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1 Apr 1879; UPU Postal Treaty [Bacon 1891, Agreed 1 Jun 1878] 
Bacon notes: 

A new Postal Convention, constituting the ‘Universal Postal Union,’ was signed at Paris, on the 1st June, 1878, for the revision 
of the Treaty of Berne, which had previously established the “General Postal Union.” The new Convention, which came into force on 
the 1st April, 1879, made many alterations; amongst others, the issue of postcards for countries in the Union, instead of being 
optional, was made compulsory, and the rate was reduced from three pence to three halfpence. No card of the latter value being 
available, the three penny card of Messrs. De la Rue and Co.'s make, was surcharged, in the Island, with the necessary alterations. 
This surcharged card continued in use for over four years, as it was not until June 16th, 1883, that the new one, ordered from 
England, was issued.  
 

1 Apr 1879; UPU Postal rates [Gleaner 1 Apr 1879] 

 
 

1 Apr 1879; Post Card 3d ovpt 1½d [Timbre Post / LP] 
 

No. IV. General Post Office, 
1st April, 1879. 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION. 
WITH reference to notice of equal date the public are advised that, for the present, 

the Post Card for use to countries within the Union, will be the Three-Penny Post Card, 
converted by the Post Office by an Impressed Stamp, with the words 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION 
and one Penny Half-Penny placed across the Embossed (sic) Stamp. 
Every person now in possession of Three-Penny Post Cards, is requested to send 

them to the Postmaster for .Jamaica, so that they may be exchanged for the issue now 
authorised. 

(Signed) FRED  SULLIVAN, 
Postmaster for Jamaica. 
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10 Apr 1879; Postmasters at Port Morant & Port Royal Distributors of Revenue Stamps [Gazette 
17 Apr 1879] 

 

1 May 1879; New Postmaster at Ocho Rios [Gazette  8 May 1879] 

 
 

30 Aug 1879; Telegraph Law [Gazette 4 Sep 1879] 
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Privy Council Chamber, 20th October, 1879. 
Under the provisions of Law I. of 1879— 
(1.) The following Rules have been approved by the Lieutenant-Governor, in Privy Council. 
(2.) It is ordered that the following Rules shall come into operation on the 20th day of October, 1879. 
(Signed) J. Allwood, 
Acting Clerk Privy Council.” 
 
TARIFF FOR INLAND TELEGRAMS. 
The charge for Telegrams throughout Jamaica is 1s. for the first twenty words, and 3d. for every additional five words, i.e., for 

every additional group of not more than five words, the names and addresses of the sender and receiver not being counted. 
TELEGRAPH STAMPS. 
Distinctive Telegraph Stamps of the values of One Shilling and Three Pence are issued for the payment of the charges on 

Telegrams. Postage Stamps are not accepted in payment of Telegrams, nor are Telegraph Stamps accepted in payment of Postage. 
Telegraph Stamps are not purchased from the public at Post Offices, nor can they be exchanged for Postage Stamps. Telegrams must 
be stamped before they can be accepted for transmission, and Telegrams will not be received unless so stamped. 

RECEIPTS. 
Receipts for the charges on Telegrams can be obtained at a cost of 3d. each. 
TELEGRAM FORMS. 
Inland Telegram Forms are of two kinds, namely, the ‘A. 1.’ Form embossed with a stamp of the value of 1s., and the ‘A’ Form 

given gratis with no stamp embossed thereon. The ‘A. 1.’ Forms, bound up into books of 20 forms interleaved and with a sheet of 
carbonic paper, price £1 0s. 3d each book, can be obtained on application to the Head Office. 
Bacon states: 

There are altogether 35 clauses of the above Rules, but there is no reason for reproducing the remainder here. 
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