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Dry Harbour & a Mystery Resolved

In his list of Type P11 firstis as a despatch which tallies with the
date-stamps?, Foster mark, dated December measurement recorded
mentions a small circu- 16t 1872, on the reverse by Foster. However, the
lar date -stamp for Dry of a cover from Dry Har- type is not Type Plla, as
Harbour (Type P11a) in bour t o Br own &previously surmised and
use circa 1873, but T as allocated by Foster,
states:0recor ded oty rr_)’ Q“« but rather Type 12 i.e.
late Mr. Collett but oall* i the town and colony
never seen by the com- 54 i Q‘s’ " name are placed in an
piler and cannot be con- ,-:“ L7/ -:,,tr arc at the top. Unlike
firmedo ‘4 ol &N 3—: the other Type 12 date -
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Bill Atmore Two recent discoveries, ) 3 < / Newport, in use from
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One of the most intrigu- Only one example was ment (Type 8), des-
ing date -stamps de- recorded by Foster, used patched to Jamaica on
scribed by Foster 1 is his at Clarendon in April 16t May 1855, has a
Inside this issue: Type P7 which he de- 18552 (fig. 1) . The Clar- earliest known date of
’ scribes as follows: endon Type P2a was lost use of 25t April 1856
during March 1855,
Dry Harbour - A Mystery 1 On 22nd October 1850, a never to be recovered. Foster also records: A
Resolved utility date -stamp was The permanent replace- further utility date -
sent to the colony to- stamp was sent to Ja-
The Foster Ty 127 get her with a maica on 27t February
Date-stamp of types and 62 addi- 1858 but no evidence of
tional |l etters its use has ever been re-
Double Ring DateStamps 8 marking had a diameter corded. It has a diame-
Use of coloured inks, 1894 .
t0 1932 of 33mm and with its ter of 27 %2 mm.
3 multiplicity o
wal keroshlNood 4 positions was obviously Since Fosterds st

three additional exam-
ples of the Type P7 have
come to light.

intended for provisional
use in case of damage to
or loss of any current
date-stamp. Fig. 1

Ebay Watch 4



VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2

Manchioneal, 15th July 1859
(fig. 2). On cover from Man-
chioneal to Kingston. lllustrated
in OExploring
Obliteratorso by
(BCPSG, 1982). The reproduction
is not particularly clear, but the
date-stamp appears to be c. 33mm
in diameter. Both Day/Month and
Year slugs appear to be present,
possibly inverted.

The reason for the deployment of
the P7 at Manchioneal is not clear.
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A Type P2a instrument is recorded
used at this office between 1840
and August 1849 and a Type P11
is known from September 1859. It
is likely, therefore, that the P7 was
used prior to the arrival of the P11
and following the loss of the origi-
nal P2a.

Dry Harbour, 9 t November
1860 (fig. 3). Described as follows
in the Robson Lowe auction cata-
logue of 4/7/1980 (Lot 1926) - 1860

J ama

LAND OF WOOD AND WAT ER

BOUROG (uneven
ently a otravell
type, not listed by Foster). Itis
known that the Dry Harbour

office mislaid its A36 obliterator

shortly before the introduction of
the Pineapple watermark stamps
(234 November 1860). It is appar-
ent that the Type P8 date -stamp,
in use since 1853, was also mislaid
at the same time 3.

Newport, 12 t December 1862
(fig. 4 and 5). A despatch mark on
a registered piece from Newport to
Barclay & McDowell (Kingston).
The piece is franked with adhe-
sives to a value of 10d (4d postage
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sho : Fig. 4
.d.s. ODRY HAR-

EL addressed from
P.O.6 to London,

flap an unusual
Fig. 5
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| et t 'plus 6d registration fee), cancelled
n «with the A59 obliterator trans-

ferred from Morant Bay to the
newly opened Newport office in
October 1862. The permanent P12
date-stamp for Newport was des-
patched 29t October 1862, but
evidently it did not arrive in time

for the opening of the office 4.

The diameter of the Dry Harbour
date-stamp is not clear from the
Robson Lowe description, however
the Newport example measures
approximately 28mm in diameter.
Given the date of use at Dry Har-
bour, it is highly likely that both
items are examples of the second,
previously unrecorded instrument
mentioned by Foster (i.e. Type
P7b, the Clarendon and Man-
chioneal examples now re -
classifiable as Type P7a).

These new findings help to clarify
and broaden the purpose of the
two Type P7 étamps,l|
i.e.

9 as temporary replacements due
to the loss of or damage to an
existing date -stamp, pending
replacement or repair

9 astemporary date -stamps at a
newly opened office, pending
arrival of the permanent in-
strument

1. Foster, T. Jamaica 6 The Postal
History 1662 -1860, Robson Lowe
1968, page 92

2. Potter, I.LA. The Postal Mark-
ings of Jamaica, |. A. Potter 1996,
page 87. Potter gives the only
known date of use of the Type 7 at
Clarendon as 18t April, 1855 o
this date presumably being appar-
ent from the entire to which it was
applied.

3. Land of Wood and Water, Vol-
ume 1, Issue 1 d Use of Manu-
script 03606 at
62

4. Potter records the earliest date
of use of the P12 at Newport as 3 rd
March 1863.
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Double Ring Date

From 1857, all Jamaican post of-
fices were supplied with a special
black ink (procured exclusively
from Shackell, Edwards & Co. in
London until well into the 1930s)
for use with their permanent date
stamp and obliterator instru-
ments. From time to time, due to
temporary shortage of stock of the
special black ink, other colours
were used.

Double Ring Date -Stamps were
first introduced in 1892 and were
still in use well into the 1970s at

many offices. The table below lists
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all the known examples of Dou-
ble Ring instruments struck in
colours other than the regula-
tion black between 1894 and
1932. Kingston dates are per

- Lewarn 1, all others per Potter 2.
Italicised entries are authors
additions and corrections.

It is worth noting that many of
the instances of the use of violet
ink follow directly the use of a
Temporary Rubber Date -stamp,
applied in violet, at the office in
question. This suggests that
many Post Masters took the

Office Ink Colour EKD LKD
Annotto Bay Blue 26/09/1902  [29/09/1902
Blue 4/9/1906
IAskenish Purple 6/06/1921 c. 13/06/1921
Banana Ground Blue, Violet 7/10/1924 c. 31/12/1924
Bonny Gate \Violet 23/10/1912  [9/12/1912
Buff Bay Blue 5/09/1924
Chalky Hill \Violet 6/04/1923 c. 31/12/1923
Glengoffe \Violet 19/12/1928
Harewood \Violet 22/02/1929
Harry Watch \Violet 7/04/1917
Keith \Violet 11/3/1921
Kingston Blue 14/11/1893  [16/11/1893
Blue 26/11/1903  [10/06/1904
Purple 3 FE17/14 Forgery
Street Letter Box, Kingston Blue 14/11/1893
Blue, Green (?) [27/11/1903  |15/12/1903
Latium \Violet 23/12/1910
Lucea Blue 23/10/1924  |13/11/1924
Lucky Hill \Violet 31/01/1922
Milk River Bath \Violet 20/05/1922  |c. 31/12/1922
Mocho Blue 23/06/1907
Montego Bay Blue, Green 4/01/1904 24/03/1904
Old England Blue 14/02/1932
Old Harbour Bay \Violet 1/05/1922
Port Antonio Blue --/02/ --
Port Maria Blue 20/01/1904  [5/02/1904
Retreat Blue 26/09/1906  [7/11/1907
Savanna-La-Mar Blue 8/02/1894
Blue 20/01/1904  [15/02/1904
ISherwood Content \Violet 3/05/1921 6/05/1921
Spaldings Blue 3/10/1903
St. Anns Bay Blue 12/01/1904  [10/03/1904
ISturge Town \Violet 6/06/1922
\Wait -a-Bit \Violet 7/03/1923 9/04/1923
\Walderston Blue 12/04/1904  [22/05/1905
Water Mount Purple 18/01/1922
\Watt Town Blue 25/05/1905  [19/11/1910
\Woodford \Violet 5/08/1922 7/04/1923
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-Stamps - Use of coloured inks, 1894 to 1932

pragmatic, and cost conscious, ap-
proach i.e. to utilise existing ink
supplies before procuring stocks of
the new black ink.

1. Lewarn, A.W. The Double -Ringed Cir-
cular Date Stamps of Kingston, Jamaica,
BWISC Journal 101 & 103 (and numerous
supplements), between 1979 and 1986

2. Potter, I.LA. The Postal Markings of
Jamaica, |. A. Potter 1996

3. Aforged strike of a Kingston Double
Ring is known in purple ink dated
FE17/14, code 6E. The forgery is not par-
ticularly well executed; the lettering in
particular is very uneven.

N
b
»
4
:
»
.
§
1S
e

[ HALF PENNY #]

Spaldings, 1903

SLB Kingston, 1893
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Wal k er 6 si PA/®Andmalies

Close examination of two examples of the rare
Wal ker 6 s Wo estamgPhigBlightsarhedn-
teresting differences (see figure). In the example
dated 1890, the oO0WO6 of
bel ow the day and month
0S6 is upright and the
example dated 1891 ¢t he
the day/ month, the 0RO
possibly inverted.

Perhaps the instrument was disassembled, cleaned
and reassembled in a slightly different orientation?

Ebay Watch

Buying and -lsiemé¢ é& n(gclarauction sites. While much of plunge should find their way to

the Internet) may not be to every- what appears on Ebay (which www.ebay.com and sign themselves

oneds fancy, but i trunstensofthousands ofauc- i t Qpsas a registered user. Itis worth

rewards for those brave enough to tions each day) is of question- noting that Ebay simply facilitates

try. able quality or value, nice items the sale; it does not involve itself in
(often at very nice prices) fre- the transfer of money or goods. In

All of the items below have been quently appear. this respect, Ebay should be treated

recently auctioned on Ebay, one of with a modicum of common sense

the Webds | ar gest ¢Anyone wanting to take the and caution.

September 1902 patriotic (?) cover from Two advertising covers (1915,

Mor ant Bay to London. | -ling -oil / The great treatment for / catarrh and rheuma-

& Co / Morant Bay [/ Jamati smé. Sent from o0David Thompson,
Ebay, 19/2/00, realised $13.51 River, B.W. 1.6 to Derry, New Hamp:

Ebay, 19/2/00, realised $17.50

October 1861 cover from London to Barclay & 1859 large piece from Porus (to Kingston?) franked two
Mc Dowel | in Kingston. ¢ pairs of GB 1d cancelled A68 (not apparently tied?). Piece
proportion of postage payable to colony? also bears Porus Type P5 despatch mark of June 7th.

Ebay, 27/2/00, did not reach reserve of £75 Ebay, 6/3/00, did not reach reserve of $125



