs~ed t~ the c~nlr~ct~r, a<:_companjed b~ t~e imposition of fines} will have the effect of irn-
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33- By a rearra ngc.ncnt o f the time-table of the East-bound nla il coach, it is scheduled to 
C01\.1~ect with the outgoing train a t Pol't AntOllio oo MondaysJ Wednesdays a1\d Fridays, aod to 
coJJect a mail from all offices on the route fo•· conveyance by train, and on the return journey to 
d istribute a Kingston maH con.vcyed by train on the day~ whic.h alternate with the departure o'f 
the regular ut .. weekly mails, thus all tJ1e offices on the main_ cast end Une are afforded a daily 
service. A similar rearrangement has given the Northside mail line a daily service and all 
offices within easy •·each of the railway had already been served daily. In addition to the main 
line offices ·referred to arrangements were completed during the year, for placing the following 
on the daily sche~ule, vi:z., Hampstead and Clonmel in St. Mary- and Hayes and the Alley ln 
Clarendon. Proposals are under consideration for a general daily service, but 1 am a[raid ~e 
difficulty of accommodating the railway time table to postal purposes nnd the cost may operate 
to delay, if not to defeat, thclr materialization. 

34. ln connection with tbe question of mail convcy:mce, I would like to point out thac the 
l)rindpal mails arc t imed to arrive at, and depart from, the poSt (lfficc a t Kingston as under :-

Arrivl!.. .DeparL 

Nottbside, ui-weekly g.IO a.m. 1.45 p.m, 
Northside, coach 11.10 .. 1.45 

,, 
Southsidc, tri-weekly 9.10 " 4-00 .. 
Southside, through train, daily 3.00 p.m. ro.oo a.m. 
Windward, direct 9·45 a. m. 1.45 p.m. 
W indward. via Port Antonio l 1.10 " 2.00 .. 
P ort Antonio, claily 11.(0 1-45 " 

The service ~i1lg entiJ-ely dominated by the railway time table, the effect of the arrange 
ment is_, that l)l'actica lly the whole o f the lnland mails have to be h-andled witltin the limits of 
three hours, a.nd when it ls added that the work is carried on in a dark and unsuitable office, 
those who arc prone to commenl mtgenerously on the '1 care1E.!ssness of Post Office officiaJs" 
may be d isposed to modify the asperity of their criticism and rccoKnise that the conditions are 
such as to make for error. 

JS· Except in tbe east end route7 the necessity for subsjdh;ing mail coaches, qua ntail 
coaches, has practicall.)• passed away. competition having brot•ght livery stable rates down 
to tbe leveJ of those fixed (or the coaches. On 1he renewal of mail contracts, there is no longer 
need LO stii>Uiate for provision for passeugen;. The passenger services maint:ttned d uring the 
year and the collections made by the department on· beh a.H o f 1hc contractors in respcd or tbem 
were as follow~; :-

Ewarton and 1'-'lontcgo Bay 
Kingston and Port Antonio 

£ • . d. 
152 3 3 
Ll2- 10 0 

A more reliable service to the East would result in better returns, and closer supervision thao 
is apparently now accorded would. it is fe lt. ::tmply repay the contractor. 

MONEY ORDERS. 
36. A comparative table giving the results of the interchange of money orders during the 

Jast three years between this colony and the several administrations with which there exi$l$ 
an excb;1 nge. is forwarded as an :J ppendix to this report. A summary of figures for the past 
year -shows. that Jamaica issued I 3,88z orders for £35,006 and the issues against us were 5,270 for 
£12.063; accordingly thi$ administration had to bear the cost of ·~endi ng £22.943 out of tl\e 
countr-y, a. circumst:tncc which will Suflply the reason sought by some ~nquircrs of our relativeJy 
bigh rate of commission. when compared with tb.e rates cbargccl iu the Un ited Kingdom ancl in 
the Unit~d Sta1cs. 

37· Further analysis discloses an increa5e in l903-4 over 1902-3. in the volume or business 
done with the United Kingdom or £628; with the Uftitc.:d States or £2,648 :md with Canada oC 
£591. All other exchange countries show decn:~ased busir\ess aggregating £752, and the net 
i ncreas:e in the year's transac-tiOI\S is £3, T I 51 

38. A comparison of r.be money order figures at ten year intervals produces the following 
results:- , 

lssued by Jamaica Issued against Jamaica. 

No. £ ~(). £ 
t863 4 1,369 8,568 71 294 
1873- 4 5,606 43,152 222 864 
t883- 4 7,221 42,183 Sot 2,758 
t893- 4 11,706 43.520 1,764 4- 791 
1903- 4 13,882 35,006 5,270 12,063 

ln rS-63·4 there was only an exchange with the United K ingdom, during last year there -was 
a direct exchange with twelve other coun tries and an indir-ect u through order" exchange with 
each country with wbich our corresponding exchanges were Jinkt:d. 
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39· Of lhc whole volume of business done in t86J·4 this country had to bear the cost of 
remiU-ing 93 per cent. j in 1873-4 the proportion to be remitted was 96 per cent.: ln t88J·4 88 
per cent.; in 1903-4 80 per cent-. and in the last year 49 per ctnL The fall in I he tlercenrage 
is not due to any alteration in our relationship with the great manufaCturing countl"its. but to the 
fact that our smaller nejgbboun bear the relationship of debtors to this island and the sum of 
tbe debts of growing transactions paid through the Crown Agents tends to les.sen the ad"·ene 
balance against thi& administration. Another thread of tn<tuiry which shows satisfactory results 
is the chan~c in the class of business done that has Cl eve loped in the course or time. In the first 
year or the f'ivc in respect o f which figures arc g i\'(Hl the money orders issued averaged £6 Js. 
each; in t 8873·4 the average wns £7 7•·; in 1883-4 £5 81.: in t893·4 £3 7•· nnd in <903·4 the 
average of ordel's issued by Jamaica had dropped to £2 S&· Tbis is as it should be as the whole 
design of the money order sys1em is to afford to rhe remiucrs of sma ll amounts the faciJities 
t).'1ended by banking institutions to those: who deal in large sums. 

40. The money order system ia one that i$ so hedged around with cbec:ks and safeguards that 
the average individual wouJd be ready to asseverate that fraud was impossible. but during the year 
just passed a youth ptlrchased an International order :u a Parochial Treasury on Chicago and 
by altering its race value obtained in exchange a supply or goods in excea~ o r the amount he 
had deposited. On the order beinK returned, protested, persist cm effort was made to bring home 
lhc offt:ncc to the pc::rpetJ'ator, as 11 woa felt that to a llow n crime of Ll\e sort to go '"'Pl.tnishe-tl, 
would reflect diRcredit on us as a community. The cn·ortt. of the police were, I :1111 glad to say, 
crowned with auccess and the offender was convicted :1ncl sentenced to a term or twelve months' 
penal servitude. 

POSTAL Olt.OERS. 

4 t. Th~ following st3tement shows lh~ number of each denomination of pOStal orders issued 
for sale durintc each of the last three years:--

~ 
~ 

POSTAL ORDERS ISSUED. 

190~..3. 1903.4. 

' '"" .. .. ,._. I "-'"· g ~o. I t'..ee V111lue. &ion. Y-.ce V•lu~. 1iou. ~o.. Paoo Value. toion. 

-.~-d.-~---r; .. d £ .. d. - J £ •. d. £ d. £ •. d. ~--:~ 
6 1 ~,87!,1 Ht 17 6 89 6 6\ 2~ 676 591 17 6 49 o; b~ 2(),680 f,J7 0 0 <:; I 8 

I 0 ~7.600 l ,ijlj(} 0 0 78 6 8 10.~01 ~.01" 10 83 17 t ~ 4.~.84.7 "·~42 1 0 U:\ 8 7i 
I 6 .•S.:siiO "·ij7G 6 0 79 11 11 lS,7CJoi 3,277 0 ~I 0 10 -l5.612 ·J,<20 Id O! 95 " ll 
2 U,(lt'() :..1!!6 0 0 SA s " 4G,jV,; 0,721 li 9.S i 31 43,322 6,41~ (j uj 9 I ij 
6 3-l ,fi&l 8.4:11 U ~UO i I $~,3i6 !f.ii~~ :o lft9 li 11 38,311 9,677 M UlS9 12 ; 

10 2t,!ll j 11,46~ o o,t9o· 18 • t•J.•G.i, l3.3:!2 ~~~ zyW-2G,, 13.1J'JO o 11210 a • 

l 6: 4 ,. 2Jij,Gt~3tGso o ~~~~ ~~ts,9>" s..~m•~<'99 n 9i 

The ::~ctual &ales vary slightly from these figures, the amounts actually paid into tbe Treasury 
in each of the l>t:riods named bein&: 

t901-2 

1902·3 

1903· 4 

I. ~- d. 
30,356 t6 0 

34,128 4 0 

33.905 18 6 

42. A comparison of these figurc!S show-s a small increase in l903"'4 over 1902--3 or 412 in 
the tota l nunlbcr of orders issued with 3 decrease in fncc value of £3 17. Orders of the dc­
nomhlation$ of IS., Js. 6d. and 2s. 6<1. appear to be the n1ost popular and the sixpenny ones the 
least so, the i~aucs of these being less than half the number of eithe.r of the three first named. 
The rate of commiuion calculated on the whole ovcr·turn amounts 10 a little over two pe-r cent. 

43· ~lany of the complaints received of missing lenera allege the enclosure of postal orders ; 
tt may not therdore be out of place, even at the cost or the repetition or wh:at has been 3pin 
and again I)Oinu:d ottt in D.:partmenta.l Reports and elsewhere, that p~tal orders partake of lhe 
character of open drnfls J)aya.ble to bearer on p resentation nncl as such should not be transmitted 
rl1rough the post except under registered cover. By fi lling in orders for payment at a designated 
Treasury and to known individua.ls some security is provided against their negotiation by un-
- ... ........ :c.A n~>...._nnc hnt- thA ri-.lc In 1ht remitter remains, 
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PARCBLS t'()ST. 

~4· In appendix C is given a 13bular st;ttemtm showing the transactiOil$ of the pa_rcel post 
branch of the department for the year, in COnlJ)O\ri•on wilh the like information for the twu years 
l)recec1ing. The postage accruing to jamai1=a (rom this service during the past year W:t& .£589 
os. 8d., ::tgn inst 487 J6s. 3d. in 1903. or an increase of £1 01. The decktted value: or, and os tt: 
con8c(lut:.-nce the duty collected on. the goods Imported through this serv ice exh ibited a. dlminu ... 
lion uf £2,472 nnd £46t respect ively, but the value of parcels despatched was £773 more than in 
1902-3. The 1111mber of parcels received fe ll otr by 677, while the m1mber of those clcgJ)ntchcd 
increased by 43 t. 

45· T he great bulk o f the t·msincss clone through the Parcels Post is carried on with the 
United Killgdof!l, ns the foJlo wing ca lctdation& or pror)ort ion based o n declared values will de­
monstrate: 

19() 1-2. t 902·3· 

f United Kingdom So o o 78 o o Ss oto 
l United States tS 19 12 

Other Countfltl 2 3 3 
Parcel< despatched f United Kingdom 76 76 74 

l United Statea S 8 6 
Other Countrico t6 t6 20 

Any 1ransit parcels vassing tbrougb 1be United Kingdom are credited 10 that counuy, but 
the number 3nct ' 'alue of thes.e are inronaidernble and would not materially ;affect tbe tigurca. 

46. Our arrangement with the United Kingdom is to 1)001 the postag-e on parcel' :1nd of the 
gross pl'oceeds to allot one third for sea l'ostngc and one third each to the contracting parties. 
A similat arr:'lngemt.:nt exists with the Dominion of Canada, but with the United States and other 
exchan~:cs C;lCh country ilppropriatcs its collections. As f)rcviously suued these arrangements 
rcsulttd in an income to Jamaica dudng the pn&t yc:tr o r £589 os. Sd. Viewing th i& sum in 
relnrion to rhc cost o f hand li ng at the hc~HI station :uul distributing and collecting 26,000 acpo.rnle 
parcels it cannot be said Lh:u the pa•·ccl post is a source of profit Lo the dep:-trtnH.:nl. Heretofore 
I he shnre t)f post:age appropri;~b le for ocean carriage has been paid o .. •cr to the United Kingrlom, 
to IJc de::llt with, but it has recently been rmintt:<l out thnt the colony is eotitled to retain n n10iecy 
or che sea postage accruing in re,pect of parcels trnn&mittcd by the Direct Line Steamers and 
when resulting adjustments sh:lll have been made an appredable sum as "''ell n$ increased annual 
returns. will be a-edited to the colony. 

47. For the purposes of postage all p:lf'ctls nre classified in three divisions.. "iz.• those of 3 
lbs .• of 7 lbs. and 11 lbs.. and statistics amt.nged under these heads show that of our total 
exchange 20,447 puce Is or 76 per cent. Cell under the: 3 lb. rate; 3,049 or t I per cen1. under I he 
7 lb. ratt and 3,472 or tJ per cent. under the tt lb. r>tc. The parcel past may tbus very fairly 
claim to have ful611ed its design, a ready and eonvenienl means for the interchange o f small 
pochges. 

48. During the year, arrangement$ wcte made under which the examination for C:Uiloma 
purr,oses and 3sscs:sment of duty are conducted by officers of the department, without the interven­
tion or :tn officer from the Collector General'• 0ci'Htt1mcnt, ilnd all letter$ detained on the aupposi­
l iOn th\lL they comained articles liable tO customs duty are lis1ed, and p assed into the parcels 
post ltranc:h and there dealt with tts ordinary post parcels with the exceptio tl I hat c;~tamination 
is only carried out in the presence of the addressee, or his agent, or with his cx l)re.ss sanct ion. 
Although 1 am advised that the language or the post law glves the Postmaster like cont rol 
over lhcse tntckets as that possessed with I'Cgartl to ordinary post parcels, I hl.!&ittttc to 
cxe.rcise it. The efl'ect of 1hc change of l)tnctice, is on the one hand to limit examination and 
uascstment l tl King'iton where alone the necessa.ry machinery exists, instead o f penniuing cx~uuinU· 
t ion :u each port of entry, whHe on the other tlnyment o f duty and delivery can be effected at 
any mall coach office instead of a t ports o( entry only. 

TEt.&CRAPHS. 

49. At che end of the year there were 73 telegra,ph auuiol\s connected with the post office 
system in oper.a.tion. against 72 at the tncl of 1902-3, an office h3ving ~n opened a.t Htccor's 
River in Ponland. in January. 1904. In addition to these the Railway telegraph service wu 
available to the get\eral public 311d this affords lS additionl.l c-e1\ltt$ from which mC$U.gcs may 
be transmitted, or at which they may be received and distributed~ This number of available 
officts tth•ec :~n office to each 7,270 of the POI>Uhation and one to each 39 square miles of :t..rta. 

so. The office at Titcbfield Hotel wa• closed on t 2th Moy, t903, •t tbe close of the tourist 
seuon of H)02-J, and re-opened on the 9th January, 1904, for the season of the succeeding ye:~.r, 
31l(l, a lthough no1 acwally brought to an issue within the year, arrangements were concluded 
(ot cloting chc office at Stewart Towu and open ittg one al the neighbouring vlllnge of jack son 
Town, S tcwart Town being served by a lClCJ1honc connection with j ackson Town. 

5 t. Having regard to the ''ery sparse I>OI>tt lntlon served by some of the district t<:.lcgraph 
~Jtations. the lnok o f any tendency o n the part of such communities to expa nd, the small adv:tl\tngo 
taken or the service, anrl the rela tive cost of ltR mo.intcnance. the question ha$ arisc11 whether the 
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legitimate needs of such communities may not be 6tly met by a leu expensive telephone s.ervkc 
linked with and fonning feedl!tS to the tnmk telegraph lines. 1t is urged that the: interests of tht 
general community would be: be-tter served hy development of the tnmk linea rather than the 
ntulti~)Jicntion of small unremunc!ralivc district offices on br;uu:h lil~es. 

52. A &cnJtiny or rhc tabu l~r statemcnr g iven rtt A~lpcnd i x D. will serve to iiJustratc nncl 
give r'!Oint to ally arguments that may be u1·ged ;:1ga.ins1 1he retention a t their prcsc1n stal\ls uf 
many of the offices now being maintained. Salt Ri,·cr de~J):ucbing 87 messages ~at!d recei\~ing 
65: Pr;uville despatchin.: 177 and rrceiving: 200: 81uc ~tount3in Vall~y receiving 176 ancl 
desp3tching 124 ~ \Vhitehc,»ase receiving- r 79 and desp:ttchin~e 211 : Stony i till recetving 110 3nd 
despatching 156; Casaleto l n;;;c.iving 145 :md despatching 216 :ltld !\ewcJ{tlc receiving 148 :~nd 
.desp:uching l80 are all case'S i 1 poi 11. The stat~ment refcrrc(l to also show$ a total number nr 
mes&a#:CS handled d uring the yt!ar. in c·om1>n ri5on with the li~lll't;~ fm• the year J)rccedillg to have 
been 

1903 04 
1901 OJ 

or 3 decrease of 4~4o6 <!'Ciual to 4 3 per cent. 

97.306 

101 ,712 

53. T he department c:ontir-ues to work in ba.nnony whh the local Su~rintendcnts or the 
Ocean Cables, <tnd from time to t ime receives :qJpreciated cou1·tcsies and aiel in return fQr services 
rendered. During the curn ncy u f the year £2,035 were colh:cted on behalf or the Direct Lln4.: 
nntl £274 on bebalf <) f the West India and Panama Service. 

EXTRA INSULAR. 

54· Among what I may lenn the eJt:tra insular iutprovcmcmts carried through wirbin the yc;ar. 
which 10 a greater or less utent affect this community I m:ty tnumer.ue the follo~A·ing: 

(a) Arrangemcn1& made with the Canadian Postnl Authorities under which Canadian 
newspapers aml pcl'iodicals arc admitted to this i•laud at Comadinn domestic r:ues of 
postage. T he rate.& and concli1ions are se! oul in the local ucwspapers o f Ulh 
February las1. 

(b) Arrangements made by the J>OStal ;tuthorities of British Guian:a. wilh the postal 
administration of Surimam (Dutch Guian3). under v.•bich money orders may lK: 
exchanged with that couatry. a.ll countries enjoying recriprocal agreements with the 
contracting odministrarions, being privileged t(') llarticipate through the intennediary 
or the principnls. Fat' particulars see notice in newspapers or 16th December, 1903. 

(c) A rrangements made by Bd tish Cui:uut whh Surinal'n (Oulch Guiana) ror the interchange 
of ordinary <tnd iusurctl J)arccls IX>Sl parc.e.ls, a ll ndnl inislrations doing business with 
either- of 1he contracting p;trth::s being priviJegcd to particip3te 1hrough 1hc.ir inter­
mediary. The conditiol\$ are set out in Ga.zc:ue of 31St )Jarch 1aat. 

(d) Reduction by I he United States l,ost Office in the 1cale of commiu.ions charged on 
lnternationa.1 Money Orders. dr:"''" on cenain &l><:cified countries among which is 
Jamaica. The SC:llc ls now 8 cents fQt sums under S1o; to cents up to $20, advancing 
lhercaftet tat S cents for every SS up 10 the maxin1111l1 v f $100. (or which the comm is· 
sion is 50 cenlt. 

CtlNKRAL 

ss. No n:port on the transaction~ of 190J·4 would ~ cumplete without some refe.rence to 
the hutrica.ne of the 1 tth August last, which for a time p3r31ysed the machinery of the depart• 
ment, etpedally tbat appertaining to the telegraph branch. On rhe morning of the t2th Half· 
way Tree was tbe o nly distrkl office in communication with Klng:sto1t ; 0 11 tbe l3th Up-Park 
Camp was added and Port Royal and Stony Hill on th e t5th . By the 2181 or the month or 
within ten days commu1\icntion had been re•iorcd with :1 11 but si.x o ffices. and b)• the openil\g 
days of September work was in full U&leration at aiJ offices excep1 )tynle Bank, where the Jine 
was not replaced owing to local circumstances, until some time afterwards. 

The record is one of which reftects much credit on th~ aeveral Superintendents or Public 
\Vorks anct on the Superintendent of Telegraphs and his assistant$, and it 3ffords practical 
testimony of enetgy and devotion to duty. • 

S6. The offices a l 8owdcn . Manchio nenl n.ncl Rio Bucno were complete ly wrecked and the 
busines.s al Bo wden and at Rio Bueno is still carried on in temporar}r premises. Advantage: ia 
being taken of the demoli tion o f the Bowdc:n officet to arrange for its re-erection o n 1ht'! post roart 
and for the business or the Pon ).for.snt office bc.ing merged in that falling to Bowden. A special 
note of commendation must be made- of th~ devotion 10 duty on the pan of the derk$ ia charge 
or Bowden and Manchioneal reapectively, who in circuntStanccs of grave pt.l"'On:LI danger made 
every etTort for the preservation or the books and properties \mder their care. 

57· Nor was the general interruption of business without contri bution fron1lhct postal !itrvice, 
but aa in this service the disorganization consisted rather in dclnys rhan in actual Su$pcnsio n. h 
is difficult to summnri:r.e the effects o f the atonn within brief lhnit&. 
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sS. Mr. G. tL Pearce, Lhe late Postmaatcr, retired from Lhe public service in October last, after 
• service extending to 38 years, during whicb period he bore a large part in tbe building up or 
the department, and some idea of the scope and value of the labour perfom1ed will be gathered 
from a consideration of those portions of Lhis rcpon, in which I have sought to trace the growth of 
busine&s by ll\aking COm]>arisons at decennial periods. On laking up the reins or departmental 
adminish·ation my mission must ntccstutri ly be in the direction rather of dcvclopl'ncm thnn cx­
llansion, and in this there is much to be dono, beginning with the housing problem and consider· 
ing such <JUCstions as more rapid mail convcynnce by motor machines, telephone services, Ua ily 
posts, automa tic canceUcrs, &c. Some 110 doubt nltogcthcr unattainable while others arc barred 
l>y considerations of cost. 

59· Arrangements were made during the year for putting the bead office staff establishment­
auxiliary :tnd subordinate-on a proper rooting or organization without incurring additional 
cost, :md proposals have been submitted ror grading the district staff into definite cb.s.ses.. Some 
embarrassment to 1he administ:rution and hardship to individuals resulting from the present 
arrangement or fixing different rates of en1olument £or different offices according to in1portance, 
but these have been reserved for further consideration. 

6o. In closing this report 1 have to express my acknowledgments to Lhe whole ataffforthe spirit 
of loyalty in which I. an official stranger to the work and tbe workers, though in many ea*'"' not a 
personal one, have been n:ccived and for the rc.ady and cheerful assistance in ~u circumstances 
afforded me. 

I ha VC, CtC-, 

A. H. MlL£5, Postmaster for jamt~ica. 
The Hon. T he Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
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A.- Return showing the Gross Revenue und Ex-penditure or tbe l,oat and 
--- - - --

.. ,I' IU JMI lklld by Stamp Oommiuioner 

R~''' •;,( prin lt! letter box"" 

fH~~ for oon...-.,.-oo ul1uinte 1cu er IA."'}t• 

Ca·mmU.tiltns on lloney Oute,.. 

Ye· ' ror detention or COUtll ry lett.Jl't rJ<Jr packet fur delivo..-y lu 1\ i•lj(tlton 

Oommllll!ii(lll on mntl ootWb OO•IOOLitml'( 

Teles"'plo ..... P' told 

OI'Boi.U •elegr.,.~ 

X GO<: 0 1l 
::.t,S63 18 ~~ 

~.!13' s 

6~ 1:! " 
16 IG 0 

636 15 8 

:1 ~ u 

7 9 1 

fi!) I 10 u 

3· .. 1 11 Ill 

4 ,63! 16 ~ 

s 0 6 

:!7 lt .. 
OS l 8 3 li.l9& 12 IJ - - - --
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Telegraph Departnumt during the financial year ending 31s1 March~ 1904. 

S.l•rieo of lt&ft 
A.llow•oce ior ''"iON out. of o·fBoe boul'1 
\Vagee of torlen, le-Uu O&rriere, etc. 
Tolegnpb m-ag<n b .. d oflloe 

Do. di.Lriot of&Of'a 
Office aenanu 
Me~sengen to and (rom R.ihny and olea.ring pilln ltUer 

bor.ea ... 
Pttoht newspaper &Orlc.•" 
Me~~t'engers parcels ~t. olftoo 
Oleric~l a88is-t~tnoe 
Lettar C41TriCl'll Spaniab Town 
Salarie• of district POttm~tlt.eN and 'l'elegTB.ph ~lerke . 

Do. auziliary Tole~rarb Olerb ... 
Commia-ion o:f 1 o/o on .. ale- o tt&mp6 ••• 
He.mun.e-ration of of&cen of t'obltG Work& Oepartme.o&. iu 

cormection whb mail 11moe. 

Ornx:a Cu.uou-

111'111\'0lling cbnrg-H~ 
Mail bttgs &nd WrA[>pcr• 
DAted •tampa., eeala, elo. 
'L'win& and wu 
t•onv(!yance of le~te.r carrion by tram car 
:Manufacture o.f atampt sod pott cutb 
Stortt a.nd-m.a:oofactnre of ttlegr•ph a:La.mpe 
lll •n'lfae.ture of ~ta) cn-d11n 
lte.nt of poe:t offiCCB 
Sblp l~r grUu.itieo 
Un,fo1'1'WJ 
Winding clocks 
&ut of telephone 
Adnrtiaing 
Lighting 
Wlltl'lf IUI]lply 
Jte1)11\l'iug iu11trumeuta 
(~JCIUiing J"t.rinN 
PMfll~~IJ 
''•mtinge.neiet 
~'urnitu.re 
Taxa 
l"ortertge 

1',-i.woekly m•il• ou tu'-iu linea 
I)Aily '' " 
1'ri.weekly brancb e.ervioo 
Oaily •· 
Ouforel!-t<~eo expenJJM 
t:orvice& by Hailw"y 
tipeoial !Uil trains/or packet Upf'ftMi 
Convey=-nce of nu,il• between •littrict po .. t oflio. •ad 

.R.hw .. y ft:uiunJJ , 
Con,·6yanco uf ntail• ltel w•o geau!.ral jl06t. office wbar.-t_. 

and lt.ilw•y ... 
T,.ueit. r-•tn p.:ayabJe tu 1'0111"1 Union Countrie& other 

th~~on 1Jui1ed K.iugdvm 
Contributior. Wwrutl• 1helu1• vn tl:te WMt ln i& lloyal 

:M•il oontr.ot sorvice 

:1) •• cL 

6,002 0 9 
!18 18 10 
IKl! IS 9 
1 55 IS 7 
7H 1 I 

<18 6 0 

102 19 4 
U9 I 8 
61 7 9 

109 11 6 
102 8 0 

6.736 ' 11 
t43 12 6 
230 h 8 

199 0 0 

fit4 I I 2. 
92 6 !J 
2S 18 H 

16tJ i 1 
l OS 6 8 

:!,7-tu J.; G 
116 17 I 
:11;2 3 ll 

1,617 I~ 7 
I.O'J2 IG 8 

- 16 ~ 
7 10 0 

lZ s 0 
•>2 19 11 
4.5 IS 4 
7o 1 11! 
6! " 0 
40 6 ~ 

t 6 11 
668 16 0 
38 0 8 
52 17 • 

2;)6 ~ 1:! 

l,l67 0 0 
1.'127 7 7 

SM 9 G 
91~ 8 7 

u 5 ~ 
2,700 u 0 
z;s I 6 

2!8 13 10 

IOU 0 (I 

1.9 12 0 

:!. I 011 0 u 
- ·----

59o 

£ •. d. 

15,7-K> ~ 6 

18,7tiU 1• ( 

- - ---
£HUll IS g 



596 SUPP!JEMEN'l' TO !'liE J a MAWA GAZETTJi. (DEc. 8, 190<1.. 

B-MONEY ORDERS. 

U11ittd Ki_,rg,lom, 1.,u·b lllm"clA· 

~ P*-.l'"-hlo in .I •• ~ ,J,unniQII. l llli.Utl. ~~~yahlo iu . . 
.f •mmic• Inuo. ·-,.,. 5.~ J ilnl:oic.--. CO 

Jamai.:a. =·~ = c 
J~ OE 

O• .., 
~ 

Yct~r. -os Yt:Af'. ..,~ --.. . .. o" ·- a ~.9 
No. Amuunt.. No. ;\nmun~. 

1:'3 
No. .:\.Ul(!\.111\. ~o. :\_m()UII 1 •• &.~ S.t e¥ 2 ~ 

"' .. - --- - - - - - -- - -- -- ---- - - --
!' •. d. ;:. .. d. .( . . d. £ .. •1. .. '· d. £ .. .I. 

1!101-02 8,D6G 2~.331 13 l) I P G2 3,8!>0 • I 4.;3 I 7 • 191t1-U2 11 l l 17 11 3Gl l,l;1 1. 14 ' ij w (I 

100"1·03 10432 2~>100 u 3 1,064 3,667 13 6~8.; 13 I 11102-03 1;9 47 .. • 36U 1,:$;)8 10 4 6 I< , 
1003-414 9 ,787 24.,483 l l ~ 1,&14 4,ll2 8 7461 8 11 IOO:l-CM 17 2t; 18 0 361 1,261 13 • 1 8 H 

lbfi,ttl ·"1.4 fa 11/ Allllcti.cu T(fn«JJW 

l \I(JI - 1.12 2,{) \t2 0,138 " ;.j i 31 1,0:.:! Jt) !l J:-;j tO " 1!10 - •:! b 11 ~~ ,. 119 28l ,, I I 12 11 

lOO'J O"J 3,272 0,804 g ~ ~11)3 2.33& u; 2 1!}4 14 6 JOO'l-·3 G 2G IG 0 01 2-!b 11 :1 1 12 1l 

l~O:.J.-114 S,2Ji 8,1!;; 12 n a,a..-.s 3,611 2 9 184 7 11 100~4 1Z :;o 0 0 211fi 1!82 I U I " 2 • 1 

I Qmi"ion of Co ...I~ Brilisli Hon ~U)'a • • 

1001-'1•2 ~30 891 17 4 13<1 ~0 IU • 15 10 2 IOOJ .. 02 • 10 I 11 ill t8G" 16 0 1 0 6 

1011'4· 03 Zl8 t-22 14 1 

"1 '" • (I 14 0 " H!tl-2- 03 ' 23 14 0 •• 1« 11 :I 0 16 11 

tOO:s • 302 1,318 12 7 I G" .WO 0 4 20 s " 100:!-0 1 9 22 a • 811 142 " (I 19 Ht 

BritW. 011io n TriA idn.d. 

1001-0"l Il l 189 ll 8 114 1n8 13 3 16 ·I 1001-0~ so 72 6 • Ill 29"7 l 'l 1 2 8 1 

1002-1.13 113 181 If 6 141 :roG 19 7 3 1l I 100'!· 0:$ (7 lOG 9 s 1RU 30U 19 1 'l 19 1 

1903-0. 02 l'i:S 7 n 101 I Hi • I 3 6 8 1903-0 4 S:~ 21 ~ 6 11 22tJ IIJ!1 " • • 10 8 

}J(tt' 

"'M< 84'rm uolu,. 

1001 -02 r,r, a25 111 I 267 66G 12 2 g 7 6 · 11101-0S 11 :$(1 16 ft 232 449 2 • 2 9 7 

lll02-0S '!t;~ :JH 10 6 212: !144 5 101 9 2 a IIXI\l-113 8 IS 2 2 n74 1,162 9 1 " 8 I 

1903-04 ~2a 292 10 \) 2 191 3·18 6 2· 1 13 I 1003-04 20 70 .._ 10 305 ~J2 :s 2 • r. 11 

WuKlte~:ud cu •• L. 1mlri1] $f,:m(l, f:ltt.dd (;*!I' ·~-~·~ 

1001-02 104 173 1 10 310 681 5 1 5 :s • - 2 I 0 0 1 • 0 .. 0 J 11 

1002-03 149 233 s 0 ~ 688 IG ll 7ll • 
)003-11< 10\) 163 18 G 327 6U7 8 6 17 6 I 
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~ARC IlLS JlliClllVBO. 

Parcellf.. Import Duty. 

1901 190't- 1~3- 1001- 1902-- 1003-Frmn ~ 
- - - - .---+1-90-2. _~oos_. _~oo._. _ ':_ _~oos ___ · ·1--~oo_•_· ~--~90--:1-_'_~m __ ·:- ~902-toos. 1 903-19~~ 

U~it.t>d Kiogd11tn .• 
British We~~o' IudlOJ& 
OnHod Sf.Af.ol of 

AJne.riCII ... 
~n1iJJion ol Caua.da 
·rur-b t.lilod ••• 
Jlelhe 
~rtuud -

-

---· 
U DHed Kiu adott~. 
BriWllh W oat. l •)d,ic:& .•• 
Unitod St.t.o& of 

America ... 
D ominion ,.f u .... .w. 
Turk11 t.tun.l ... 
Harmud.A ... 

·-

--

£a. d. £,d., £a.d. 
64 63 63 I 11$3S 
"" 130 H7 330 

16.388 
3<)4 

17,4$1 
421 

2,2J';' 19 6 2,803 Hi U 2,G74 10 & 
~2ua 2157!'1 30oa 

371 449 212 
12 12 12 
~ .. 12 

2,176 
21< 
2'J 

4,916 
36< 
60 

2,2JO 
371 

Z2 

460HO 
19 L2 1 
0 7 lJ 

609 0 0 
16 "' 7 
0 12 6 

267 3 11 
·~ 16 9 2 1 3 

12 l2 "J's ·· ·64 ···.n ... 21 G" 6 to tii'n 1 •.• 1 o 
---------- - ----------- -

673 673 «9 14,1$8 2 1,19J 2(1,518 3,71(1 8 9 3,4.92 5 7 3,031 0 6 

Pos"-go ~«rpocl t,.o Jamal~ Do!!Ol.a.Nd \'AIUil of Pa.reeb. 

lflOt-1902. 1!)(12 .. 1003. 19QS . I90 • . 1001- 1902. 1002--t903. 1903-1904. 

- - - - - - -·--
. f .. d. £ .. d. ;£ .. d . £ •. d. .£ . . d. it •• d • 

510 G 0 312 1~ 8 ~6 I& 8 ,.,uo '" • 19~158 G 3 18,761 I • ... . .. 282 " 71 ·· ~ 
17 6 108 2 5 

. .. S.139 fo I 4,7U!l i~ 9 2,714 G 9 
4 11 s 10 10 "' 0 3 ·I 138 li 7 27G ll 0 349 H 2 ... .. 6 6 I ID 7 0 1& .. 6 .. . .. . .. '.rl • 3 OOH 7 8 2 I - --- - - - - ----- --------

3 14 17 8 32S 10 • « 3 0 0 17.703 13 ll j 24,&23 4 • 2'2p.50 18 3 

P ARCBJ..S OilS!' ATC!i£0. 

Oon&igoment.. P11.rcele. AcC'll'Ued to Jamaica. 

100!- 1902- 1003- 1901- 1902- '00.~ 1902. 1903. 190.. ~902. 1903. JUOt. IOOl-1902. 1902- 1903. 1905-19().1. 

-- ---------- -
£ .. d. £ .. d. £ •. d. 

.. 52 62 52 3,4SI S,S86 8,002 70 0 0 7< 15 0 67 19 • Onitt-d Kin~dom 
B •<it.iah Wo• lndio11 159 181i 17< 3~7 <70 ,;r,.:; 8 1 0 12 10 0 H. 18 0 
U••itc>d Statoa of A.moricn ~:: 10 49 48 I ,OHI l,U~7 1,1it ' • 8 0 6 68 19 6 62 " 6 
D"minion ot Ca.n.ad11. ... 11 17 ll U t 173 ~M I ~ 6 LO 3 15 71 " 11 6 
t'u.tt .. Iata.udA ... 12 ll 13 zoo I<S 141 0 0 • 3 2 0 s l& 0 
8erlf1Udll ... 9 11 l2 24 47 "' 0 0 • 1 s 8 2 2 • -- -··- ------· - - - - - ---

202 326 310 il,21G &,.W. 6,S:l:'. 12 . 12 0 164 6 Oi 14.6 0 8 

Ueelared value of l'altcela. 

- I 1001-1902 . 1!102-1903. 1905-190~ 

. --
.£ •• d. £ .. d. £. .. d • 

UnHod Kingdom .... . .. 3,363 10 LOt 2.815 17 Ill 3,300 13 4j 
6rit.i1h Weat lndiea ... ... 4S9 2 r, :1116 fo 7 6'21. 1 e 
Ooit.ed S&1otes of Atnerict~ ... . .. 347 12 5 3:11 18 Gj 272 7 Oj 
Domin icm of Ca.uadl' ... . .. •o 8 11 91 13 8 lJ(} LO s 
Turluh1ands ... ... 213 17 101 12fi 2 " 17~ 18 0 
.&rmud• ... ... JU • 3 37 17 9 HO 6 Ill --------

4,tJ7 lG 01 3,800 I G ,, 4,578 3 11 
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D.-Retnrllllhowit14C the 11•mber ••f T.,l~rapllic Me~gee eent frutu, and received atJ, e:\C.h t.ele~'l'Aph at.alion frutu Ill. 
April, t()(X),, t ' at..i. ,MMCh,t.oot, .. (ll»npU.r~ '4'iLb return frum l•l A.prit t0J2 tQ .Jh~ Abrcb, 1003. 

Kiugttol\ 
Myrtle Ba.l'k 
Sp-~~onhh 'fq•u 
Bog W~l\: 
Lir+stead 
Ewartoh 
Mooe.go• 
Cli\rcmout. 
St.. Atu.'• Ul'y 
Runaway &y 
D17 Sn.rbour 
B.ro1w'' Towrc 
CaYe Valley 
Stewart '(' .. wtJ 

UJ~ler Spring 
Hio Sucuo 
Quncu.nt 
F ... tmout.b 
ltl()bl.efCO Hay 
..8.1u11blo 
Luc . .'~A 
Oret-n bla.JI<l 
Granav Rm 
s ..... lll•lthr 
Whit.o fiOUI'C 
Hla.ck Niver 
f,l \ddle Quarter. 
Snnlu. C"rn• 
M~alVCI'II 
MaudovUiu 
Newp •rt 
.-sbu<>ter'a Hill 
Milt. Gully 
Uabol""" 
Cbria-t-bmn. 
P<~rtu 
~lny Po-~1 
CbapGlton 
AJJey 
sl'h Rive" 
M•lk ltin:r 
Pratvillt! 
Old lhtbou.r 
V~~olla.lts 
Mon.nL B11.y 
U M. Valloy 
1'rinit.y 9"i1Ju 
Porl Moraot. 
JW•den 
B•th 
:P. 0. Rive.­
MancbioJ•ell 
B«:,or't IU\•or 
Y, M. Rivtr 
Por• A••tou•o 
'I·itdtfi6ld 
a • .., u., 
Bull' Bny 
Attl!Ott.o &y 
l:iigbgat.e 
i>ur, Ml•ria 
Or11(:;1~1111a 
ltet.r~t. 

Gaylo 
Ocho Riot 
Port lto1al 
U'p·po.rk Camp 
B&lf-w•y Tree 
Oooatant. Spring 
Gcmlon To• n 
Ne'lf' C..llo 
Ou"eton 
~tony am 
Hailwl')' 
St.. )Jgh. &.y 

a.1u 

'l'o\ol 

tat .April, L9 2, t(l 31at. 
March, J903. 

1~Mea~& itell4Agoe 
&-.n. ReceiTed. 

... • 

~ I 
. .. 1 

••• 1 

· I 
... 1 

• I 

"I 

' ' I 

... ... 1 

... 1 

:tlJ, I2oJ 
1,376 
2,1J,IQ 

770 
6(17 
.67 
803 
408 

h,O~•!l 
89it 
74'1 

1,7fo2 
2$!) 
lil 
'.447 
63~ 
1!.12 

2,_2G1 
n.4. 6 

Qtl!:• 
2,2 11 

3.18 
:.21 

2,98! 
11'1 

1,03:S 
4 3 1 
.os 
710 

2,711 
~7 
6JI 
:.ws 
000 
300 
8$0 
O·U 

1,:)8.-'1 
':'17 
Hi1t 
::1(12 
2 1:1 
65'l 
2:f:O 

~1h5 

'"8 
2!$3 

~~· l)ij( 
1>0<1 
3~1.1 

612 

320 
9,!i.2A 

&09 
240 
670 

2,tH8 
39) 

a,!JD7 
!IQ8 
409 
273 

1,(}.10 
YU9 ••o 
406 
92< 
12!) 
1:.8 
li I 
110 

•2,SO:S 
lOt 

t2 

2o,oaa 
7 1& 

2,148 
791 
047 
4.$6 
~0 
451 

"·8?·· "36 
811'J 

1 ,8~0 

~'43 
215 
:Silt 
7.~& 

'i' I:J 
2,-t•t 
6,017 

61/9 
'/,21)1} 

;J!i~ ,g, 
2,61::0 

168 .. ,.~· 
·~·'{) 
422 
7t') 

•i 07~ 
-· .. 11 

ti2 1 
w, 
n;4 
oli'i 
7 15 

I ,\U11 
J.lR!J 

718 
17~ 
<~a!J 

2:SO 
7 10 
2'1$ 

l ,t•~ 
:m 
S23 
~0 • ., .. 
612 
33• 
4111 

341 
8,11'.4 

404 
212 
M2 

'} •l l! -··iV4 
•.26• nuu 

:.!94 
329 
002 
926 
7ot6 
828 
74C 
'217 
170 
187 
182 

2,42!i 
123 

22 

li03-J004, 

11-
Scnt. 

~H,l:i82 
1,007 
Z,tZO 

681 
Gl;3 

<M 
666 
994 

4,ll2 
'j'~ 

629 
1,41.4 

:H8 
Ji 2 
'!•IU 
<&:(:t 
tU-4 

2 ~GK 
n:\•Ot> ·r..u 
2~21 ·.-n 

39l 
3,t~4a 

l'iU 
1,1101 

466 
:~47 
6:Ji> 

t ,4111' 
32!1 
ii•.O 
m 
j;!t; 

Hi 
O<>Ol 
976 

I ,l3.'t 
o72 

~~· l77 
7 18 
211 

•:1:14 ..... 26 
18.;1 

'"" ,.;o 
468 
:$15 
622 
2t 

2&1 
7,709 

68;l 
:t.&G 
ij .. l) 

1 ,U0~1 
:li>li 

ti17 HI 
6it 
36:.1· 
006 
~16 

1,108 
6:10 
004. 
il o 
187 
14.$ 
l<l5 
110 

2,763 

t5,U7 
00<1 

2,280 
665 
812 
<2'J 
93• 
.w7 

SJNi 
631 
615 

J,o::.n 
:J••O 
li'i 
:WI 
••'.t 
jl)ol(t 

2,1)11 
!t,~l() I 

6 'tl ..... 
483 
.u; • 

:;,,.M) 
2Jl 

t,tn:s 
it4i7 
367 
660 

:!,7u8 ,,. 
681 
>'8 
1·00 
Pot. 
6 Ktf 

I,•J~ 
t,21!; 

b$9 
u;. 

31i7 
2(1' 
811 
;'/10 

3,• .. t2 
J:H. 
1•16 
:s111 
200 
481 
aau 
415 
2·1 

2i!l 
e.~ 

418 
:!tJjl 
651 

I ,848 
$:.t'l 

:s.•~l:l() 
1)8 .. 

362 
380 
868 
UilO 
746 
0$9 
691 
271 
180 
214j 
168 

2,4-32 

1); ,:;1.1\i - -o, ,~OG ( 

Remarks. 

Do. tlo 

o... do. 
Dv. d·•. 

O oJ. rln. 

Oo. tltJ. 

Do). tl••. 

Do. do. 

Tr:\t•3mittlujt 1<1-allqu, 
~)peued ttt.ft .J1w. 'O.s. 

Oo. d"' 

CIOt.:d 6tb J•u _.03, triLutlerred "ll railway. 
Opened 6ih t.o 1 Hh Feb.1 l903, 
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Colonial Secretary's Office, 27th June, 1904. 

THE ACTING GoVERNOR directs the publication, for general information, of the following 
Annual ReJ)ort of the transactions of the laland Record Office for the year ended JUt Mareh, 

last. 

By command, 

11. Ct..ARENCB BOURNS. Colonial Secretary. 

T() Hi• J.'~ull1nrv tit~ A.tJtiug Oottr,or. 

May it please Your Excel lency: 

1 have the honour to present a report of the transactions of the Island Record Office for the 
year ended 31st March, 1904· 

2. In the year under report 2,037 documents were passed in for record. showing an inCft:u.e 
or 2 t t ovu the preceding year. 

The following table $how:s the increase and decre-a&.e under each description or document 
for the htsl three years. The marked increase under 11 patents" arose from gy-ant' of land to the 
Wctt India ln\fH'Ovement Company and 10 But lndi:an Immigrants wbo decided to seule in the 
island. "Conveyances'' show an increase of 161 and ••mongages" of 6s. 

3· Under the Hurricane Loans ~aw, 47 of 1903, reeeiJ)tS given for loans arc required 10 be 
lodged And kept in the Island Record Office, such documents being indexed as mortgages nfl'ect­
h\g the lund mentioned therein. Up to JUt March last 1,460 receipts had lhus ht:t;n r...-«:ivcd for 
record and indexed. 

V t ar. 

19ttl- 190.! 
JllO'l-1!111~ 
ll~- ll•Oot 

Documents recotdcd dud.,!( che yettrs l 90I~02 to 1903-·.04. 

" 8 
IG6 

,. 

72 1 
~2 
~G 

IH 

!i 
~ .S 'rutal. 

1 

IJK)8-IUU4 - Rf!OI"ipta under tbc Rurrie1m& J,flllnlt IJr~w. <47 of Jl)()3, rooeivcd. nnd indexed"' 
Mol'tgttgE'$, tn :-tOOOl'dnnoo w\U1 Sootlou 8 1,4.60 

4· Wh ile the Record Office is really oue of nttenduncc for, transacting business, involving 
the: examinntion there or each documc;nt tcndcrecl for record as to its character and auflicicncy or 
stamping, taxing it for record rees., &c., the dcpO.rtrnenL (ncilitates in eve.ry way the tt:tnsaction of 
such business by pos·L In recent time& there has been increolSed resort to the service5of the office, 
only a very few solicitors now giving a personal attendance, or employing agents for the purpose. 
The regiltered correspondence of tbe office h:a.s been aa follows :--

1901 

1902 

t903 

1,333 

1,460 

t,S;8 

As in many cases a correspondence is conducted under one regist.ra1ion number, 1he fore. 
going figure:& fail to represent Lhe a(.-tual extent of correspondence by at lea-st .zs per cen1. 

The mnncy transactions irl the year numbered 2,124. 
S· The revenue of the department for the year was £1,402 t 3S. 2d., the total for the previous 

year having been £1,248 145. Jd. The receipts for tho post two years were brought to account 
und~r t ile rollowinfS heads ;-
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Statement of revenue for the years t902-03 and 1903-04. 

1902- 3. 1903- 4· 
Fee$ for Reglst.ration, &c. 

, " Office Copies 
,, Recording with Ex-pedition 

Entering Satisfa.ction!!> 
Searches 

" 

Stan'lps on Receipts 
, " Office Copies 

£908 15 
32 14 
Jl 0 
37 16 
42 16 

£ 1,053 2 

178 16 
16 13 

£ 195 9 

6 £1,064 19 
6 22 4 
0 22 10 
0 Jl 6 
0 49 11 

0 1,190 !! 

0 20i 10 
0 10 I2 

0 212 2 

6. The cost of up-keep of the department for the year was as follows:-

Statement or Expenditure for 1903- 4-

Stafr salaries 
Copyists' earnings 
Servants' wages, contingencies, &c. 

£478 10 0 
203 7 I 

64 18 2 

8 
6 
0 
0 
0 

2 

0 
0 

0 

7· During the year a large room on t.hc groundwfloor of the Record Office has been recon­
structed anrl rendered fire-proof by the Public Works Department. [n this apartmen t the most 
valuable o f the islnnd records are now stored, and their safety no longer depends a ltogether upon 
the efficiency or otherwise of the Spanish Town fire appliances. 

S. P. SMEETON, Deputy Keeper of the Records. 

Svrtnish Town, f u h June, ICJ04. 
1 have the honour io certify to your E xcellency that this report is made by the Deputy Kcei>Cr 

of the Records under my direction pursuant to the Statute. 

June, 1904. 

H. R. PIPON SCHOOLES, 

Acting Chief Justice and Keeper of the Records. 


