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THE JAMAICA POST-OFFICI.
————————

(From a Correspondent.)

The present would seem to be a fitting opporturity to call
the attention of the proper authorities to the defective ar-
rangements and flagrant abuses of the Jamaica Post-office,
together with the evils which result tothe inhabitants from
the high rate of postage charged on inland letters, since a
synopsis has been lately published in The Times of the report
of the committee appeinted last year “to inquire into the
comparative advantages stforded by different ports in the
Channel for the West India mail service.”

The Jamaica Post-office is a branch of the General Post-
office, and its internal machinery is almost entirely nnder the
direction and control of a deputy appointed by the Post-
master-Genezal, Nelther has the governor, or the council,
or the assembly, any power over this functionary, or anthority
to alter or amend any rules or regulations he may lay down,
with this exception, that the governor can, by virtue of his
office, detain the mail-hoat for kngland a few hours after the
usnal time of sailing. This privilege was formerly not
limited, so that it was not unfrequently abused ; hence the
restriction. The net anrual proceeds of the office may he, or
rather was (it was said), about 14,000/, But, notwithstanding
that two packets a month have heen despatched for the last.
few years in place of one, as formerly, yet the receipts
we believe Iave decreased. However, in  the absence of any
document to this efiect, we shall assume that the income of
the post-office has not retrograded. ‘I'ill Mr. Rowland Hill’s
plan for the reduction of postagze came into operation the
charge for every siugle letter going by the mail from London :
to Kingston was 2s, d. sterling, or (taking the dollar, 6s, &d.,
at 4s. 4d. sterling) 3s. 4d. currency. If directed to Spanish
Town, about 14 miles from Kingston, there was an extra
charge of 7)d. currency, or say, for convenience sake, 6d.
sterling ; while to Montego-bay, Lucia, Savannsh-la-Mar, |
&c., 1s. 3d. carrency, or ls. sterling, was the additional post-
age. By the recent alterations the postage from London to
Jamaica was reduced to s, and it is stated thos in the rates
of postage pablished by the General Post-office. But this is
a complete delusion, for what is called “ the inland postage”
is still continued, making :he sum paid for each Eatte.r to
most parts of the island—Spanish ‘Town perhaps excepted,
and of course Kingston—32s. ~"I'his high rate of postage, con-
tinued when the incomes of nine-tenths of the reading and .
' writing classes have been almost entirely destroyed by the
' Emancipation Bill, is productive of much incenvenience, and

in numereus cases among the pocrer classes—immigrants for |
example—-has pnt a swop altogether to all intercourse
between them and their friends in Great Britain. Under
the late regulations double letters were charged douhle post-
age, because the practics was that of the Gieneral Post-office;
bat Whg she practice shonld be continued now in J amsica,
when the General Post has discontinued it, requires some ex-
planation, Nearly every man who writes a letter at the pre-
sent day uses an envelope, and is not charged extrs unless
the w&iight be above half an onnce.  Yet, it a correspondent
in London, in writing to » friend in Jamaiea, living out of
Kingston, encloses his letter, the postmaster chargesitasa
double letter ! 'This is to blow hot and cold with the same
breath, and so far as the writer of this communication is con-
cerned, this abuse has been the eause of his giving offence to
several valued correspondents, while it bas added to the ex-
pense of communicating with his friends in Jamaiea.

.deputies puts in his ¢laim to a copy for'the trouble of de-

But we have not yet done with the exactions of the Jamsiea
Post-office. The most extraordinary ragulatien is the charge
of 50 per cent. for the carriage of island newspapers. Thus,
supposing the subseription to a daily nawspaper publisked in
Kingston be ti4s. per annum, which is the present chargs,
424, are demanded for its transmission by post. Nor is this
the only grievance connected with this extortion. 16s, mnst be
paid quarterly int advance by the subzeriber to one of the post-
master’s deputies, and no’ one else ; otherwise the post-
master refases to transmit the paper. In addition to this
50 per cent. he receives a gratis copy of the paper ; and every
one of his deputies—and, if onr memory fail not, they are be-
tween 20 and 25--following his example, demands a copy
also. It will be seen, then, from this statement, that net only
are the public made to pay 50 per cent. more for their DADETS
than under otker cireumstances they wonld be required to
do, but the circalation of every paper is necessarily circnm-
seribed, high prices Lkeeping down demsnd. Again, the
postmaster does not pay the newspapear proprietor ‘a5 he re-
ceives the quarter’s amonnt in advance, bhut at the end of
three or four months, or when it suits his convenience ! .

“The (Jawaica) Fulmowth Lost,” of the Ist of Septem-
ber, alluding to the subject, says, “ In the first place,
the tax npon kuowledge is equal to 75 per cent. u on all

publieations sent by post, and where it becomes less, it
does 80 in t_lxe Juverse process'of what ought to be the
case.

~_Nor,in our opinion, does the burden fall
50 heavily on the'prese-as'on the public  for though it lmiits”
the exertions of the former, and cireumseribes the dem

for its productions,”the’ rewmady (partial as least) is at'hand.

viz., an incressed price. Bt for its bearing ‘on ‘the pablic
there is only one remedy, and that is, its removal, by provi-
sion for the free transiission of intelligence, as in the mother
country, At present the postmaster claims half the price
of each publication - transmitted by post, while each of his

livery.” (That is; merely handing it over his counter; be-
cruse even in Kingston every individaal sends to the post-
offica for his letters and papers.) **This we have said
is & tax {antamounnt’in a great number of cases to 75
per cent” The writer next complains of “ the extremely
defenceless state in which the mail is generally conveyed
from place to place. The letters, often containing thousands
of pounds in checks,are placed in rotien bags, intrusted to
the care of a youthful or disessed negro, who on some mise-
ratle hack or worthless mule may be seen wending his
way throogh toads uninhabited for miles, without & weapon
of any description for his defence. In continuation, * the
probability of the mail being robbed by disappointed
immigrants, ready to satisfy their vengeance on one and all,
for the false prom’ses held out to them by unprinet I’t;.d and
mercenary agents in England, Ireland, and Seotland,” iz al-
luded to, but the writer has forgotten that probability has
already become certainty, since but a short time since * the
youthful or diseased negvo’’ Mercury was attacked and the
ma/l-bags taken from him in the immediate vicinity of Fal-
month, and that by a white man. We trust for the present
we have said enomgh to call zttention to this very impor-
tent subject, considering that according to recent accounts
Jamaica is once xuore in & convalescent state. Improve the
regulations of the Post-office and & new order of things may
arise.
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