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THE CHAIRMAN’S EDITORIAL

This year ws have already seen some spleﬂdld displays,
it has been pleasant to see several new faces.

Vand

Mike Rego's handbook on British Guiana postal registration
is our latest publication. For those of you who have not
got a copy I can heartily recommend it -and it is really an
example of philatelic research.

Next year will see our 25th Anniversary. The celebrations
have not yet been finalised, but it is generally felt that
they should be held in Leeds, a city with which the Society
has always had vary close links.

It was pleasant to see aumst.lndies entry being awarded the
'best in show' at Stampex, with Trevor Davis showing Bahamas.
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Another show which several members enjoyed was Bermupex,
where the highlight was Morris Ludington's Bermuda. It seems
a pity that there will not be a Saturday opening at BPE this
year, which will make it difficult for members to attend if
they do not live near London.

So, despite the feeling that there might be some anti-climax
after London 1980, interest seems very high and, despite the
well publicised difficulties that Gibbons seem to have been
encountering, dealers prices do not seem to be affected by
the recession. I hope you can all find some bargains, how-
ever, and fill those elusive gaps.

Richard Heap, President

BWISC Convention

The above Conventioh, towhich all members of the Roses
are invited, will take place in the Regent Hgtel,
Leamington Spa.
~The date will be the 17th October 1981, so please keep
this date free. ‘
For further details, please see the June BWISC Bulletin.

JAMAICA (Help wanted)

Would all Jamaica collectors please check to see if they
have any POW (Prisoner of War) Printed Statiomery Cards or
Form Cards as used-at the Internment Camp. Please photostat
both backs and fronts and send to Derek Sutcliffe or Malcolm
Watts, via the Secretary if necessary. Currently a new book
based on Tom Foster's notes is in preparatign and help is
needed concerning POW Printed Staticnery, whichwas not pre-
viously listed by Foster.
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A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BAHAMAS M.D.Watts

The history of the Bahamas, and indeed that of the whole
western hemisphere, began on the 12th October 1892 when Ch-
ristopher Columbus landed on San Salvador, which is one of
the smaller islands and one of the most easterly of the en-
tire Bahamas group. At the time of his landing the Bahamas
were inhabited by an Amerindian tribe known as the Arawaks.,
This peaceful and apparently amiable people are believed to
have lived there since the 10th Century, having fled from the
more southerly Caribbean islands which were dominated by the
warlike and aggressive tribe known as the Caribs.

The Spaniards did not settle in the islands although they
did formally take possession in the name of the Spanish Crown.
The southern Bahamas had little to offer the Spanish as they
were flat and largely infertile —except for the native peo-
ple who could be used as slaves in the Conguistadors' search
for gold. During the first 20 years of the 16th century the
entire Arawak. population of the islands was taken to Cuba -
and Haiti. The result was that they all died of disease,
starvation, brutality and, in many cases, -of suicide. Today
the only legacy that remains of the Arawaks consists of a
few Lucayan names.

Ponce de Leon, one-=time Governor of Puerto Rico,was the first
ma jor explorer of the islands after Columbus. In 1513 he
set sail in search of the island of Bimini and its legendary
Fountain of Youth -'a continual sprynge of runnynge water of
such marvelos vertue, that the water thereof being dronk,
perhappes with some dyete, maketh owld men yonge ageyne.!
Leon sailed northwards up the eastern margin of the Bahamas
touching at various islands befere striking westward, run-
ning head-first into Florida. After exploring the coast
there he doubled back towards the Bahamas, calling at Andros,
Abaco, Eleuthera and the Berry Islands, but he failed to
discover Bimini. For the next 100 years or so the Bahamas
were claimed, 'but not colonised, by the Spaniards whose main
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