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New S8eries—Vor. XXV, THURBDAY, AUGUST 7, 1902, No, 12.

Colemial Secretary’s (Mlice, 29th May, 1002,

Goveawor directs the publication, for gonernl information, of the following Report by the
Stamp Commissioner of the Stamp Dopartment for the fineocial yesr ended 31st Murch, 1902,

By commmnd,
fymugy Onrvimm,
Uosloninl Seeretary.
Btamp (Mhce, 23rd May, 1002,
Bin,
T have the honour to forward the annual Heport of the Stamp Depertioent for the fuancial year
ended 31st March, 1802,
2, The Cash Teesipts for the yenr amounted to £24167 % 104, being £3267
more thun the Tetimate of £20,900,
3. The ennexed statement marked * A, shows the nggrerate aullections durimg 1901-18062 ts have
been £4,740 26, #d in exvess of those of the previous years, und £5,614 24 87 above the avemge for
the last thres yesis.

10d.

HER

A —Btatament showing aopropsts colleotions on gocount of Stamp Bavenus dociug the padt thros vours. -
from 1EHO.F000 tn 1H01-11H12,

l Composition il by | | - Pubaidy |
Bnlos by [Colovial and Nowva Heo-| Stagp Dy | |
Bramp Office tin Bankaon aversge | collected  fHrom Gene-)
Year. Conntry Dies | Cironlation of Notes. throogh Tesi- Tatal,
Wingston. =L _ | dlowt Mugis- | ral Post
tributors, trate's Court, |
Cipenlofion, Duty Faid. | Cifice,
£ u £ & £ £ =4 £ w | A -
18991900 | 15,148 17 0 {1,280 7 & | 160,146 |151% © (4 i 1,170 17065 & @
1a00-1901 | 180907 17 4 1,518 10 Ili 30,788 | LE0E 5 O 522 13 10 ] 18437 T 1}
19011902 | IBTSG 9 9 |1,141 4 4 | 160423 L6005 O O 495 1% @ 1.170 L3167 B 10

=

4. The analysis of the Cush Receipts for Stumps imy d ot this office during the past vear vom-
pared with two preceding yeurs, 15 shown in the :mnnx.uJ Hiatement marked =T
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B.—The Analysis of the Ossh Heceipts for Stamps impressed at this Ofice during 1901-1902, aa compared
with the two preceding yenrs.

—

Uomparison betwean He-
oceipte of the last two
finangial yonrs.
Docoments Stemped, 18991900, 1900- 1901, 18011802,
Incresas, Decroans,
£ 5 d & 4 &l & pot| & ol FomoA
Conveyanioss 1,074 18 8 1206 14 10 | 1,328 7 @ 22 12 11
Disgrams 68 12 0 46 16 0 49 10 0 114 0
Mortgnies 556 5 Gff 269 T 4| sy o3| 7316 6
Lisases e 91 14 0 9017 0 B4.19 © | 518
Batilaments B5 18 & 53 1T 1 61 12 & 715 &
Foreign Bills of Exchange .| 1,767 10 2| 1,14% 8 0| 1,090 & 11 6817 1
Inland Bills of Exehange ... 606 & & 5786 8 B 506 7 4 T 2 8
Forvign Kille of Lading 486 9 9 B0 B 4 BoE 1 4 94 13 0
Ooastwize Dills of Lading 0 T B 235 16 3 98 19 10 ad 3 7
Heceipts O 24 &6 9 HE T [ ‘e 116 2
Buprame Court Fees 479 13 8 651 15 8 483 & 68 T &
Frobata Daty .| L9988 B 7 2988 12 6 | 6857 10 10 (4568 18 & |
Iagiug Duiy 1548 T B 1,915 18 11 | 208 18 B 164 2 4
Fire Falicien 1 e 18 0 25 0 6 Hed BT 158 & 1/
Life Policies 48 B @ 61 f 0 T .2 0] 2416 v
Marine Policies o 21011 60 16 B GE 13 4 | 4+ 8 4
Powers of Atlomiey bt T 198 & 0O 18 14 0 14 2 4
Marrigge Liceuses 3 0 0] 50 0 0 wou 0| 20 0 0
Rank cﬂqua Books 967 711 W8 810 B & 4| 1T W 0
Ordere at Bight AR T | 12 3 B 4 2 3 8 1 6
Diesds not otherwire chargad .. 180 16 O 162 12 & 165 16 8 | 584 3|
Chnrter Farlics 1L o 5 6 0 - I i}l - 3 50
Articles of Oo-partnership .. 28 00 0 115 0 16 18 o 2 60
Bonds 20 6 9 200 2 @ 230 | 17 2 0
Agresmentn Tk B 62 14 3 45 18 6 e 7 B
Batigfaciions on Mortgepes 18 & O 165 17 & 15 8 i o1 &
Notarial Cartificates o 10 8 @ 18 0 L 5 T A 1 8 &
Paper stamphon offiee Dopies 311 7 4% 19 6 w2 o3 23 17 3
Articles ef Clorkebips 400 0O 0O 10 0 0 W O 0| &0 O D
Asgignments of Articles 3 11w 110 @
Burveyors Notices 410 0 550 I o 2 % 0
Patants of Tnventions 26 15 0 a0 0 24 15 o | T 5 0
Registration of Debentares |, 83 8 0 15 &5 § o Y O Y 6 .
Bank Livensa 150 0 0 18 0 0 (R TR : |
Privale Bills o G 0 0 - }
Admigsivn of Barrisiors ) 0.0 e
Admission of Bolicitors 2 300 0 o 300 0 0 G000 O 200 0 0
Artioles to Land surveyora |, a0 oo 2.0 0 a2 00
Commisaiin s& Land Surveyore 1 a0 682 0 O 1 010 1 61 0 O
Declarstions Medical Law & 00 3 00 da 00
Uertificates " - .00 i 0.0
Publis Wotaries Commisaions ., e 00 3.0 0
Lettars of Preferencs E 18 w0 0 4 0 0 & 0 0
Oertifieaten B 8 8 o2 o9 T I8 B 2 3 & 3§
Probate Pupers 2548 B 66 16 T $E 2 W 28 13 10
Accident Policies 4 B8 B8 L & & o BB 01 0
Pssports e L1 T 2610 0 " o0 a8 1216 0
Transfor of Shares | 630 3 758 6 118 7 &) 111 4 &
Blank Pipors. &o, 4T 18 23 11 14 11 141+ © - i R |
Letters ol Noturilizntion L g 00 -0 0 10 0 4 : 12 0 0
Sucossaion Duty | &8 @ 0| L35 2 3| el I810 B8 0 &
Momorsadun of Association .. Wil w o| 10110 0
Transfer of Debeuturas on Sal 1 IB-4-0 18-85 0
Voting Papera =z 1 8 4 1 8 4
Total cl IEI48 1T 0 | 18007 1V 4 [18TAE O W |5801 3 2| 58109
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6, Treating of the more im t fuctustions shown in the preceding Statement thers
marked docrenses under the houils = = T

Pareign Rills of Exchauge e £58 17 1
Tnlund ditte e W 2 3
Bupreme Court Foes g & 7 &
Power of Attorney i 412 0
Murringe Licenses s 80 0 0
Bonds - - 177 9 0
Apreements Lo o 17 0 8
Paper Stamps on Office oo WIT 8
Commission a8 Land Surveyors o 61 0 0
Probate Papers i 28 13 10
Pasaports e et 1210 0
Letters of Naturalization o 12 0 0
Succosson Duty - 328 3 o
while the following show increases :(—
Conveyanoes R e z21an
Mortgages - = Til16 6
Foreign Bills of Lading - 8413 0
Constwise datto i 68 3 T
Probate Duty . s 4668 18 &
Laguoy Dty 5 ” 164 2 4
Fire Policies ; 158 6 1
Life Policies i 24 16 0
Bunk Cheque Books u 1T 16 &
Dieeids ot otherwise Charged : 53 4 3%
Artioles of Clorkehip s 8 0 O
Registration of Debentures e 6213 6
Ademission of Bolicitors i 200 0 0O
Transfer of Bhares e 11 4 9
Memorandum of Assceiation . 101 10 O
Travafer of Debentures on Sale L 13 5 0

6. There has been 5 falling off by £48 17s. 14 from the Duty on Foreign Bills of Exchange, but [
ﬂp“rﬂﬁkumﬂnﬂm’ icaling any restriction on business and this view i3, I think borne out by the
fact that hlwmhrﬁlﬁnﬂhnﬂhdm‘lﬂ-hhhl ink indicates that
the interchange «f Commodities enables some Merchants to di with the use of Bills of Exchange
and by means of Contra Accounts adjust their ive 1 i Im this way I
in Bills of Exchange may be sccounted fur, and which ax I have pointad out does not indicate resiric-
tion in business but rather the contrury. Besides this thero has been s invroase in Exports
which also serves o secount for the advance in rocaipis for duty vn Bills of Lading.

7. With regard to the diminution in ressipts for Inlund Bills of Exchange (Accoptandes, Promis-
wory Motes, &e,) this is purely local, and to o lirge oxtent mesne Capital shy of borrowera—the Banks
hold their hands even to their old oustomons, and this (o due to a fecling of apprebensivenass, lost in
the general uwakening that s eortainly taking placs, some who were once thought stable muy net be
uble to meat their liabilities.

This points to an under curront of uocorliinty pervading the country which I ghould be glad to
ot ended.

Il.Itwi]lhunmtwlﬂm.thmhuhunlduumbyilﬂﬂh.inlhnﬂhftp[htynﬂnnd-,m
previous years rectipts amounted to £200 2 6 a8 compared with the collections of this financial year of
£33 Os. tid. This merked decrenssis dus to the fact that all Bailills sppointed by the saverel Colleciors
of Revenue, and (Hficers holding tions undor Parcchial Boards were ealled o to Stamp the Bouds,
and this was carried inro effect during the provioas fnancial year, and accoun-s for the un-

#. The Death Duiies which comprise Probate, Legucy and Succession Duties form the most impor-
tant femiure of Bevenue Puchate Dty

The collections this fuancial in prescnt 8 notable contrast to the receipts derived
[mmlhiimmi‘upmtiou;ﬂn’:rillhntuhjlhfﬂlhl&a?mlﬂlhﬂddﬂ.ﬂm
which pass under lh&;ﬁiﬂﬁdhﬂwhﬂwumhﬂm,ﬂll 7o 84 and from which

the Bevenue derived ihe unprocedented sum of £6,857 10w, 104,
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10, This large incresse over the reeaiptsof previous years is to be socounted for by ong lorge Estate

Ehiel: pmg Probate Duty on persoonlty vilued at £165,850 and which yielded to the Genersl Bevenas
4,675 108

11. After dedueting this nnosunl amount from the gross total for the purpose of comparisan with
the previous reeeipts, T find that £2,182 0z 10d. was o d wnd which was £106 11s 7d. less than
the receipts for the last finpncial year,

This amount is inapprecisble snd under the circumstences the normal collection has, T sobmit,
bean wall mnuintained.

12. The Duty refunded under this head of Revemue during this Gnaneial year amountod to £446
178, 1d.

13, In the several Reaidant Magistrate®s Court the roceipts from Probote Duty are vory small nearly
ull the persunud Estotes baing for snms under £100, and nre in consequence ool linbie to Stamp Doy
but to certain Conel Fees,

In cases however, in which the resl ind personul estate fogethor sre nbove £100, there iz o scalae
of chorgos other than Probate Buty from which Btwump Duty Hevenus derives a profit of betwesn
£300 and £400 por annom,

During the year under veviaw some of the Clorks of the Residont Magistrates lost sight of this
tariff in asaessing tho olaing of the Hevenne but this emission wis diobo by the Officer in thia De-
partment, speoi entrusted with the investigation of elnims in respect of Dieat Duties, and T am elad
to say that the Bivmu{: b suffersd no losa a5 nearly all the parties concerned have paid in the de-
feiency.

14. Legaey Duty—1I hove to report that from this source the Revenue banefitted to the extant of
£2,070 185 S being 670 18 8 more than the swount Bstimated for the year and £164 25 44, in
advance of the receipts of the provious year, snd is an ineresse on any of the colleations of the Lust
thires yenrs.

18, The totel value of the property which sctroed to the sevorml boneficinries amonnted to £76,951
4z 114,

I was not withoat hope during the year that Legacy Doty wonld have yieldad o larger sum and
this would hsve been vealized if it hod boen found poesiblo to settln cortuin outstanding questions on
which depend the coflection of this duty.

16. Sacesssion Duby—The value of property on which Suceession Doty waa sollected nmounted to
£32,207 which yielded to the Revenne £524 184 104 being a difference of £1,175 1. 2, between the
proount eatimated and that eolleoted, and s falling off of £328 34 6d compared with the reoeipts of last
year, but T am in o position o state that if it bed been found possible to coms to an uoderstanding ot
wn carly date with Suceessors to Iteal property ns Lo the value on whidh l]qu-.r ahould be nssessed the
receipts this year would hove m:ruiﬂuruﬁt}r exoeedod wny provious vears sollestions,

17. The collection of this item of Stamp Revenue cotails considerable correspondenee, besides the
inspection ond eongiderntion of reports on properties. 1 am glod to report that 1 15 becoming more
generally known that all ssocessions to property Heal as woll s Porsonal whether the tithe be under
sottlement or will Ly dessent, intestacy or survivorship are lioble to duty, except where the succossion
is devised ton surviving spouse, being o susoessor of bis or hor deconsed spouse, in smeh eases tharo i
an exempiion from Btamp Duty, but T still think there i oomsiderable property which through the
axpiry o life intorests creatod by Settloments, &e, eomos ints the prissaasian of parsnns who though
Linble to duty have not settled with the Government. This alse happens in the ¢nse of Wille not
proved, it is well to bear in mind that these Successvrs who do not puy Puby after thi ¥ come into pos-
aessiom ave Luble to sonsiderable penalties when they come to pay duty:

18, The netual 1etal reesipts from Death Dutios smounted to £9, 762, and if to this i added the
duties reecived from Gronts throngh the Resident Magistrares' Qouets it will be abaseved that fally
£10,000 hos boen roeeived,

19. Tn connection with the above purmegraph, I would beiog uoder the notice of the Guvernment
the udvantage to the revenne of continuing b srsign the fnvesiigation of thée Death Duties eolloctable
tu an officer speciilly chorged with the protection of this branch of the revenus,

20. 1 pan glad tn be able to record my sppresiation of the wilmirable spint o whieh all my anrlu-
putions for revenue have been received. 1 hive endeavearsd o ostablish mutaal goid relutions with
pll those with whem I have beon bronght into contael and neither in sorrmpondonce or in suy other
pezmoch has thire Been atherwize than the best of feeling on both sides und T have bevu able to do thia
mr,ﬂ_ the smme time, T trost, suécessfully administer the 3omp Doty Laws, and if iv i bornae in
mind that zome of the work connected with the Legicy snd Snecosston [hity Luws has beon necsssaril
inguisitional in sharuster and thet too in ite worse semse, from the Fegt that unquir;r has o bs made
into the degres of mm:uiuiuil.y of the party inheriting to the pariy bequesthing, it is gratifying to
T able to report thut this hos been socomplished without Frickion.

2y, Tt affords me groat plensure Lo place on record the ready oo-operntion T have received from
gome members of the legal profession in pointing ouk to their clionts their hability to pay duty, The
pul:l“! reposas confideses on their legal ndvisers dnd these Solivitors who have seted wp to the vengr-
tle traditions of their profession have beew good friemds to their clionts, whilst others bave proved
stumbling hlocks,

92, Recently the Governor has issued to the Magistraey a Oard containing o list of Stamp Duties
Wnbll i the several clussen of Deeds frequently brought befors them to be probated. This enubles
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the Magiviratos to julori partics of the amonnt of Stamp Duties payable, and iz an arrongement which
it i hopod will be found useful in providing correct informstion to that birge class who are not cog-
nisant of theso motters, and who on being mede acquuinted with their labilities to the revenus will no
doubt immedintely scek to dischorge them and be thereby saved from penaltios.

3. In order to facilitate the proving of Wills or oblaining Lettars of Administration the Res-
dent Magistrates’ Coarts Offices ave provided with printed forms which will be supplied free of cost.
"This will enable parties interested in the proving of Wills to obtuin Probute or Letters of Administra-
tion without trowble sapecially us the Oourt Fees are smull,

24, The following fpures show the Bank circulition of notes, and the duty paid therson, during
the puat three years.

Clireulation. Dhuty Paid.
1869-1800 £161,145 0 0 £1,4612 o 0
1ed0-1801 13736 0 0 1308 & 0O
1901-1902 o422 0 0 LGds 0 0

25, The Btook of Adhesive Judicial Stamps, Hmbossed, Postage, Telegraph Stamps, Nawapaper
Wrappers, Postul Orders and Fost Cards, on hand on 31st Maroh, 1902 was :—

Judicial Stamps L7498 0 0
Embossed  do. i AT460 16 0
Postage  do i d2a3d4a 2 T
Telegraph do, s 338 0 0
Telegraph Forms itk 480 o 0
Newspaper Wrappers e 408 4 7
Pogtal Orders e 230,627 10 ©
Poet Carda (S8ingle) 231 0 13
Post Ourds (Tteply) Bl 18 0

26. In conclusion I have to express my apprecistion of the general services vendered to me by
the Stafl of this Depastment. e
vi, olo.,

E. Jomnax Awvamws, Stamp Commissioner.
The Honouralle The Colonial Secrotary,
Kingston,



