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8 Jan 1884; Mail Lost in British Guiana [Gazette 21 Feb 1884] 

 

British Guiana 

Mail Lost in 1884 By Steve Jarvis 

Another Jamaica Gazette announcement 

that may be of interest: 

 

General Post Office, 6th February, 1884. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 

The following Letter from the Postmaster-General of 

British Guiana, reporting the loss of a Mail Bag, in 

which were Letters received from Jamaica by Mail 

Steamer of the 8th January, is  published for general 

information. 

FRED. SULLIVAN, 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

 

(Copy). 

The Postmaster-General of British Guiana to the 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

General Post Office, Georgetown, British Guiana, 

25th January, 1884. 

SIR,- I regret to inform you that the letters addressed 

to persons in New Amsterdam and the Corenstyne 

Coast, District of Berbice, which formed a portion of 

the Mails despatched by the Royal Mail Steamer 

which left Jamaica on the 8th instant have been lost 

in this Colony. 

The mail bag in which the letters were enclosed was 

despatched by special mail coach to New Amsterdam 

on the night of the arrival of the Royal Mail Steamer, 

(21st January), and the driver of the coach accounts 

for the loss of the bag by its having been jolted out of 

the coach owing to the rough state of the roads. 

The bag could not be found when search was made 

for it, and although the matter is in the hands of the 

Police, and a Reward for the mails has been offered, 

no trace of it has, up to the present time, been 

discovered. It is feared that some person found the 

bag on the road, cut it open, abstracted what there 

was of value (the bag contained $28.80 in money) 

and destroyed all traces of the robbery. 

I beg that you will make the loss of the Mails in 

question as public as possible. 

I have, &c., 

(Sgd.) F. M. HODG5ON. 

Postmaster-General. 

 
 

19 Mar 1884; Telegraph Law, Route Extension [Gazette 20 Mar 1884] 
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20 Mar 1884; New Postmasters at Grange Hill, Alley, Lacovia, Ocho Rios [Gazette 27 Mar 1884] 

 
 

27 Mar 1884; Telegraph Line Extension [Gazette 3 Apr 1884] 

 
 

April 1884 Leslie Fraser Commercial Notice [Gleaner 19 Feb1885] 

 

Leslie Fraser used Laughlands PO (which 

opened in 1884) as a receiving address. 

Demonstrates economic activity justifying the 

PO. 
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5 May 1884; HMS Urgent Will Fire Gun When RMSP Packet Sighted [Gazette 8 May 1884] 

 

No 143 Colonial Secretary’s Office 
5 May 1884 
The Governor directs the publication, for 
general information, of the following copy of an 
Order issued by the Commodore relative to the 
firing of a gun from HMS Urgent as soon as 
telegraphic information is received by him from 
the Postmaster for Jamaica that the Royal Mail 
Steamer from Southampton is passing Morant 
Bay. 
By command, EN Walker, Colonial Secretary. 
Memorandum by the Commodore 
Urgent at Jamaica 25 April, 1884 
Copy – memo 
The Postmaster-General of Jamaica having 
kindly arranged, with His Excellency’s 
permission to cause me to be informed by the 
telegraph when the outward bound Royal Mail 
steamers are passing Morant Bay, it is my 
direction that on a signal being made from my 
tower, a gun is to be fired from the “Urgent” and 
the Royal Mail flag (which will be supplied for 
the purpose) is to be hoisted at the main. On the 
vessel passing Plumb Point Lighthouse the 
Royal Mail flag will be hauled down 
Signed FM Prattent, Commodore 
The Executive Officer HMS Urgent. 

 

8 Jul 1884; Extension of RMSP Contract [Gazette 10 Jul 1884 

 
 

15 Jul 1884; Telegraph Office at Newport Opened [Gazette 17 Jul 1884] 
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28 Jul 1884; Atlas Penalties [Gazette 31 Jul 1884] 

 
 

6 Aug 1884; Postmasters at Alexandria, Blue Mountain Valley, Gordon Town, Hagley Gap, 
Moneague, Newport, Old Harbour, Port Antonio, Porus, Up Park Camp, Watson Hill [Gazette 7 
Aug 1884] 
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20 Aug 1884; Atlas Penalties [Gazette 21 Aug 1884] 
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1885; RMSP Halifax-Bermuda-Jamaica Schedule for 1885 [Gazette 13 Nov 1884] 

 
 

25 Nov 1885; Atlas Contract Terminated [Gazette 13 Nov 1884] 
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7 Nov 1884; Book Post: Old Letters [Gazette 20 Nov 1884] 

 

GENERAL POST OFFICE 

7 Nov 1884 

LETTERS BY BOOK POST 

The following may now be transmitted by Book Post:- 

“Old” Letters which have apparently passed through the post 

before and have served their original purpose. 

Copies of Letters which do not bear a present date, and 

which it is manifest are not serving the purpose of original 

letters. 

Letters which are manifestly intended for publication in a 

newspaper or otherwise. 

The letters must not be closed in any manner, and must be 

so put up as to admit of the easy examination of their contents, 

otherwise they will be liable to the Letter rate of postage. 

FRED SULLIVAN 

Postmaster for Jamaica. 

 

 

24 Dec 1884; Postmasters at Anchovy, Gayle, Green Island, Oracabessa, Port Maria, Shooter’s 
Hill [Gazette 25 Dec 1884] 

 
 

1885; West India Mail Service Route & Timetable [Gazette 11 Dec 1884] 
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1884; PO Revenues by Paris [GazetteSupp 12 Feb 1885] 

 


