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Secretary’s Office, .
1891. I

Colonial

No 423.— (2) 2lst September,

OTICE is hereby given that under the powers J

conferred by Sub-Section A of Seciion 6 of the

Main Road Law, No. 41 of 1887, and for the pur-

poses of Law 17 of 1890, the Major-General ad-

ministering the Government has added the under
mentioned Road in the Parish of Manchester to the

Schedule of Main Roads annexed to Law 41 of 1887,

namely. :—

The Parochial Road from the Main Road at the
Rectory, Mandeville, by Bloomfield, Marshall’'s Pen
nd Somerset Gate, to the Main Road at Pattens
Shop Mile Gully.

N 427. 23rd September, 1891.
compliance with Instructions received from
the Secretary of State for the Colonics, the

Major-General administering the Government
drects the publication, for general information, of
tefollowing Imperial Act relating to Mail Ships.

By Command,
J. Ai.lwood,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Chapter 31.
in Act to enable Her Majesty in Council to carry into
effect Conventions which may be made with Foreign

Countries respecting Ships engaged in Postal Ser-

vice.

[ 21st July, 18Q1.~\

E it enacted by the Queen’s mostExcelle it Majesty,
B by and with the advice and consent of the Lords
Siritel and ‘lemporal, and Commons, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
me, as follows :

1—(1.) Where Her Majesty the Queen lias made a
Conventtion with a Foreign State respecting' the postal
twice between such Foreign State and the United
Kingdom or respecting the privileges of mail ships,
tatis to say, ships engaged in any postal service of
irh Foreign State or of any part of Her Majesty’s
lomiuiors, it shall be lawful for Her Majesty in Coun-
titborder that this Act shall, and this Act shall accnrd-
irdy, subject to any conditions, exceptions, and qualifi-
ttias contained in the Order, apply, during the con-
tinene of the Order, as regards such Convention and
Fadgh State, and the postal service and mail ships des- i
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cribed in the Convention; and where by virtue of any
such Order this Act or any section thei'eof applies as
regards any Convention, Foreign State, postal service,
or mail ship, the same is in this Act referred to as a Con-
vention, Foreign State, postal service, or mail ship to
which this Act or section applies.

(2.)- The Order shall recite or embody the terms of
the Convention, and may be varied or revoked by
but shall not continue in force for
my longer period than the Convention.

(3.) Every Order in Council under this Act shall bo
laid before both Houses of Parliament forthwith after
it is made, or, if Parliament be not then sitting, after
the then next meeting of Parliament, and shall also be
notified in the London Gazette and published under the
authority of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

2.— (2.) Where this section applies to a convention
with a Foreign State, the master of a British mail ship
to which this section applies when carrying mails to or
from any port of the United Kingdom, shall not, nor
shall any person on board the ship, whether a passenger
or belonging to the ship or any other person, convey
in the ship for delivery to another person in the Foreign
State or United Kingdom, as the case may be, any let-
ter. other than the letters contained in mail bags en-
trusted to the master by a postal officer of the United
Kingdom or of any Foreign State, or than the des-
patches sent by the Government either of the United
Kingdom or of any Foreign State.

(2.) If a person on board such ship acts in contra-
vention ot this section, or refuses or fails on demand
to give up to a postal officer, or, if such person is not
the master, to the master, any letter so conveyed by
him, he shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a
tine not exceeding five pounds.

(3.) It shall be the duty of the master of the ship
to secure the observance of this section by all persons
on board the ship, and to inform the proper authorities
at the port at which the ship arrives of any breach of
this section by any of those persons, and if he wilfully
fails to perform that duty ho shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding five pounds.

(4.) Provided that a person shall not be liable under
this section to a fine for any offence for which he has
been punished by the law of the Foreign State.

(5.) Nothing in this section shall apply to any let-
ters which if sent from the United Kingdom would be
exempted from the exclusive privilege of the Post-
master-General under the Act of the session of the
seventh year of King William the Fourth and the first
of Her present Majesty, chapter thirty-three, intituled
“ An Act, for the management of the Post Office.”

3.— (1.) Where the .owner of any ships, British or
foreign, applies to the High Court in England, and

(a) producesa certificate of a Secretary of State that
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such owner is subsidised for the execution of
any postal service within the meaning of a Con-
vention with a Foreign State to which this Act
applies, by reason of receiving from the Foreign
State, or from the Government of the United
Kingdom or of a British possession, abona fide
subsidy for the postal service mentioned in the
certificate, and

(6.) produces sufficient evidence of the nature of the
said service and the number of and the prescribed
particulars respecting the ships engaged therein,
and,

(c.) gives notice of the application to the Board of
Trade,

the High Court, after hearing the owner, and the Board
of Trade if they wish to be heard, shall fix the nature
and amount of the security which the owner ought to
place under the control of the court for the purposes
of this Act as respects the ships engaged in that postal
service, and fix the maximum number and tonnage of the
ships to which the security is to apply.

(2.) The security shall be the bond of the owner
guaranteed either—

(a.) by the personal security of a surety, accom-
panied by an adequate real security given by
the surety ; or,

(b.) by the payment or transfer into court of cash,

e or of security of the Government of the United
Kingdom.

(3.) If the owner gives such security to the satisfac-
tion of the High Court, then so long as the security is
maintained and is sufficient to the satisfaction of the
Court, and the number and tonnage of the ships for the
time being actually engaged in carrying mails for the
postal service in respect of which the security is given
does not exceed the number and tonnage of the ships
to which the security a plies, the ships actually en-
gaged in carrying mails for the said service shall be
deemed to bo exempted mail ships, and be entitled to
the exemptions and privileges given by this Act to
exempted mail ships; and the Board ofTrade shall give
the prescribed notices for informing the arresting au-
thorities that the ships actually engaged in carrying the
mails for the said postal service are exempted mail
ships.

(4.) Notice of every application respecting any secu-
rity given in pursuance of this section shall be given
to the Beard of Trade.

(5.) If at any time it appears to the Board of Trade
that a security given as respects -hips engaged in any
postal service is from any cause (whether pending-
claims, variation of the conditions of the service, or
otherwise) insufficient, the Board of Trade shall apply
to the High Court, and that Court, if satisfied of such
insufficiency, shall require the security to be made
sufficient to the satisfaction of the Court within a rea-
sonable time, and direct that in default the ships en-
gaged in the postal service shall cease to be exempted
mail ships, and that the Board of Trade shall give the
prescribed notices for informing the arresting authori-
ties of such ctsser.

tG.) The amount and nature of the security may be
varied and the whole security may be withdrawn, and
the income of the security may be disposed of, by order
of the High Court from time to time on such applica-
tion either of the shipowners, or of the Board ofTrade,
or of any person appearing to be interested, and in
such manner, and after such notice, and upon such
terms aud conditions as may be prescribed by rules of
court, or, so far as the rules do not extend, as the Court
may think just.

(7.) Provided that before the security is actually
withdrawn, the High Court shall be satisfied—

(a.) that the prescribed notice of the order for
withdrawal has been given to the arresting au-
thorities ; and
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(i) that there is no pending claim for the pur

poses of which the security may be require 1,
and upon the prescribed notice of the order for wjih
drawal being given to an arresting authority, the ships
shall, as respects that authority, cease, after the <
specified in the notice, to be exempted ships.

(8.) Kules of Court may be made for carrying his
section into effect, and in particular for regulating tin
nature, amount, and value of the security to be given,
and the mode of giving security, and of giving not %s
to the arresting authorities and for providing foi 'In
evidence of the exemption of ships under this sec-im,
aud for the information to be given from time to tue
to the High Court respecting the ships to which tre
security applies, and for the jurisdiction of the High
Court under this Act being exercised in chambers.

4. — (1.) Where this section applies to a conve: tiv
with a foreign state, and an exempted mail shi'h
which this section applies isin aport in the Unite IKi ¢
dom no person shall be arrested without warrant m
board such hip, and before any process civil or crimi-
nal authorising the arrest of auy person who Is
board such ship is executed against that person tre
following provisions of this section shall be obsetv.u;
that is to say,—

(«.) written notice of the intention to arre-ta
person who is, or is suspected to be, on b-ad
the ship, stating the hour at which, if necessary,
the ship will he searched, shall, if it is a ship.f
a Foreign State and there is at toe port a>«
sulate ol’ that State, be left at the consulate, nk
dressed to the consular officer :

(b.) it shall be the duty of the master upon ile
mand, if the said person is on board his ship, in
enable the proper officer to arrest him :

(c.) if the officer is unable to arrest the said per-
son he may, but if it is a foreign ship only ana
the expiration of such time after notice was €t
at the consulate as is specified in the convention,
search the ship for such person, and iflieks
found may arrest him.

(2.) The ship may be delayed for the purposesd
this section for the time specified in the Convent'm
but not for any longer time.

(3.) If the master of a ship refuses to permit asoimli
of the ship in accordance with this section, any officer
of customs may detain the ship, and such master slu|
be liable to a fine of five hundred pounds.

(4.) This section shall apply to the arrest of ilie
master in like manner as in the case of any other pu-
son.

5. — (1.) An exempted mail ship to which thistec
tion applies shall not, subject as in this Act mentioned,
be liable to be arrested or detained by any arresting
authority either for the purpose of founding jurisdic
tion in any Court of Admiralty, or of enforcing the pay
ment of any damages, fine, debt, or other claim orsum
or enforcing any forfeiture, whether arising fromde
misconduct of the master or any of the crew or otb F
wise, but every court of the United Kingdom by Ire
process of which the ship could have been undertre
circumstances arrested or detained shall have the sme
jurisdiction as if the ship had been so arrested or c&
tained, and any legal proceeding in relation toanysucii
matter as aforesaid may be commenced by such service
in the United Kingdom of any writ or process as nay
be prescribed by rules of court, and the High Court, ;
application, shall, in accordance with rules of court,
cause the security to be applied in discharge of any sucth
damages, fine, debt, claim, sum, or forfeiture.

(2.) Provided that nothing in this section shall ren
der invalid the arrest or detention of a ship before tre
prescribed notice has been given to the arresting a+
thority, but such authority, on proof that the ship isan
exempted mail ship, shall release the ship. Where ke
Commissioners of Customs, in pursuance of any Actor
as a condition of waiving any forfeiture, require ace
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posit to be made by any exempted mail ship to whi<h
this section applies, tbe amount of such deposit shall,
onnotice from the Commissioners of Customs, and with-
ot any further proceeding, be set apart out of the se-
curity as money belonging to the said Commissioners,
ad shall be paid and applied as they direct, and any

rdes of court relating to such notice, payment, or ap-

plication shall be made with the consent of the Treasury.

rity, shall apply as if a court in the British Possession
were substituted for a court of the United Kingdom.

(3 ) It shall be lawful for Her Majesty in Council tc
make rules for carrying into effect, as respects British
Possessions, tbe provision- of this Act with resp>ect to
rlie security given by inn; ups, and in particular with
respect to tbe commencement of a legal proceeding by
service of a writ or process in the Possession, and to the

6. —(1.) Where the convention with a Foreign Statenotices to be given to arresting authorities in the Pos-

provides that any provisions of the convention similar

A tthose contained in this Act shall in any cases apply

tapublic ship of a Foreign State when employed as a

I mail ship, i' s iallbe lawful for Her Majesty the Queen

| toagree that the like provisions shall apply to a public

sipof Her M ijesry in the like eases when employed
asamail ship), and to give effect to such agreement.

(2) An Order in Council applying this Act as re-

gats a Convention with a Foreign State m iy, if it

! sears to Her Majesty in Council to be consistent with

| te Convention so to do, apply this Act as regards a

pudlic ship of that Foreign State when employed as a
@il ship in the cases authorized by the Convention,
| adthis Act shall apply accordingly, as it such ship)
| vere an exempted mail ship belonging to a private

owrer, and any person may be arrested on board such

dipaccordingly.

session : and the evidence to be receivable by such autho-
rities of the security having been gveu or withdrawn,
and the application of the security ii dis diurge of any
damages, fine, debt, claim, sum. or f u-feimre, win re the
same are or i)j recovered or payable either in t ie British
Possession, or under proceedings pending concurrently
in that British Possession and in any other British Pos-
session or the United Kingdom.

(4.) If by anyrlaw made either before or after tbe
[tossing of this Act by tbe Legislature of any British
Possession provision is made for carrying into effect
within such Possession any convention to which this
Act applies, Her Majesty in Council may suspend tbe
operation within such Possession of this Act. or of any
part thereof so far as it relates to such convention, and
so long as such law continues in force there, or direct
tbit such law or any part, thereof shall have effect in

7. —(1.) Itivery fine under this Act, if exceeding fiftysuch British Possession with or without modifications

pounds, may he recovered by action in the High Court
inEngland or Ireland or in the Court of Session in
Scotland, ana tbe Court in which it is recovered may
redle the amount of such tine, and a fine under this
A not exceeding fifty pounds may be recovered on
summary conviction, provided that every offence for
which a fine exceeding fifty ptouuds can be improsed
raicer this Act may be prosecuted on summary convic-
| tin but the fine imposed on such conviction shall not
| exceed fifty pounds.
I (2) In the case of a summary conviction, any per-
| snwho thinks himself aggrieved by such conviction
| nayappreal to quarter sessions. In Scotland such per-
| smmay appreal in manner provided by the Summary
| Prosecutions Appeals (Scotland) Act, 1S75.

(3) Service of any summons or other matter in any

I led proceeding under this Act shall be good service if

| nack by leaving the summons for tbe pierson to be
snadon board tbe ship to which he belongs with tbe
prsnbeing or appearing to be master of the ship.

(4) It a fine under this Act imposed on the master
daship) is not pmid, and cannot be recovered out of
aysecurity given in pursuance of this Act, the Court
nay iu addition to any other p>ower for enforcing pay-
natof the fine, direct tbe amount to be levied by dis-
tesor poinding and sale of the ship), her tackle, fur-
nitug or apparel. An officer of customs in detaining
ashipor releasing a ship after detention in pursuance
dthis Act shall act upon such requisition or authority
nd under such regulations as the Commissioners of
Astns may make with the consent of the Treasury.

8 —(1.) An Order in Council may for the purpose
(Convention with a Foreign State apply this Act, sub-

j jtcttoany exceptions or modifications not inconsistent
vihthe provisions of this Act, to any British Posses-
liay and this Act when so applied shall, subject to
ltce exceptions and modifications, and subject as here-
irdfter mentioned, have effect asif it were re-enacted
rdhthe substitution of such British Possession for tbe

Lhted Kingdom ;

Provided that before it is apgdied to any British Pos-
ition named in tbe schedule to this Act the Groveru-
lent of such possession shall have adhered to the Con-
terntion

(2) Where this Act applies to a British possession,
itshall not be necessary for the owner of any mail ship)
give security in any court in that possession, and
teprovisions of this Act with respect to the jurisdic-
tonof any court of the United Kingdom, other than
ayjurisdiction relating to the application of the secu-

unit alterations as if it were part of this Act.

9. In this Act—

Tbe expression “ mail bag” means a mail of letters,
or a box, or parcel, or any other envelope in which
post letters within tbe meaning of the Acts relating
to tbe Post Office, are conveyed;

The expression “ subsidy” includes a payment for tbe
performance of a contract;

The expression “ master of a ship” includes any per-
son in charge of a ship, whether commander, mate,
or any other person;

The expression “ ship of a Foreign State” means a
ship entitled to sail under tbe flag of aForeign State;

Tbe expression “ arresting authority” means any
court, authority, or officer having power to arrest
or detain a ship, or to arrest a person on board a
ship, or to order such arrest or detention, or to or-
der the execution of any process, civil or criminal,
for tbe arrest of a person on board any ship ;

The expression *“ postal officer” means any person
employed in tbe business of tbe Post Office of tbe
United Kingdom or a British Possession or Foreign.
State, as the case may be, whether employed by the
Postmaster General, or the chief of the Post Office
of the British Possession, or tbe chief of tbe Port
Office of tbe Foreign State, or by any person un-
der him, or on behalf of any such Post Office.

10. This Act may becitedas the Mail Ships Act, 1891.

of Schedule.

British Possessions to which Act is applicable only upon
the Government adhering to Convention.

British India Western Australia.
Dominion of Canada. Queensland.
Newfoundland. Tasmania.
New South Wales. New Zealand.
Victoria. Cape of Good Hope.
South Australia. Natal.

No. 429. 28th September, 1891.

+w14HE Major-General administering the Go-
N | vernment directs the publication, for general
information, of the following Statements, prepared
by the Treasurer, of the Kingston Streets Re-
demption Fund and Kingston and Liguanea Water
W orks Redemption Fund for the year ended the
31st March, 1891:—



