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1 Jan 1890; New Inland Letter and Post card Rates [Gazette 26 Sep 1889 / Bacon 1891] 

 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE ON LETTERS AND 

POST CARDS FOR INLAND CIRCULATION. 

24th September, 1889. 

His Excellency The Governor, by and with the advice and 

consent of the Privy Council, has been pleased to direct that the 

Rate of Charge on Letters and Post Cards carried by Post for 

delivery within Jamaica shall be, as under: 

LETTERS. 

For each half-ounce in weight One penny. 

POST CARDS. 

Single Half-penny. 

Reply paid One penny. 

Such Regulation to come into force on the 1st day of 

January, 1890. 

(Signed) FRED. SULLIVAN, 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE,  
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1 Jan 1890; Inland Rates [Gazette 9 Jan 1890] 
Also page 2 of 2 Jan 1890 (format not so good). 
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1 Jan 1890; West India Mail Packet Service timetable [Gazette 9 Jan 1890 p16] 

 
  



Jamaica Post Office Notices 1890 

  Page 5 

15 Feb 1890; SLB at Park Lodge [Gleaner 10 Mar 1890] 

 

15 Feb 1890; Christiana PO Opening [Gleaner 20 Feb 1890] 
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18 Feb 1890; Haughton River [Gleaner 20 Feb 1890] 
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1 Apr 1890; Postal Orders Introduced [Gazette 27 Mar 1890 p200] 
Hyperlink to pdf 

 

No. 128. 24th March, 1890. 

THE GOVERNOR directs it to be notified, for general information, that the issue of the following Postal Orders has 

been authorized, viz :— 

Sixpence—Colour, Violet. To the left side of the Order, Queen's head, within a circle containing the words "Postal 

Order," with the words Commission" above, and Halfpenny" below. To the right the denomination "6d." 

One Shilling—Colour, Green. Similar in other particulars to the foregoing, with the denomination "1s." to the right. 

One Shilling and Sixpence—Colour, Rose. Similar in other particulars to the foregoing, with the denomination "1s. 

6d." to the right. 

Two Shillings and Sixpence—Colour, Brown. Similar in other particulars to the foregoing, with the denomination 

"2s. 6d." to the right. 

The Postal Order Forms of the respective denomination of five and ten shillings have not yet been received from 

England ; due notice will be given of this issue. 

The following are the Regulations relating to the issue and payment of Postal Orders which have been approved by 

the Governor:  

Regulations relating to the Issue and Payment of Postal Orders within Jamaica. 

1. Every Postal-Order shall be for one of the following amounts, and in respect thereof the following Commission 

shall be paid:  

Amount. Commission. 

Sixpence Halfpenny 

One Shilling Halfpenny 

One Shilling and Sixpence Halfpenny 

Two Shillings and Sixpence Halfpenny 

Five Shillings One-penny 

Ten Shillings Two pence. 

2. Postal-Orders will only be issued at a Post-Office, and will be payable only at the Treasury., Kingston, or at any 

Parochial Treasury in the Island. 

3. Postal-Orders will, however, he cashed by any District Postmaster or by any Assistant Collector of Taxes (subject 

to these Regulations) when their respective offices are open; and, provided, that they have sufficient funds for that 

purpose They will also be accepted in payment of Taxes or other Public Dues, whenever they have been filled up for 

payment at the Treasury of the Parish in which such Dues are being paid. 

4. Before a Postmaster issues a Postal-Order, the amount of the Order and the Commission thereon shall be paid to 

him, and he shall sign the Order and stamp it with the Office-Dated-Stamp, specifying the day of the month in which the 

Order is issued. 

5. The amount of a Postal-Order, and the Commission thereon, must be paid to the Postmaster is Cash; Postage-

Stamps will not be accepted in payment for Postal-Orders; but Postage-Stamps may, however, be affixed to a Postal-

Order to an amount not exceeding five-pence for the purpose of increasing to that extent the value of such Postal-Order. 

Any Stamps in excess of that amount which may be affixed to a Postal-Order will not be redeemed by the Paying Officer 

6. Each Postal-Order shall be printed on such paper and in such characters and with such distinctive marks, whether 

on the face of it or in the paper or otherwise; and the amount of the Commission shall be denominated by means of such 

stamp or mark as the Postmaster for Jamaica under the authority of the Governor shall, from time to time, direct. 

7. The blanks in a Postal-Order for the name of the person entitled to the money (in these Regulations referred to as 

the Payee), and for the name of the Treasury at which it is to be paid may be fined in before or after issue 

8. If the blanks are not filled in before issue, the, person to whom the Order is issued. must before parting with it, fill  

in the name of the Payee and may fill in the name, of the Treasury at which the amount is to be paid 

9. The Payee must sign the receipt at the foot of the Order and must also fill in the name of the Treasury if that has 

not already been done. 

10. No alteration call be made in the name of the Payee or the Treasury when once filled in except by the direction 

of the, Chief Treasurer. 

11. When a Postal-Order is presented for payment, otherwise than through a Banker, the Paying Officer shall require 

the receipt for the amount of the Order to be first signed and may refuse payment until he is satisfied that it is signed by 

or under the authority of the person appearing to be the Payee. 

12. He may also, if the receipt is not signed in his presence. take reasonable means to satisfy himself that the person 

presenting the Order is either the Payee or his Agent. 

13. He shall also require the person presenting the Order to sign his none on the Order before its payment, although 

the receipt has already been signed. 
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14. Nevertheless the signature to the receipt shall, in all be cases, be a sufficient authority to the Paying Officer for 

the payment of the amount of the Order if that signature purports to be the signature of the Payee, and it shall not be 

necessary to prove that the receipt was signed by or under the authority of the Payee. 

15. A Postal-Order may be crossed. It may be crossed generally by the addition on its face of the words "and 

Company," or any abbreviation thereof, between two parallel transverse lines thus: "========== & Co." or of two 

parallel transverse lines simply. It may be crossed specially by the addition on its face of the name of a Banker, in which 

case the Order shall be deemed to be crossed to that Banker. 

16. A Postal-Order which is crossed generally may also be crossed specially. 

17. A Banker to whom a Postal-Order is crossed may again cross it specially to another Banker as his Agent fox 

collection. 

18. Where a Postal-Order is crossed generally the Paying Officer shall refuse to pay it except to a Banker. 

19. Where a Postal-Order is crossed specially, the Paying Officer shall refuse to pay it except to the Banker to whom 

it is crossed or his Agent for collection. 

20. Where a Postal-Order is crossed specially to more than one Banker, except when crossed to an Agent for the 

purpose of collection, the Paying Officer shall refuse payment thereof. 

21. If a Postal-Order which is crossed, whether generally or specially, is presented for payment by or through a 

Banker with the name of such Banker written or stamped upon the face thereof, that name may be accepted as a sufficient 

receipt for the amount of the Order and the Order may be paid without any other receipt. 

22. Provided, that when the Order is crossed specially to a second Banker as Agent for collection the name of such 

second Banker, written or stamped upon the face of the Order, may be accepted as a receipt under this Regulation. 

23 An Order which is crossed generally or specially if presented fox payment by or through a Banker may be pail at 

any Treasury in Jamaica, notwithstanding that the blank has been filled in with the name of some particular Treasury. 

24. After the expiration of three months from the last day of the month in which any such Order is issued the Order 

shill be payable only on payment, in the manner for the time being directed by the Chief Treasurer, of a commission 

equal to the amount of the original Commission, with the addition (if more than three months have elapsed since the said 

expiration) if the amount of the original Commission for any further period of three months which has so elapsed and for 

any portion of any such period of three months over and above any complete period. 

25. A Postal-Order will be payable luring the hours for the time being appointed for public business at the Office at 

which it is presented for payment. 

26. If a Postal-Order presented for payment has any erasure or alteration, or is cut, defaced or mutilated, the Paying 

Officer may refuse payment and refer the person presenting it to the Chief Treasurer. 

27. Payment of a Postal-Order may he refused or be delayed, but the Paying Officer shall immediately report the 

cause thereof to the Chief Treasurer. 

28. Upon paying a Postal-Order the Paying Officer; shall immediately place in the space provided for that purpose 

an impression of his Office Stamp specifying the date of payment, and thereby cancel the Order; but such cancellation 

must only be done at the several Treasuries. A Posta1-Order which may he cashed by a District Postmaster, an Assistant 

Collector of Taxes, or be received in payment of Taxes or other Public Dues, shall not be so stamped by them or either of 

them, as it will not be considered to have been paid until it has been presented, accepted, and dealt with, as before 

directed at the Treasury at which it is made payable. 

29. A Postal-Order which has been cashed by a District Postmaster or an Assistant Collector of Taxes must not be 

re-issued, but must be included in the first Remittance of Public Revenue to the Treasury at which such Order has been 

made payable. 

30. District Postmasters and Assistant Collectors of Taxes must, however, take care that all the Regulations herein 

laid down have been strictly complied with it the case of Orders which they cash or accept in payment of Taxes or other 

Public Dues. 

31. The payment of the amount of a Postal-Order, to whomsoever made, shall discharge the Postmaster for Jamaica, 

the Chief Treasurer and their Officers from all liability whatsoever in respect of that order, notwithstanding any forgery, 

fraud, mistake or loss which may have been committed or have occurred in reference to such Order, or to the procuring 

thereof or to the obtaining the payment thereof ; and notwithstanding any disregard of these Regulations, and 

notwithstanding anything whatsoever. 

FRED. SULLIVAN, Postmaster for Jamaica.  

H. W. LIVINGSTON, Treasurer. 

Robt. BATTEN, Collector General. 

Kingston, Jamaica, 1st March, 1890 

pdf also includes sample Postal Order and Governor approval. 
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1 Apr 1890; Introduction of Official Adhesives [Gazette 3 Apr 1890] 

 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

No. 144. 2nd April, 1890. 

The Governor directs it to be notified, for general 

information, that from and after the 1st instant, the 

privilege of sending or receiving Official Correspondence 

free of Postage in this Island is withdrawn. 

2. The following are the Rules which have been 

approved by His Excellency with respect to the payment 

of Official Postages. 

By command, 

(Signed) NEALE PORTER, 

Colonial Secretary.” 

Rules with respect to the Payment of Official 

Postages. 

From and after Tuesday the 1st day of April, 1890, 

the permission either to send or to receive Official 

Correspondence Free of Postage will be cancelled, with 

the following exceptions :— 

His Excellency the Governor, his Private Secretary, 

and his A.D.C.; and also (for the convenience of the 

general community and the general management of the 

Postal Department) the Postmaster for Jamaica. 

2. The Honourable the Colonial Secretary will also 

retain the right to frank, by his own signature, 

correspondence posted by himself in his official capacity. 

3. Correspondence to or from Heads of Departments 

or other Public Functionaries who have not been specially 

exempted, will be liable to the following Rates of Postage 

:- 

Letters 1d. per half-ounce. 

Book Packets not exceeding 5 lbs ½d. per 4 ounces. 

Parcels not exceeding 8 ounces 1d. per 2 ounces. 

4. Prepayment of postage on correspondence to or 

from a Head of a Department or other Public Functionary 

is optional, except in the case of registration; but, when 

prepayment is effected it must be by means of ‘Official 

Postage Stamps' which can be purchased from any Post 

Office. If the ordinary Postage Stamps be made use of the 

article so prepaid will not be recognised as 'Official,' but 

will be surcharged as an ordinary letter. 

5. Official Postage Stamps are only available for the 

prepayment of postage by Heads of Departments or other 

Public Functionaries. Pre-payment of correspondence from 

the Public to such Officials must be effected by means of 

the ordinary Postage Stamps. 

6. Correspondence which may be wholly unpaid or 

partially prepaid will be surcharged at the above stated 

prepaid rates of postage. The postage on such unpaid 

correspondence must be paid for, in cash, before delivery. 

(Signed) SULLIVAN,  

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

General Post Office, 11th March, 1890. 
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1 Apr 1890; Official Post – Letters to Police [Gazette 10 Apr 1890 p 238] 
 

 
 

2 Apr 1890; Telegraph Office Opening Hours [Gazette 10 Apr 1890] 
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7 May 1890; Proposal for Empire Rate of 2½d [Gazette 17 Jul 1890] 
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24 May 1890; 2½d on 4d [Col Std 29 May, 1890/ Clerk] 

"Post Office Notice 

24th May, 1890. 

Reduction in. the rates of postage correspondence for places abroad carried by 

vessels not under contract with the Imperial or any other Government. 

His Excellency the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Privy 

Council, has been pleased to direct that on and after the 1st June, 1890, the rates on such 

correspondence shall be, as under :- 

Letters.-For each half ounce or fractional part thereof, two pence half-penny. 

etc., etc.. etc., 

FRED SULLIVAN, Postmaster for Jamaica. 

General Post Office, 
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1 Jun 1890; Postage Rates to USA etc [Kew Correspondence Book CO137] 
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1 Jun 1890; Overseas Rate Reduction [Gazette 29 May 1890] 
Also in the Gleaner 29 <ay 1890 
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26 Jun 1890; West India Mail Service Southampton or Plymouth [Gazette 26 Jun 1890] 
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1 Jul 1890; West India Mail Service Southampton or Plymouth [Gazette 3 Jul 1890] 
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1 Jul 1890; Jamaica Railway Telegraphs [Gazette 3 Jul 1890] 

 
 

1 Jul 1890; West India Mail Contract [Gazette 21 Aug 1890] 
Hyperlink to pdf 

1 Jul 1890; Bog Walk PO Opening [Gleaner 5 Jul 1890] 
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1 Jul 1890; US Mails [Gleaner 15 Jul 1890] 

 

7 July 1890; Alligator Pond PO Opening [Gleaner 15 Jul 1890] 

 

10 Jul 1890; Postal Orders [Gazette 10 Jul 1890 p439] 
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15 Jul 1890; Newport-Pratville Mail Service [Gleaner 5 Jul 1890] 

 
 
 

19 July 1890; MailService Tenders Plantain GR, Manchioneal, Port Antonio [Gleaner 15 Jul 
1890] 

 

12 Nov 1890; West India Mail Timetable for 1891 [Gazette 18 Dec 1890] 
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15? Dec 1890; Rate Reduction to 2½d [Jamaica 1928 p70] 

"Post Office Notice 

15th? December, 1890. 

Correspondence for the United States and Canada is liable to the recently reduced rate of 

2½d., but correspondence for Great Britain, or via Great Britain, must be prepaid at the 

Postal Union rate of 4d. 

By Order, 

FRED SULLIVAN, Postmaster for Jamaica. 

 

 


