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On tho f'llh Augu~t. t fl62 ,Jnnrn.lr..11. will nchlevf'i h nr lndopnr.rlPnrf' and, to nulrk thl!oe 
hlstorlc evonL. the Jamaican Oov01·nment will issue fom· new stamps. 

The stamps havo been dcshrnod by Mr. V. Whiteley from preliminary skolchcs 
received from Jamaica. and prJnt.cd by Thomas De La Rue & Co. 1.ul.. on CA 
(Bloc k Caplt.alsl watermarked paper In horlzont.al format. size 10 x 29.5 mm. 
oorroratlon LO 1>crrora1.lon. The values and colours aro: 

2d. Brown. red. yellow and bot.tie green. 4d. Brown, red. yellow and blue. 
l/6d. !l.cd and grey. 5/- Blue. yellow and green. 
Jn addiLlon. tho following values of tho current. Jamaica definfllve Issue luwc 

been overprinted 1n black with tho words "lndcpcndcnco 19&'2". The sLamps 
have boon printed on CA scrli;it. wat.crmarkcd paper: 

Jd .. ld .. 2ld .. 3d .. 5d .. Gd .. 8d .. l /- and 2/- by 'l'homas Do La Rue & Co. Ltd. 
3/-, 10/- and £1 by JJradbury, Wllklnson & Co. L td. 
All tho ELbove st.amps will bo released t.ogeLh01· and will then become tho current 

definitive Issue of Jamaica. 

SPECIAL DESIGNS 
2 d . a n d 4d. : Tho bugler. in tho <·olourful and llls1.01·tc Z.ouavc uniform of I.he 
Jamaica Mtll t.ary Band, Is superimposed on a silhouette map of Jamalra. 

According to u·adlt.lon Queen Victoria. scolng the colourful Zouavcs at a rc\•lew 
of French colonial t1·oops, expressed tho wish that. such a uniform be assigned 
to some unit of her army. ln 1858 It was allotted to the Wost Lndla Regiment. Jt 
was adopted as the unlfo1·m of tho Jamaica Mllit.ru'Y Band after the disbandment 
of tho Wost Lndla Regiment in 1926. The Band was, In fact. organized by formt'r 
members of tho Regiment. 
1/6d .: Gordon House : George William Gordon. son of a Scol.t.lsh planler and a 
s lnvo wo mo.n, became a well-to-do buslnc33mn.n and lnndowncr. He Wo..3 n c hnm 
pion of the people and a fearless adversary against. Injustice and dlshonest.y as he 
fought to better tho way or llfe of tho masses. He entered Polltlos and was clectrd 
to tho House of Assembl y and to tho KJngston Common Counci l. lt. was believed 
that Gordon was Implicated In the Morant J3ay Rebelllon of 1865 and on the In
struct.ions of Governor Eyre. he was arrested. hastily tried and hanged. Hlst.orlans 
have shown t.bat Gordon was innocent. of the charges ma.de against. him and his 
name has been commemorated by giving It to the new Legislatlvo Building whic h 
was OJ)encd in October 1960. 

Jamaica Is a mull.I-racial community and t.hts feature Is indicated at. the left. of 
the desl81l where the hands of several ethnic g1·ou1>S arc 1·cprcsent.ed raising the 
banner proclaiming J.ndependence on the 6th August. 1962. 
5 /- : 'l'he st.amp de1ilcts a silhouette map of Jamaica rising ouL of tho Caribbean 
sea before n brJllta.nt do.wn. Tho trndJt..lonnl ng-l'ioulturnl 01·opa of sugar cane. 
bananas and pineapple are depicted in Lhe foreground, while educational and 
industrial developmcn t.s are Indicated on the horizon by a representation of the 
new Ministry of Eclucat.ion to the left and an indust.rlal plant. Lo tho right. 
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) d . Co conuts, 1d. Su gar Ca n e, 2 i d . Ban a nas. These represent t.mdittonul 
a~n·icult.ural c1·01>S. 
3 d . The Blu e Ma hoe Hibiscus elalus. Is a wood~· member of the largo Hibiscus 
family and Is nat.Jve to Jamaica. 'The tree Is relatively quick growing and has 
been used ext.enslvoJy In Jamaica In the afforestation programme: lhc resulting 
t.lmbm· Is excellent. for general utillt~' pw·wses. It is a favourite for furnit.u1·e 
manufact.ure-Lhc wood being varic~ra.Lcd In shades of grey, green and blue. IL 
has been select.ed as the National Tree. 
5d. T h e Ac k ee : Bliohia sapfda (Saplndacac>. Ac kcc trees. adorned with ripening 
fruit., never fall t.o at.Lract the attention of visitors to Jamaica. Thls tree Is not 
native to the island but. was brought. from West. Africa probably on a slave ship 
during the lBLh century: Lhe exact do.t.e of introduction Is unknown. When 
Captain Bligh successfully brought the breadfruit. and other plants from the 
South Pacific t.o Jamaica in 1793, ho also conveyed a sizeable collection of plants 
from JamaJca to Kew Gardens in England. Amongst this collection was an ackcc 
plant whlch at. that time was unknown to science. In 1806 the German botanist. 
Koenig named the tt·ee Bligllia in honour of Captain Bligh who had brought. IL t.o 

England from Janrnh::n which l1C' thou~ht. was 11..s natlvo land. ln 1>0lnt of fact.. Lho 
1\frlcun orlJ:ln. was unknown In Europe until some years later. In tho western 
hemlsi:>horo the nckco has been Introduced by Jamaicans Jn to the other Islands of 
tho WosL Indies, and Into Centrnl America and Florida. Tho fleshy )'ellow aril of 
the fruit.. <·omblnod with salt.fish, is used t.o prepare one of JamaJca's favourite 
dishes: Lho fruit.. however. must. ripen on lho tree and tho pOd open naturally 
b('foro picking otherwise it. Is Poisonous. ••Salt. llsh and ackee" was served 
at Kln1<'• House LO lier MaJcsty tho Queen during her visit LO tho Island In 1963. 
'l'hc a.ckeo has been selected as the National Fruit. fo1· Jamaica. 
Gd . Doctorb lrd or Stre a m e r- t a ll H"mmlng blrd (1'rocllilusvolut11111s), llkoall 
hummingbirds. ts adCPL In flying forwal'<ls. backwards. sideways and hovering 
wlthouL changing lt.."i position while feeding on t.ho nectar of a flower. This pa.rt.t
cu la1· SPoC'ics. one or Lho most. beautiful of all hummln1tblrcls. Is found only In 
Jamnlra. where it. Is wldcsp1·rad and common. There arc Lwo forms: one with an 
orango bill orc.:urs over mosL of the island; the form wJlh an au black bill ls round 
tn LhC' ea.sLcrn pai' lshcs of Port.land and St.. ~I'homas where t.ho ornngc·billed form 
docs not. occur. 

Only the males 1>osscss streamer t.alls and, In lllghl. tho friction of lhc air on 
these trailing foalhers-somotlnlCS over 7 lnchc~ In length- produces II whirring 
sound whkh Is charnctcrtst.lf'. The name ~· ooctorblrd" ts probably derived from 
several rca.tu1·cs. 'l'he streamer-tails suggest. the swallow tall coat. a nd the black 
creC'Ulo <'t'cst. Lhc LOP hnt.-charact.crtsllc aLtfJ•c of the docLOt' In the early days. 
Tho lance-like bill. used to puncture Lhc base of Lhc flowers to reach lhc nectar 
01· LO extract. insects. is also a reminder of Lhc old-time doctor who practised 
blood-lot.Ung for many allment.s. Country pcoplo seeing the bh'd hovering over a 
flowering Ll'ce. arc apt to say that. the Doctorbird "medicines Lhc tree". ~rho 
Doc torbh·d has been selected as tho National Bird for Jamaica. 
Sd . Blu e Mo untnin Peak : Blue '.\lountaln Peak In the Blue ~1ount.aln Range 
is the hlghcsL. mounlain In Jamal<'n.: 7.1102 rt. •rho plant. life of the Blue Mountains 
Is luxurious especially In the gaps and on the northern slopes. The fern Hora of 
Jamaica contains more than 525 native species and Is one or tho most lmPortanL 
areas in the world for this c lass of plant.; many of the most. lnt.eresllng species 
occur In l.hc Blue Mount.a.Ins. The famous Blue Mount.a.Jn coffee Is grown on the 
slopes of t.hls mountain range. 
1/· H o p e Ga rde n s: Following Lhc visit to the Gardens In 1953 by Her MaJeSLY 
the Queen these gardens wel'e renamed Lhc Royal Botanic Gardens. Located at 
Hope on the outskirts of Kingston. In a magnJficenL set.ting against. the foothills 
oft.ho Port Royal Mount.a.ins. they are a favourite beauty spct for residents and 
visit.ors alike. There arc extensive lawns. ornament.al t.rees and hedges, flowering 
beds and llorders. an orchid house. a sunken garden. a band st.and. where concel'ls 
by t.hc Jamaica Mllitat"Y Band are held regularly, and the recently established 
Caribbean Zoo. l\1any varieties of bougainvillea have been used extensively 
In the landscaping. Tho name derives from the original owner of the land. 
Ma)OL' Richard Hope of the English Army of Occupation. Tho area now occupied 
by t.hc Gardens was formerly a :sugar est.a.LO; Lhc gal'dons (about. 150 acres) were 
established ln 1873. 
2 /· For t Char les: The first fortified buildi ng at Fort. Charles in Port Royal was 
a ma1·t.e1lo t.ower erected In 1656. the year after the English occupaLlon. The forll
ilcaLion. whlch quJckly developed Lhcrc. was named following t.hc restm-aLlon, 
l"Ol'L Charles after Charles Il. the reigning sovereJgn. Port Charles was severe I~· 
damaged in the earthquake of 169'2 which destroyed Port. Royal then described as 
Lho "wealthiest.. and richest city In Christendom". Nelson was in command in 
1779 and his •·quartel'deck'' may be seen through tho open gat.e and gun embrasures_ 
1L was along Lhis deck Lhat. Nelson paced scanning to windward for a glimpse of 
t.he French fleet. which \Vas expected but. never a.rrlvcd. 
3/~, 10 /· a nd £1 : bear t..he Jamaica Coatrof-Arms. The Coat-of-Arms was 
granted bY warrant. In 1661 and is represented with the Royal Helmet and 
Mantling: Jamaica has been t.hc only Colony afforded this 1>r1v1Jege obtainJng 
from the fact. that Charles 11 in<::luded In his tit.le "Lord of Jamaica''. Only 
Canada amongst the DomJnlons has t.he privilege of using tho Royal Helmet.. ln 
order to clarify ccnaln win ts of details. which were In doubt, a new warrant was 
Issued in 1957. 

With Independence it has been decided the motto will be changed from 
"!NOUS UTERQUE SERVlET UNI" to "OUT OF MANY. ONE PEOPLE". The 
Coat-of-Arms will remain othcJ·wiso unchanged. 

COLLEC TORS CAN O BTAIN THESE S T A MPS FROM THEIR 

USU A L DEALERS 
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