1891 Jamaica Exhibition

Opened 27 Jan 1891 by HRH Prince George of Wales
Closed 2 May 1891

The Jamaica National Exhibition was held from January 27, to May 2, 1891, in a building called
Quebec Lodge. This site is now occupied by the Wolmer's School.

The area on which the National Heroes Park now stands was once one of the most popular spots
in Kingston. For 101 years, the land was the centre for horse racing in Jamaica. It was also the site
for other sporting activities such as cricket and cycle racing. Being a place where people naturally
gathered, the area was also the venue for travelling circuses that visited the island from time to
time.

In 1818, the Kingston Council purchased the property for £985 and 10 shillings. Back then it was
part of a property called Montgomery Pen. It was later known as the Kingston Race Course
because of its dominant activity and remained so until 1953 when horse racing was transferred to
Knutsford Park.

Historical Events
In its long history, several interesting events are associated with the site. These include:

1 August 2, 1838, grand festivities marking the end of apprenticeship and the beginning of full
freedom were held here.

9 Queen Victoria's Golden and Diamond Jubilees were honoured here in 1887 and 1897
respectively.

1 The Jamaica National Exhibition was held from January 27, to May 2, 1891, in a building
called Quebec Lodge. This site is now occupied by the Wolmer's School.

1 In 1953, the Kingston Race Course was renamed the George VI Memorial Park in honour
of the late King George VI, father of Queen Elizabeth Il. The grounds were prepared for the
Queen'’s first visit to the island.

1 Inthe same year, a War Memorial to honour those who died in the First World War was
removed from its original location at Church Street and relocated here. Each year, on
Remembrance Day, the first Sunday in November, veterans gather around the Cenotaph to
honour the memory of those who died in World Wars | & 1.
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JAMATCA EXHIBITION,

BULLETIN No. I1.] [22xp NoveMBER, 1889.

A Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Jamaica Exhibition was held on the 3rd Octo-
ber, 1889, under the Presidency of Ilis KExcellency the Governor, when the following business was
transacted :—

A Secretary and ten Vice-Presidents were appointed and the following Committees were named by
His Excellency the President :—

A General Purposes Committee to exercise a general supervision and control of all the arrange-
“ments of the Exhibition.
A Committee to draw up the plan and scope of the Exhibition.
A Building Committee to carry out all arrangements connected with the laying out of grounds,
erection of buildings, &e.
A Finance Commitieo to transact all the financial business of the Exhibition.
A Committee of Statistics to collect statistics bearing upon the products of the island and the
general condition of the Country.
Parochial Committees to collect guarantees and to collect and forward exhibits.
- Committees in London, Scotland, Cavada, and the United States to further the objects of the
Exhibition,
It was also agreed that the Executive Committee should meet on the first Thyrsday of each month.
Upon the passing of Law 33 of 1839 the Executive Committee became *The Jamaica Exhibition
Commissioners™ ; and the Commissioners met on the 7th of November, with His Excellency the Gov-
-ernor, as President, in the Chair. The Report printed below, summarizing the business transacted by
the several Standing Committees, was read by the Secrctary. It was agreed that a summary of the
proceedings of the meetings of the Commissioners, and of the reports presented at such meetings, and
of all other information bearing upon the progress of the Exhibition should be published monthly in
the shape of a Bulletin for general circulation. The plans of the Exhibition Buildings were presented
« opted 3 and the Regulations for the Exhibition passed by the General Purposes Committee were

agreed to.

The following additional Committees were appointed :—

A Committee to arrange for providing amusements during the Exhibition, such as fireworks, illu-
minations, entertainments of various sorts, and to formulate plans in regard to refreshments and charges
Afor admission.

A Committee to enquire and report at what special rates of freight and of passage money, respec-
tively, Exhibits and Visitors can be brought to Jamaica, and what, if any, special arrangements can be
made for the conveyance of Visitors, and for the transmission of telegraphic messages on Exhibition
business, at cheap rates.

- A Comuittee to arrange a uniform plan for the conveyance of Exhibits from Parochial Centres to
the Exhibition Buildings.

A Committee to enquire and report what accommodation is likely to be available for visitors during

~the Exhibition.

Ceremonial Committee. : ,

A Committes to supervise the arrangement of Exhibits in Group I., ¥ Raw Materials,” in the
Classification of Exhibits, and to determine awards therein.

A Committee to supervise the arrangement of Exhibits in Groups II. and III., ¢ Implements for
-obtaining Raw Materials’ and “ Machines and Processes used in preparing and making up the Raw
Materials into Finished Products,” and to determine awards therein.

A Committee to supervise the arrangement of Exhibits in Group I'V., ¢ Manufactured Goods,” and
to determine awards therein.
A Committtee to supervise the arrangement of Exhibits in Groups V. and VI, “ Education, Fino
Arts, Literature and Science,” and to determine awards therein.
. ; : A S SERRAES i e
A Committee in Canada to further the objects of the Exhibition. '

A Committee in Scotland to further the objects of the Txhibition.

It was agreed that a competent person should be appointed to proceed to New York and New Or-
leans to negotiate a contract for the supply and erection of the Exhibition Buildings, according to the
approved design, for a sum not exceeding £15,000. :






