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Editorial 

 

This year September 21-29, the big International Stamp Exhibition will be held in Toronto being 
housed in the beautiful Casa Lomo which is often been called in Toronto, the Fairy Castle, situated 
close to the centre of the city. This Castle is reported to have cost around 2 million dollars, and was 
built by Major General Henry M. Pellatt. 

Already leading groups in America and England are arranging full programmes for this big event, and 
all those in the British Colonies, and B.W.I. Islands interested in going should contact Mr. Robson 
Lowe, 50 Pall Mall, London. I am sure that all the leading Philatelists and collectors, who can make it 
possible to attend, will be there. The B.W.I. Philatelist will try to cover the entries in the West Indian 
section. 
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News Here And There 

The B.W.I. auction bid through the magazine has been very successful with lot No. 9 having no less 
than 10 bids, which eventually went to London. The next auction will be entirely of West Indian 
material. 

 

The St. Lucia Philatelist 

This magazine has just been received, and deals primarily with the steam navigation stamps of that 
Colony. There is also a very interesting detailed list of sales for the Coronation, Peace and Silver 
Weddings for all the Leeward Islands. This little Philatelist is well worthwhile, and anyone collecting 
the stamps of this Colony, should not be without the complete edition of the three magazines, which 
have now been published. Priced at 2/- each, copies can be obtained either in London or by writing 
direct to Col. Reid, at Soufrieres, St. Lucia.  

 

The Trinidad Philatelic Society 

THE TRINIDAD PHILATELIC SOCIETY had its annual general meeting on Wednesday February 
14th, which was held at St. Mary’s College, Frederick St., Port of Spain. There were a number of 
visitors as well as members that signed the Attendance book. The chair was occupied by Mr. Wm. 
Boyd, and the Hon. Secretary Mr. F. R. Montes de Oca, read the annual report. Officers for the year 
1951 were elected. They are as follows: President Mr. D. H. Cheney, Vice President Mr. W. Boyd, and 
Mr. R. Goetz. Hon. Secretary Mr. F. R. Montes de Oca, Associated Secretary and Librarian Mr. E. 
Wolfram. Hon. Secretary Mr. R. Leotaud, Exchange Supt. Dr. F. H. Beyerinck. Members of the 
Committee are Messrs. Newbolt, Munro and Dr. Roumbouts. 

 

Jamaica � PO Guide 

The G.P.O. Kingston is at present working on a guide which they hope to have ready by the end of 
this year. 

 

Jamaica � Mr H McDonald Visit 

KINGSTON. We were very glad to see Mr. Herbert McDonald paying a short visit early in January this 
year in St. Andrew. His collection of Olympic stamps is perfect and I feel sure that many American 
collectors will welcome seeing how he has mounted his collection. He has all the flags of the nations 
beautifully drawn and illustrated in colour and each set of stamps has been written up, giving details of 
the athletic event. I am quite sure he will be giving several displays before long to the American 
Societies.  

 

Cayman Is � Air Field Planned 

CAYMAN. Reports from this Island state that an air field is being planned. When this is completed, this 
will enable the Cayman Islands to have full airline traffic to America. 

 

Jamaica � Airport Reconstruction 

PALISADOES, KINGSTON: This airport is shortly to be reconstructed or a new location found. A good 
part of the run way goes far out into the sea, and it will be interesting to see whether reconstruction of 
a second runway will be made, or a new site selected. 

 

I think collectors can look forward to another issue, when the College is completed. For what better 
cause can one buy stamps.  
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Virgin Islands � 1951 Legislative Council Issue 

The Legislative Council set should have been issued early in the year, but delayed for quite a few 
months, went on sale on April 2. 

Dominica � 1951 New Decimal Issue 

The new dollar set from ‰c to $2:40 is due to be on sale on the 1st of June. 

 

Jamaica KGV 1932 2‰d Imperf 

One very interesting item has just come to light, although when I was preparing my Philatelic 
Handbook of Jamaica, I had heard that there was the 2‰d. Pictorial of the 1932 set existing with the 
horizontal imperf. I did not include this in my listing, as I had not seen a copy. Within two days, two 
pairs of this particular stamp has come into the possession of a collector, both being from an original 
block which was split, when joined made a perfect block. It is unfortunate that the postmarking and the 
condition of the stamps were not Al. But they are good items, and, to a specialized collector 
worthwhile. 

 

St. Lucia � 1951 Reconstruction of Castries Issue 

St. Lucia will shortly be issuing a 12c stamp to commemorate the reconstruction of Castries, which 
was destroyed by fire in 1948. It is unfortunate for this city, that only recently has a large part of the 
City been again destroyed by fire. 

 

New York � Harmers Auction of Jamaica Collection 

One of the finest assortment of mint Jamaica came up for auction at Harmer Rookes at the end of 
April. Among the items were all the pines imperfect mint. A very fine copy of the 6d lilac of the 
pineapple issue. The 2/- CC imperf, which went for $22.00. There was an extremely fine lot of all 
George V issues, in the die proofs and essays from the ‰d. to the 10/-’s. Essays being in the 8/6 and 
10/- values, and a mint copy of the 1921 Slavery stamp 6d. without specimen, was sold for $460.00. 
Unfortunately the prices realized have not yet come through, on all items. 

 

Jamaica Philatelist for 1950 

The Jamaica Philatelist for 1950 has just been released and although expertly edited by Mr. J. M. 
Nethersole the magazine was not competed by him. The standard is by no means up to the earlier 
issues, as the printing is very poor and does not have significant West Indian material to hold it 
together. The magazine is being sold for 2/- or free to members of the Society. 

 

BWI University Issue 

University sales have been good in all islands. Preliminary reports of printing are as follows:  

• Jamaica 2d - 3,000,000; 6d - 600,000. 

• Barbados sold 320,000 of the 3c and 120,000 of the 12c 

• Grenada release was 84,000 � 3c stamps, and 120,000  of the 12c stamps. 

• St. Vincent was 60,000 � 3c and 50,000-12c. 

• St. Lucia was 250,000 sets.  

• While Dominica was 120,000 � 3c and 60.000 � 12c 

From These figures it can be seen that certain Islands do not have a very large printing, and as was 
predicted the University will not make what they should have out of the Issue.  

• Virgin Islands sold 21,360 � 12c in the Colony, and 27,000 of the 3c value.  

The CA has not been included in these figures. 
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Grenada � 1938 2‰d Compound Perf 

2‰d Compound perf. has again come into the news in this colony. as a number of copies have been 
found. This now makes a total of 12 known in this Colony. Mr. H. Earl Hall specialist in British 
Colonials in Mass., U.S.A., has advised that he has gone through thousands of these stamps, but only 
found the changes in packets. 

Edinburgh � Hodson�s UPU Catalogue 

Hodson’s U.P.U. Catalogue just off the press, containing a complete check list of all countries, with all 
varieties or imperfs. The Catalogue is printed on good art paper, and illustrated. Priced at 4/-. Any 
reader desiring this, may write the editor in order to secure a copy. 

 

Jamaica � Book �Pleasure Island� 

Not a Philatelic Book but recommended very highly to readers overseas is the new publication 
"Pleasure Island", a book on Jamaica. This book can be obtained for 10/6 ($1.50) plus postage, 8d. 

 

Jamaica � 1938 KGVI 10s Perf 13 

The 10/- perf, 13 appeared on sale at the G.P.O 

 

Montserrat � 1951 New Pictorial Issue 

The new Pictorial issue is due out in the next few months, and they are being printed by Bradbury 
Wilkinson & Co. Ltd. The set will feature His Majesty the King surmounted by the Royal Crown, and 
the values will be: 

 

1c black Government House 

2c green Cotton Cultivation 

3c pale grey Map of the Presidency 

4c red Picking Tomatoes 

5c lilac St. Anthony’s Church 

6c brown Badge of the Presidency 

8c blue Cotton ginning 

12c blue & brown St. Anthony’s Church 

24c red & green Picking Tomatoes 

60c black & red Cotton ginning 

$1.20 green & blue Cotton Cultivation 

$2.40 black & green Government House 

$4.80 black & purple Badge of the Presidency 

 

Many readers of this magazine have asked that all my articles in Stamp Collecting written under the 
heading B.W.I. Newsletter, should appear in this publication. If the readers feel they would like this, I 
would be only too glad to insert same, but it must be remembered that it will be sacrificing space for 
some article. Every endeavour will be made to put the important items such as sales, changes and 
releases of new stamps in each publication. 
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From The Mail Bag 

 

The B.W.I. Philatelist, May 9th 1951. 

Kingston. 

 

Dear Mr. Aguilar, 

 

Information is requested. about a cover in my collection, so far the only one I have ever seen of its 
kind. This is a printed official cover (ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE) size 3-7/8 by 9 inches, on which 
has been applied a … inch mourning border in black ink. Sent by registered mail, Type No. 7 Registry 
cancel on Jan. 17th 1911, to Edward Stebbins, Esq., Minneapolis, U.S.A. 

The cover is franked with two copies of SG No. 40, and everything else but the mourning border is 
normal. I see that King Edward VII died in May, 1910, nearly a year before; could it be possible that 
mourning envelopes were made at that time for official letters? 

I would appreciate a logical explanation of this strange cover, 

 

Sincerely yours, 

J. M. SPENCE. 

4206 Piromley Lane, 

Richmond 21, Virginia, U.S.A- 
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Exchange Rates 

From time to time many overseas collectors write in with regards B.W.I. or British Honduras dollars, 
and it can be quite confusing as the rates vary on the Canadian and American exchange considerably. 
The B.W.I. dollar will before long be established in all the Caribbean Islands. Today one finds such 
Islands as Trinidad, British Guiana, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominica all using the B.W.I. dollar. While 
the others are changing very slowly. Yet it is strange in these Islands there has not yet been 
introduced any coinage to represent 24c or 48c. All these Islands have their own paper money, and 
sterling is freely used, so that on a £ note, one will receive change from $4.80. Most of the islands use 
notes very heavily either 4/- or $1:00. British Honduras is now at $4.00 to the £, making their dollar 5/-. 
A little while back they were on the same rate as America. Namely $2.80, this did not last very long. 
Collectors in America and Canada will find in all cases remitting by U.S. or Canadian Postal Orders or 
dollar bills far simpler, and a better rate received than by personal cheque, as these are discounted at 
a much lower rate. B.W.I. dollars will always be acceptable at 4/- to the dollar, and London cheque at 
face. I trust the following table will be of help to many. 

Sterling B.H. $�s B.W.I. 
dollars 

U.S.A. 
dollars 

Canadian 
dollars 

1d.  2c   
3d. 5c 6c 3‰c 4c 
6d. 10c 12c, 7c 8c 
1/- 20c 24c 14c 16c 
2/- 40c 48c 28c 32c 
2/6 50c 60c 35c 40c 
5/- $1:00 $1:20 70c 72c 
7/- 1:40 1:68 $1:00 $1:12 

10/- 2:00 2:40 1:40 1:45 
£1. 4:00 4:80 2:80 2:90 
£2. 8:00 9:60 5:60 5:80 
£5. 20:00 24:00 14:00 14:50 
£10. 40:00 48:00 28:00 29:00 
£20. 80:00 96:00 56:00 58:00 
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Jamaica �Fleuron� Date-Stamps By L. C. C. Nicholson 

I have already written two guides to these handsome postmarks: firstly in the 1928 "Jamaica 
Handbook" and again in my "Jamaica Pre-stamp Covers" in 1936, but I have found out so much more 
about them that I think a third edition will not be out of place after fourteen years. 

They were all made in England, and were only used at the Kingston G.P.O. 

They came into use early in 1805, and remained in use, (in various sizes) for twenty five years. 

They were five main types and five sub-types, all of which I have illustrated. 
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The diameter measurements are taken from the top of the letter "J" to the top of the final "A". 

‘E.D.K.’ and ‘L.D.K.’ stands for "Earliest Date Known" and "Latest Date Known" respectively. 

These "FLEURON" date-stamps are usually very faint and a clear one is an exception. 

 

J.6.  


